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CUSTOMIZING 
ON A BUDGET 


See Page 36 
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Also—Tests of New - 
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Geymany and Sweden 





















Get behind this new front and guest-drive the world’s greatest 
performance value at your dealer...don’t let it leave you behind! 
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yy for our Overseas Delivery Brochure. 


Standard-Triumph Motor Co., Ine., Dept. D10,1745 Broadway (at 56th St.), New York 19, N. 
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Jimmy Bryan, winner of the ‘‘500”’ George Amick, runner-up Johnny Boyd, third 


Insist on Raybestos...the same quality brake lining 
used on the cars that finished 1,2,3 at Indianapolis! 


Jimmy Bryan, winner of the 1958 Indianapolis ‘500,’ George 
Amick, runner-up, and Johnny Boyd, third, each called on Ray- 
bestos Brake Lining* about 500 times during that brake-torturing 
4-hour grind. Their brakes always responded instantly and positively. 

Clearly, Raybestos is the pick of the pros. Make it your choice, 
too. Like them, you will get the one brake lining that licks dangerous 
heat and wear brake problems and assures you swift, smooth, 
silent stops every time. So see your Raybestos dealer soon for the 
famous Raybestos 7-Point Brake Check . . . it includes adjustment. 
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AMERICA’S BIGGEST SELLING FRICTION MATERIAL 


RAYBESTOS DIVISION of Raybestes-Manhattan, inc. ¢ BRIDGEPORT, CONN. 

*Certified by the United States Auto Club RAYBESTOS-MANHATTAN, INC., Brake Linings « Brake Blocks * Brake 

Fluid ¢ Clutch Facings « Industrial Rubber « Mechanical Packings « Asbestos 

EXCITING Enjoy your own set of three 8 x 10 photos of Textiles « Engineered Plastics « Sintered Metal Products « Rubber Covered 

SPECIAL these leading drivers and their cars. Simply send Equipment « Laundry Pads and Covers « Abrasive and Diamond Wheels 
OFFER! $1.00 to Raybestos with your name and address. Industrial Adhesives « Bowling Balls 
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Ho Sportster CH sparks the 


~ Harley-Davidson line for 99 


We’ve taken the wraps off! 


Yes, here’s the motorcycle that will 
show its tailpipe to all competition 

.a rugged gamester that will take 
everything you dish out and ask 
for more. 

Whatever your riding pleasure — 
off-the-road scrambles, drag races 
and cross country runs or on-the- 
road cruising — nothing can touch 
the Sportster CH for riding thrills. 
But don’t take our word for it... 
arrange for a test ride with your SPORTSTER H 
Harley - Davidson dealer. One ride 
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DUO-GLIDE 







Fe. and you'll decide — it’s Harley- 
f Davidson for ’59. painen-008 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTOR CO. AND 
MILWAUKEE 1, WISCONSIN HUMMER 














Other members 
of the line for '59 


Harley-Davidson 


' 
| HARLEY-DAVIDSON MOTOR CO. 
| 





Dept. MT-108, Milwaukee 1, Wisconsin 
Please send me free literature on the Sportster CH for ‘59. 
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* easy to build * locates ignition trouble 


¢ <° 
* shows adjustments necessary for peak _ 
performance Gunes Gan Stab teens Grek. t20 aaaeiee a 


Phone HOllywood 2-3261. Second-ciass mail privilege 
authorized at Los Angeles, California. Published monthly. 
Here is a professional type ignition analyzer in ‘‘do-it-yourself"’ kit form to Auove rates ter U.S. Mis pesseesions. Caneda; alt etm 
s ——$4.50; 2 -00. 
make your engine service and adjustment work easier. You can do a better <= sae. Gn. tate ot amides quncene Ge a 
, CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Th eeks* i i 
job—and do it faster, with this new service tool. Quickly connects to engine When requesting a change. please name magazine al 
' ‘ ither turnisn addr: imprint f i . 
to show complete wave cycle of ignition system and reveal troubles in plugs, State exactly how label is addressed. Change cannot bt 
| + ion = + , made without the old as well as the new address. 
coil, distributor, condenser, points, timing, etc. Comparable to units selling ADVERTISING: Los Angeles office—S959 Hollywoot 
} a P fags Bivd.. Los Angeies 28. Midwest office—-524 Book Bids. 
for more than twice the price. No electronic experience required for success- Detroit 21. Phone WOodward 3-8660. Chicago office— 
360 WN. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1. Phone FRankiis 


ful construction. Kit includes all parts, step-by-step instructions, and large 2-6067. Eastern office—i7 E. 48th St.. New York 17. 
. - Phone Plaza 1-6690. Closes 25th of 3rd month pre 
pictorial diagrams. Send for details—or order your ignition analyzer now! t 





ceding publication. (See SRDS.) 
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THE COVER: 
It seems that the ’59 
cars just can’t wait to 
step into the spotlight 
and show off their 
superiority over the 
unpopular ’58s. First 
to make its debut is 
oko the ’59 Buick, proud 
smecee Of its new body and 
new engine. Road test 
on page 16. 
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Motoring Public ... campaigning 
for better and safer cars.” 
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ME ECTRICt 


DUAL-POINT CONVERSION 
with “ELECTRIC” Vacuum Switch 




















HERE'S WHAT IT WiLL DO FOR YOU. 


* Revolutionary Electric Switch replaces old 
fashioned Vacuum Diaphragm Assembly. 
® Stationary Mounting Plate —No costly ad- 
vance Plate to wear or malfunction. 
® “Speed of Light’ electric advance in- 
sures instantaneous advance of timing 
when needed. 
®Point wear divided between the dual 
= means exceptionally longer point 
ife 
® Equipped with Mallory Stabilized Circuit 
Breakers and heavy-duty Condenser. Will 
take Mallory or § d repli 
points. 
*Availoble at this time for 1956, 57 and 58 
Chrysler, DeSoto, Dodge and Plymouth cars. 


SEE YOUR NEAREST 
MALLORY DEALER NOW 
or write direct to: 










eLecTRC CORPORATION 


6 CLOVERDALE DETROIT 4. MICH 
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THE EASIEST WAY TO CLEAN A 
CARBURETOR COMPLETELY 


For smooth idling, fast acceleration, full 
power at all speeds, clean your carburetor 
regularly with GUMOUT and the 
GUMOUTER Service Kit. You can do the 
entire job in less than 20 minutes— 
without removing the carburetor from the 
engine. 

No other method equals GUMOUT for its 
speed, efficiency and economy in carbure- 
tor cleaning. There’s nothing like it! 
Get GUMOUT and the GUMOUTER 
Service Kit from your automotive parts 
dealer today. If he can’t supply you, write 
direct to us. 





GUMOUTER No. 610 


$3.45 with 
LIFETIME 
; “4 Guarantee 


} od 
2 JF 
cae? 


Send for FREE Service Bu'letin No. 104— 
“ROUGH IDLING—CAUSE AND CORRECTION.” 





GUMOUT DIVISION 


Pennsylvania Refining Co., 


2672 lisbon Road, Cleveland 4, Ohio 








PERFORMERS 
FOR ‘98! 


De Paolo “500 TURBO-INJECTOR 


Automatically inject: any top 
cylinder oil into upper cyl 
inder areas. Boosts mile- 
age up to 50%. Protects 
valves, plugs, engine 
Easy to install. Guaran- 
teed for life of your car 


Available for Ford, 
Lincoin, Mercury, T- 
Bird, Edsel. Other 
models coming soon! 


The Amazing NEW 
SEAL-O-MATIC! 
(Bearing Supported 
Peay Oil Seal) 
The pee oil seal which is t-¢ 
adjustable and has double 
bearings to insure constant alignment of 
universal joint and drive shafts. 
Positively eliminates driveline “snap”, 
“clunk”, or “whip’’. Provides complete and 
permanent oil seal protection. Eliminates vi- 
bration and wear — assures smoother car 
performance. Easily installed at rear of trans- 
mission in just minutes. Fully GUARANTEED 
Order TODAY stating year, make & model car. 
Completely Assembled $11.95 
For full information on both these great prod- 
ucts and the Traction-Master Bar that made 
our name famous, WRITE T 


Thootion-Macton Co. 


2917 W. OLYMPIC BLVD. ~- Dept. Gig0 


LOS ANGELES 6, CALIFORNIA 

















Coming October 7! 


WINTER edition of 


GUNS « AMMO 


at all newsstands! 
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MEMO 


from the editor 


OMEONE RECENTLY ASKED US, 

“What is MOTOR TREND’S pur- 

pose in life? What does it stand for? 
Who needs it?” 

We were taken aback for a few 
moments, because we frankly thought 
that everyone knew what we are 
trying to do. After we had recovered 
our composure we explained how we 
tried to cover the important auto- 
motive news happenings in the entire 
world—regardless of the particular 
faction it revolves round. 

We told them bow we were contrib- 
uting our share to the betterment of 
today’s cars by pointing out their 
shortcomings, and by recommending 
points of refinement. “In short,” we 
said, “our ‘purpose in life’ is to be- 
come the Voice of the American 
Motoring Public and to campaign for 
better (and safer) cars.” 

This began to make sense to our 
questioner, and as we began to warm 
up to the subject, we continued, 

“If you want to become a part of 
this growing ‘Voice’ by suggest- 
ing ways and means of improving 
American cars... 

If you're looking for useful and 
unbiased information on new 
cars, U.S. or import .. . 

If you want to keep abreast of the 
latest trends and also want to 
know what's coming in the 
future .. . 

If you want to know about the 
latest frauds and rackets, and 
how to avoid them... 

If you have an older car and want 
to fix it up, inside or out... 

If you want to make your motoring 
safer, more pleasurable, and less 
costly ... 

If you're interested in the people 
behind the cars... 

Or, if you just plain love cars and 
the aura of adventure that sur- 
rounds them... 

Then you know ‘who needs it.’” 

This, then, is our appraisal of the 
niche that MOTOR TREND fills. Of 
course, there’s always the chance that 
some of the things we are doing— 
or intend to do—are not of interest 
to you. That’s why you'll find a survey 
on page 71 that asks you for your 
likes and dislikes about this current 
issue of our magazine. We are asking 
for your frank opinion, so, speak up! 
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J.C ions & Co., Leads Them All! Your Satisfaction 
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Stop BURNING OIL! 





Do-st-yoursell in 10 minutes! Seve on repoirs 
Simply drop Pellets into plug openings, pour 
Liquid Plate in oil. This potent combinotion 
rebvilds your motor while you drive. Good 


for 10,000 miles 
Me. 125— Postpeid $4.95 
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Dirty carburetors, cause jerks; 
sticky valves and lifters, cause 
jerks; automatic transmission 
problems, 

cause 
jerks. 





for automatic 


for oil, 
transmissions turns jerks into smooth pow- 
er. GUARANTEES more power, smooth rid- 
ing and more miles per gallon OR DRI- 
POWR COSTS YOU NOTHING. 


Dri-Powr for gas, 





DISTRIBUTOR OPPORTUNITIES! 


Protected territories are available due to expan- 
sion of the DRI-POWR line. Mail coupon today. 





1 Units 
distrib- 
Y 95 Dri- 











AMAZING PERFORMANCE 


reported from new projected nose 
spark plugs imported from 





OF ENGLAND 


The first Lodge projected nose 
plugs have just arrived in 
America and our tests indicate 
they are as terrific as the 
British said. Test car =! has 
topped 18,000 miles and the 
plugs look like new and are 
still giving ‘“‘new piug’’ mile- 
age and power. Be among the 
first to enjoy them in your 
1955-58 Ford, Merc, Edsel or 
Lincoin. (Available for other 
ears soon). Ask for LODGE 
No. CTNY, $1.10 ea. If your 
dealer can't supply, write: 


AUBUR Spark Plug Co. inc. 


Auburn 7, N.Y. 
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HERE ARE THE FACTS, SIR! 


Dear Walt: 

The article “Why Fangio Withdrew” by 
D. M. Bartley in your August issue was in- 
teresting. 

I would like to make a few corrections, 
however. The article stated that I paid Fan- 
gio’s manager, Giambertone, $1500 of the 
$6500 deposited by me in the Speedway 
Bank which Fangio had a chance to win. 
Actually, Fangio won $500 of my money, as 
his entry was accepted. He very graciously 
donated this money to the Damon Runyon 
Cancer Fund—and not the Cancer Research 
Fund in Indianapolis, as stated. 

Another $1000, mentioned in the story, 
was “for passing his driver's test.” I made no 
offer for his passing the driver's test; the 
$1000 additional offer was for qualifying— 
which he did not do. 

Fangio was a good sport about the entire 
affair and we had a lot of laughs over it, 
both at Monza and during the French Grand 
Prix at Rheims. Fangio was far less upset 
about the offer than were some of his hero- 
worshiping fans, who thought the King could 
do no wrong! 
Floyd Clymer Los Angeles 


WHO WAS FIRST? 


Dear Mr. Woron: 

In the August 1958 issue of MOTOR 

TREND Don Francisco states that George 
Salih, designer and builder of the Belond AP 
Special, was the first to place the engine in 
a flat position. Accgrding to my references, 
in 1952 at Indianapolis in the pole position 
was the Cummins Diesel Special, with its 
horizontally-mounted diesel engine. 
Jimmy Taylor Brookhaven, Miss. 
Don Francisco was referring to Offenhausers, 
the standard engine for Indy cars. While it 
is true that the Cummins Diesel Special had 
a horizontally-mounted engine, it was entered 
in the '52 Indianapolis race as a “special.” — 
Ed. 


GIVE US MORE CHROME! 


Gentlemen: 

Lately many of your readers have criticized 
the 1958 cars, especially the Oldsmobile and 
Buick. They say that both of these cars are 
overly chromed, too big, etc. 

For a car that isa’t any good, Oldsmobile 
has certainly done very well for itself this 
year, being fourth in sales, and ranking only 
behind the low-priced three. 

The 1959 cars will probably be bigger, 
with more chrome. Why? Because there are 
still some of us who want a big car with 
lots of chrome. 

In my opinion, the American car is the 
best car in the world. 

Lawrence C. Slesinger Revere, Mass. 
You'll be surprised at the lack of chrome on 
many ’59 cars!—Ed. 
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A PEEK ON THE PEAK 
Sir: 
I caught these pics of what I think is the 








"59 Merc during testing atop Pikes Peak and 
thought they might prove interesting to your 
readers. 

Bob Meier 


Westphalia, Ind. 


TRAVESTY ON ART 
Sirs: 

To compare Barris’ work to that of Der- 
ham, etc. (August MT) is virtually unthink- 
able. All the Barris “school” represents crud- 
ity and exhibitionism. I am very thankful 
that few such horrors are seen on New Eng- 
land roads. The “customizers” (some of 
them) may be excellent workers in sheet 
metal but they are far from being creative 
artists. 

M. S. Hosen New Haven, Conn. 


TIMES HAVE CHANGED 


Gentlemen: 

Why are economy cars selling when Willys, 
Henry J] and American Austin flopped? Be- 
cause when they were on the market it was 
not yet fashionable to own an economy car. 

The poverty-stricken, despised penny- 
pincher has now become a level-headed, 
sound, forthright, down-to-earth American. 
It has suddenly become fashionable to save 
money! 

Bob Schulhof Encino, Calif. 


GET WELL QUICK! 


Gentlemen: 

In very bold type at the top of a well- 
known newspaper, I saw printed: “I fly into 
the world’s most worried city . . . the sweet 
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smell of success has gone sour in Detroit.” 
I read on further in the hope of some better 
news, but I read: “Detroit, usually vital and 
alive—a slugger among cities—today is sick, 
and little can be done about it.” 

This greatly broke down the confidence 
we had in Detroit, because we in England 
consider Detroit as the leading light in car 
design. 

We do hope, however, that whatever hap- 
pens, the cars will no: lose their distinctive 
styling—even if the cars will be all chrome, 
with a few strips of paint trim as decoration. 
Kenneth J. L. Maggs Coventry, 

Warwickshire, England 





BACK TO THE THREE R’S 


Gentlemen: 

The ailing car industry has not lacked for 
advice on what caused its ills or for well- 
intended counsel on how to recover. Some 
blame the business slump, some labor costs 
and some attribute most of the trouble to 
improper design. 

Listening to such people, one would think 
the industry would need to learn more about 
the three Rs—recession, Reuther, and wrong- 
style. 


John S. Bayley Cockeysville, Md. 


THEY LAUGHED—BUT ... 


Dear Editor: 

I have installed power brakes on my '57 
Volkswagen deluxe sedan. I have been laughed 
at, ridiculed and smirked at—I was told 
I need ‘em like I need a hole in my head. 

I have news for any open-minded person. 
They work perfectly, and I wouldn’t be with- 
out them. 

The power brakes are off a 57 Cadillac. 
Herb Bryant Phoenix, Ariz. 


RENAULT CONVERTIBLE? 


Gentlemen: 

While I was in Europe recently I saw a 
special-bodied Renault that looked something 
like the enclosed sketch. (Sorry, I'm no 





artist.) Could this mean that Renault is 
considering a convertible soon? 


Leo Gilman Burnsville, Ky. 


CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE 


Gentlemen: 

Please give credit where credit is due! 
I refer to your Station Wagon Test in the 
August MOTOR TREND. I am impartial, but 
I am sure your records will show that the 
first all-steel station wagon was introduced 
in the short-wheelbase Plymouth Suburban 
circa 1949. This is generally considered to 
be the model that started the popular trend 
to station wagons. 
G. B. Jansen, Jr. Dover, N. J. 
Reader Jansen is one of a number whose 
memory is to be commended in recalling that 
the first all-steel station wagon was the '49 
Plymouth Suburban model, which established 
an industry style—Ed. : 








New Stewart-Warner Electric Fuel Pump 


ASSURES POSITIVE FUEL FLOW 


From the moment you turn your 
key, Stewart-Warner’s new electric 
fuel pump delivers a steady, uninter- 
rupted flow of gas to your motor. 
Ends vapor lock due to abrupt 
changes in temperature, gives posi- 
tive starting and more reliable per- 
formance all year ’round. 





MODEL 240-A 


Operates independently of en- 
gine. Completely automatic; op- 
erates only when needed. Either 6- 
or 12-volt model. 


Only Stewart-Warner Offers All These Advantages! 


Highest delivery rate! Up to 60 gallons 
per hour, with oversize piston, coil and 
power spring. 

Built-in fuel filter! Extra-large reservoir 
and oversize filter element. 


Easy wiring and installation! Battery 
can be either positive or negative 
ground. 


STEWART-WARNER GAUGES 


A complete line of heavy-duty gauges for custom 
panels or independent mountings. Dust-tight, weather- 
proof. Corrosion-resistant finish. Large, easy-to-read 
dials. Vacuum gauges, ammeters, oil pressure gauges, 


water temperature gauges. 





Adjustable pressure! Pump can be 
easily adjusted from 1 PSI to 74% PSI 
to give exact shut-off pressure required 
by any carburetor. 


Built-in automatic pressure regulator! 
Prevents flooding and starving. Main- 
tains desired pressure at carburetor... 
gives smooth, steady fuel supply ... 
eliminates surging. 





FREE CATALOG! Visit your speed 
shop for the new Stewart-Warner 
catalog of gauges for custom cars. 
Or write to Stewart-Warner Cor- 
pecatien, Instrument Division, 

840 Diversey Parkway, Chicage 
14, Illinois. 
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BAW MY VALVES CLATTERED,TOO, 
BUT WE JUST ADDED BARDAHL." 
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PORITSIMAIN 


FIBERGLAS PACKED 


MUFFLER SOUND 


Performance is great with SPORTSMAN, too!) 





Defiance 22, Ohio 





KEEP THOSE NEW COPIES 
LOOKING SHARP! 


This 
handsome 
leatherette 
binder keeps 
your monthly 
MOTOR 
TRENDS 

in top shape. 
Makes a 
indy, 
attractive 
reference 
that lasts a 
ifetime. 
Only $2.25. 





| including cylinder walls, with zinc-titani 


| stock passenger engines is 10.5 to 1. A 





“General Motors will offer its recently 
announced aluminum engines in some 
of its 1960 models.” 
PROBABLY TRUE—Best reports here 
are that GM or one of its divisions is 
building an engine plant at Messina, N.Y. 
adjacent to the Reynolds Aluminum plant 
there which supplies molten aluminum in 


bulk. 


“One car in 1959 will have a five-inch 
wider tread than its current models.” 
TRUE—This does not mean that the body 
will be much wider but the wheels have 
been moved out to the edge of the body. 


“Buick will offer a nine-passenger sta 
tion wagon in 1959.” 

FALSE—In order to do that Buick would 
have to lift the roof line of its entire 
wagon line, which it will not do. 


“In addition to built-in increases ip 
horsepower in 1959 lines, some com- 
panies will offer power-packs at extra 
cost next year.” 

TRUE—Some companies will offer op 
tional packs that will boost stock engine 
output by 20 per cent or more. 


“A new process has been developed for 
plating aluminum parts that will impart 
wear-resisting qualities to make them 
comparable to cast iron and steel, which! 
will help speed the introduction o 
aluminum engines in the near future.’ 
TRUE—This process has been developed 
near Detroit and will be available com- 
mercially this fall. It entails plating parts, 


um—making inner cylinder liners um 
necessary. 


“One car this year will have a com 
pression ratio higher than 12.0 to 1. 
FALSE—Highest we have seen so far if 


recent study by GM research indicated 
that “rumble” (low-pitched thudding 
sound different from knocking but asso 
ciated with combustion) develops just 
above the 10.5 point on current fuels. 
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PRODUCTS! 











TIRESIGNAL. So inexpensive and so amazingly 
simple _ it’s a wonder it wasn’t thought of long 
ago. ‘‘TIRESIGNAL"’ is a safety device that works! 


Assures ‘‘Peace of Mind you know your tires 


are OK as you drive. Be safer (no more sudden 
blowouts from over-heated under-inflated tires 
Remains perfectly silent (even over deep curbs) 
but if a tire gets low, signals (loudly) to stop 
increases tire life. Easily installed in one minute 
per wheel. Worth 20 times more 
=5480 Set of 4 complete 


$1.98 Post Paid 











CHROME-IT 
Yourself 


Chem -Chronns 
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INSTANT-CHROME PLATE ANYTHING! New sensa- 
tional concept in chrome-plating that does what 
electroplating cannot do. Glistening surface . . 

easily applied to any metal, wood, glass, rubber 
o plastic. No need to remove chrome trim for 
replating . . .“‘Instant-Chrome”’ it on the car. Works 
like magic on bumpers, grill, rims—any chrome 
trim on autos — thousands of household uses too! 
large Kit (enough to plate 2300 sq. in.) and Com- 
plete easy-to-follow Instructions +5430 $4.98 ppd. 
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30 DAY FREE TRIAL GUARANTEE |Z : J WITH ORDER... 
You may keep, compare, and examine any of these new money Ke4 a . e (Otherwise send only 25¢ to cover handling 
saving products for 30 full days at my risk. If (for any reason) |= . : and mailing). 
n we will imme 


SAVE UP TO 50% AND MORE! Huge 1959 book illustrates hundreds of 
new automotive bargains. Brand new ideas—new 1959 

values in only Finest, Tested Products from our stock of over 150,000 
items. Guaranteed biggest and best Catalogue ever offered by us. You'll 
be amazed! Order yours today’ 







Products! Top 











MILEAGE 
SAVER 


SAVES UP TO 
7 MILES 
PER GALLON 
OF GAS! 

















TRIPLE THREAT AGAINST GAS WASTE. Saves up to 
$60 a year and more in gas — reduces carburetor 
wear. Pressure Regulator and pulsation dampener 
stops stalling, flooding, rough idle, oil dilution, 
and vapor lock. Guaranteed faster starting. Power 
ful magnet, fine bronze filter removes water and 
dirt. Produces smooth flow of clean fuel. Greatly 
improves mileage. install yourself in minutes. Or- 
der from Newhouse, get extra free gifts 

23943 Mileage-Saver (shown) . -$5.95 ppd 
23941 Mileage-Minder $6.95 ppd 
23939 Mileage-Minder, plus Trouble Trap $7.95 ppd 





END ONL FILTER REPLACEMENT FOREVER! Genuine 
PERMA-BRONZE is FULL SIZE. Guaranteed thickest, 
fine porous bronze element available at any price 
Removes ali harmful oil grit, yet leaves protective 
additives. Destroys engine acids and traps dam- 
aging moisture. Guaranteed 10 years, but iasts 
forever. Contains built-in Acid Neutralizer. Fits 
your car's filter case. A $6.95 to $11.95 Value 
#3891 By-pass element $4.95 postpaid 
33893 Full-flow element $8.95 postpaid 
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GET 2, 3 MORE MILES PER GALLON? Some users 
report up to 6 extra miles per gallon with Gane 
“Air-Jet” Needle installed. STOPS GAS WASTE due 
to improper carburetor adjustment. Air-Jet com- 
pensates for over-rich idling mixture — stops 
“flood” of raw gas! Smoothes idle of new cars as 
well as old. Can't help if carb ‘‘perfect,’’ so use 
for 30 days .. . decide for -yourself. Full refund if 
not amazed. Complete with patented Filter Cap. . . 
Fits all cars, instali in 3 min. Specify make carbu- 
retor (2 needed for 8 cyl. cars). #2920 $1.50 ppd. 








‘d ¢ Finewaur ; 
A TOUCH OF YOUR Finwasi onproves Gas Mileage 
up to 20% or more. Power, acceleration, cold 
weather starting. Amazing, but true! Eliminates 
“ping” with regular gas. Easy to install. Beautiful 
dashboard chrome control advances or retards 
spark instantly to compensate for heat. load, 
speed, gas octane, etc. Precision ‘Indicator’ shows 
exact position - accurate worm drive. This new 
product will pay for itself in one month. Low in- 
troductory price for Complete unit 

+3940 on! $6.95 postpaid 























DELUXE 
NEUTRA-PLUG 


Has 22 times the 
magnetic pick-up area 


STANDARD NEUTRA-PLUG 











WHY PAY MORE? Engine suffering from “Acid in- 
digestion’? - oil swarming with tiny abrasive 
flecks? Replace your crank case drain plug with 
low cost, effective Neutra-Plug. Has (A) Active- 
Magnesium alloy to neutralize acids, (B) Alaico 
magnet to trap metal particles, (C) Self-sealing 
threads and gasket to prevent leaks. Equal to 
others costing up to $4.95 . 

+650 . .only $2.45 postpaid. 


+6501 ‘ : i 
Deluxe mode! =6503 only $2.95 postpaid. 








Est. 1935 World's 
largest 
s Supplier of 
Speci 
Avto Parts 


$805 &. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 974 
tos Angeles 22, Calif. 

LOW MAIL ORDER PRICES—ORDER TODAY 
TWO (2) FREE GIFTS 


with every order, While supply 
lasts you will recewe a tree 
surprise gift with every order 





$s 
Full Price Enclosed 
SHIP POSTPAID 


plus a free copy of “How s 

to Get 50 Miles Per Gallon.” 20% popesit Send C08 
(Both wortn over $2.00.) PLUS POSTAGE 

Cor Moke . Yeor Mode! No. Cyl 
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Swewewewes Cali. residents add 4% sales tax EERE 


EVEN IF ITS NOT SHOWN HERE-WE WILL PROMPTLY GET IT FOR YOU-WE STOCK ALMOST EVERYTHING! 








COMING! 
COMING! . 
COMING! 


The 


. . THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES EVER PUBLISHED BY FAT 


st of MT’s 1959 new car reports will start your way in NOVEMBER: 


QUESTION: Who'll be top dog in ’59 . . . Chevrolet, Ford or Plymouth? 


ANSWER: 


QUESTION: 
ANSWER: 


also... 


QUESTION: 


WATCH NOVEMBER MT AND SEE! (We know—We drove ’em) 


Will Detroit’s new products shake the auto slump? 
WATCH NOVEMBER MT AND SEE! 


What’s the latest news on imports ... trends in customs... 


... news from Bonneville ... from the National Drags? 


ANSWER: 


THESE AND OTHER FASCINATING FEATURES ARE YOURS IN 


WATCH NOVEMBER MT AND SEE! 





MOTOR NOVEMBER 


ISSUE ON SALE 


TREND | ocTozeR 2:1 
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SPOTLIGHT ON 


by Bill Callahan Detroit Editor 

















































WIVEL SEATS, as forecast in “Rumor 
Mill” (July MT), will make their 
debut on Chrysler 1959 lines. They 


should greatly facilitate entry and exit 
from the low-roofed cars. Seats are 
pivoted at the rear center and are 
mounted on nylon bearings in front. 
A hand latch at the side of the seat 
locks it into position. Swivel seats will 
be offered as standard equipment on 
the Plymouth Sport Fury, DeSoto Ad- 
venturer and Chrysler 300-E. They will 
be optional on Dodge Custom Royal, 
DeSoto Firedome and FireFlite, and all 
Chrysler and Imperial models. 


OTHER CHRYSLER FEATURES available in 
its 1959 lines of Imperial, Chrysler, 
DeSoto, Dodge and Plymouth include 
airbag assists for the rear semi-elliptic 
springs; adjustable front suspension 
which enables a mechanic to correct 
misalignment of the front wheels 
through a cam adjustment located in 
the inner pivot of the upper control 
arm of the front end assembly; a rear 
view mirror that automatically tilts to 
reduce glare when a car with bright 
lights approaches from the rear; and a 
completely new heating and air-condi- 
tioning setup operated by pushbuttons. 


CHRYSLER’S 1959 ENGINES will all be the 
same design with wedge-type combus- 
tion chambers. Hemispherical and poly- 
spherical types are out. There will be 
six basic engine sizes with a variety 
of equipment as follows: Plymouth and 
Dodge Sixes will be powered by a 
3.25-inch bore x 4.63-inch stroke en- 
gine with a displacement of 230 cubic 
inches and a compression ratio of 8.0 
to 1. It is an L-head with a single-throat 
carb; called Powerflow Six by Plymouth 
and “Getaway Six” by Dodge. 


PLYMOUTH FURY will have the Fury 
V-800 which is 3.91 x with a 
displacement of 318 cubic inches and 
compression ratio of 9.0 to 1. This 
will be standard with a two-barrel carb 
on Savoy, Belvedere, Fury and Sport 


3.31 


SWIVEL SEATS from Chrysler pivot 45 
degrees, make entry, exit easier. 
Latch at side locks seat in position. 


DODGE D-500 is 4.25 x 3.38 with dis. 





Fury but will offer a SuperPak four. 
barrel carb, dual exhaust and special 
cam which will be standard on Sport 
Fury and optional on others. 


GOLDEN COMMANDO is 4.12 x 3.38 with 
a displacement of 361 cubic inches 
and compression ratio of 10.1 to 1. It 
has four-barrel carb, dual exhaust, dual 
breaker distributor, heavy duty valve 
springs and dampers and special cam. It 
will be available optionally on all Plym- 
outh models. This engine with two- 
barrel carb is standard on Dodge Royal 
models and Sierra station wagons and 
DeSoto Firesweep. Dual pipes are op- 
tional on Dodge models and standard 
on Firesweep convertibles only. Dodge 
calls it “Ram Fire V8” and DeSoto 
“Turboflash V8.” As “Super Ram Fire 
V8” this engine with four-barrel carb 
will be standard on Dodge Custom 
Royal and Custom Sierra station wag: 
ons. Dual exhausts are standard on 
convertibles and optional on others. 


placement 383 cubic inches and com- 
pression ratio 10.0 to 1, equipped with 
four-barrel carb and dual exhaust; it 
will be available optionally on all 
Dodge models. A second option—the 
same engine with two four-barrel carbs, 
special cam, heavy duty valve springs 
and dampers, special air cleaner, dual 
breaker distributor and dual exhaust— 
is called “Super D-500,” optional on 
all Dodges. With a two-barrel carb it 
will be standard as “Turboflash V8” on 
DeSoto Firedome models with dual 
exhaust standard on convertibles. It will 
be standard on DeSoto Fireflite models 

















NEW INFINITELY-VARIABLE 
CAM ADJUSTMENTS 






A“ x 


a Se ~~ 


NEW BALL JOINTS 


NEW ANCHOR-POINT SEALS 


FRONT SUSPENSION 





HEIGHT CONTROL 
OR LEVELING VALVE 


LOW PRESSURE 





REAR AIR SUSPENSION 
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CHRYSLER SUSPENSION features adjustment cam for front-end alignment, air springs in rear to compensate for loads. 
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equipped with four-barrel carb. Dual 
exhaust will be standard on Fireflite 
convertibles. Given full-house treatment 
with two four-barrel carbs, special cam, 
distributor, air cleaner, valve springs 
and dampers, this engine is called ‘“Ad- 
venturer V8” and is standard on DeSoto 
Adventurer models and optional on all 
other DeSotos. Dual pipes are standard 
on Adventurer and convertibles. 


GOLDEN LION 383 is 4.03 x 3.75 with 


displacement of 383 cubic inches, com- 
pression ratio 10.0 to 1 and two-barrel 
carb; it will be standard on Windsor 
models, except Windsor X-3. Dual 
exhausts are standard on convertibles. 
With two four-barrel carbs and full- 
house treatment it will be standard on 
Windsor X-3. It will also be used in 
Chrysler Saratoga models with four-bar- 
rel carb and dual exhaust as standard. 


GOLDEN LION 413 is 4.18 x 3.75 with 


displacement of 413 cubic inches and 
compression ratio 10.9 to 1. It will be 
standard on all New Yorker and Im- 
perial models with four-barrel carb and 
dual exhaust. Given a full house—two 
four-barrel carbs, dual exhaust, special 
air cleaner, dual breaker distributor, 
special cam and heavy duty valve springs 
and dampers— it will be standard on the 
Chrysler 300-E. 





MAGIC MIRROR is the Snow White- 


sounding designation applied to GM's 
new acrylic lacquer car finishes which 
seem destined to drive polishers to 
suicide. This new finish will be stand- 
ard equipment on all GM cars and re- 
quires no waxing or polishing if doused 
frequently with clear, cold weter. If all 
the claims are true, this is probably one 
of the greatest advances in transpor- 
tation since Phineas Fogg floun:ed 
around the world in 80 days. 


GM obviously has put a lot of confidence 


in the research and development work 
which has created this new and longer- 
lasting finish, for it has invested over 
$1 million to install 225 miles of paint 
lines in its Fisher Body plants to make 
the product available on all cars. 


RESEARCH STARTED in 1948 when it was 


recognized that acrylic lacquer was far 


CHRYSLER ENGINES for ‘59 change to 
wedge-type combustion chambers. 
Six basic engine sizes will be offered. 


superior in retaining its brilliance in 
clear form to any other lacquers then 
available. The next eight years were 
spent in developing methods of pig- 
menting to obtain desirable colors and 
quality of brilliance. When these prob- 
lems were solved, there still remained 
problems of methods of application. 
Pigment in the final lacquer had a ten- 
dency to settle out more rapidly. Means 
had to be developed to keep the pig- 
ment in suspension by agitation in a 
hose line when that particular hose line 
was not in use. This problem was solved 
by developing a recirculating system 
which keeps the lacquer constantly in 
motion. 





DETROIT’S SMALL-CAR POLICY of “watch- 


ful waiting” was summed up recently 
by J. O. Wright, Ford Motor Co. vice 
president and Ford Division general 
manager. 

No American manufacturer can be 
expected to “undertake the heavy ex- 
penditures for styling, engineering and 
special tools and machines to produce 
a new car,’ Wright said, “until he is 
convinced that sales volume justifies 
the investment and will return a rea- 
sonable profit.” 











THE SALE OF IMPORTS, Wright believes, 


can be expected to reach and sustain a 
level of from 300,000 to 400,000 units 
annually in the years immediately ahead 
—if no new small cars are introduced 
by domestic manufacturers. “Even if the 
total market for small cars, both foreign 
and domestic,” he explained, “were 
forecast at a substantially higher level 
—say 600,000 units annually—there is 
still serious question as to whether our 
normal share of such a market would 
yield the profits that might normally 
be expected from the additional invest- 
ment .. . Our research indicates that 
if it does become economically feasible 
to build a lighter or smaller car in 
Detroit, it should not follow the Euro- 
pean pattern. It should be comfortable 
and economical, and it should be built 
for the American highway. I believe 
that if and when it becomes justifiable 
from a business standpoint to produce 
a different type of car, Detroit will bring 
out an automobile that fully meets the 
requirements.” 


GENERAL MOTORS MOTORAMA will in- 


troduce the GM ’59 line of cars at its 
seven-day run in New York City’s Wal- 
continued on page 75 
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Mileage Minder has been imitated, but 
never equalled. This new model 300 contains 
potented engineering features which make it 
the unchallenged leader. No balls, valves, 
checks, springs or complicated adjustments. 


NEW . . . Model 300 Mileage Minder has the 
exclusive Magnetic Trouble Trap which cap- 
tures and holds all troublesome iron oxides, 
rust chips, weld flakes, thread shavings. Sold 
separately for $1.95—now installed without 
extra charge in the new Mileage Minder. 


NEW ... Only Mileage Minder has 
(or can have) the exclusive pat- 
ented diaphragm principle, which 
smooths out the damaging and 
wasteful fuel pump pulsations and 
delivers gasoline to the carburetor 
in a smooth, stecdy flow, at prop- 
erly engineered pressures. 


NEW .. . Mileage Minder’s handsome 
chrome and di-chromate finish makes 
it stand out like a jewel in your motor. 
Your friends will admire it. 


NEW .. . Easy to install, do it 
yourself! instructions are simple to 
follow. All you need is an end 
wrench and pliers. Takes only a 


few minutes. 


Your 
- favorite 
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Here's the/ patented. 


actual size 











Now, no more gas waste, 
bucking, hard starting, vapor lock and flooding. 
Mileage Minder gives you smooth, economical 

power, pickup and performance. Saves 3 or 





e 
* 
> 
*%e 


more gallons of each tank of gasoline! _,¢ r 


ww” 


.... Fuel Pressure Stabilizer and Purifier 
that will solve your car's fuel waste problems 
—as it has millions of others—at a new low price! 


The demand for Mileage Minder has 
multiplied to the point that we’ve added 
a new model to meet every need. 

If you’re one of the millions of motor- 
ists owning a late model car but you 
aren’t getting full performance from it, 
you need Mileage Minder’s guaranteed 
benefits. 

If you’re tired of getting only part of 
the gasoline mileage and performance 
you paid for...read along with us and 
we'll tell you how this great new prod- 
uct is specifically engineered for your 
car, and absolutely guarantees measure- 
able gasoline economy, improved per- 
formance and power. 

Modern cars have complicated and com- 
plex fuel systems. Higher horsepower, 
faster acceleration, higher cruising 
speed, safe passing speeds...these are 
things you pay for in a modern car... 
but do not always get. 

Fuel pressures have skyrocketed to meet 
the demands of modern engines. Just a 
few short years ago, fuel pressures of 
two pounds were common, but now many 
cars demand pressures of six, seven and 
even eight pounds per square inch. 
These higher fuel pressures are neces- 
sary for full performance, but they 
bring with them higher impact pres- 
sures, which mechanics recognize as the 
source of trouble. Furthermore, modern 
engines demand absolutely clean gaso- 
line, without mineral or metallic im- 
purities, so there can be no clogging of 





the highly sensitive needle valve in the 
carburetor. 

How Mileage Minder Goes to Work In 
Your Car. Mileage Minder is a com- 
bination fuel pressure stabilizer and 
purifier, which positively overcomes the 
conditions that are causing the trouble. 
The new Mileage Minder contains a 


dual neoprene diaphragm (U.S. Patent |. 


No. 2544289) which is spring-supported 
and acts as a pressure storage chamber; 
cushioning the impact of the gasoline 
as it comes from the fuel pumn; then 
passes fuel on to the carburetor in a 
smooth, even flow. Mileage Minder can 
cause no injurious fuel pressure reduc- 
tion. Instead, it smooths it out at the 
proper pressure for finest and most 
economical performance. 

Mileage Minder’s pressure chamber 
principle positively traps vapor-locking 
gasses, which cannot pass on through 
the fuel stream until condensed and 
liquefied. 

Mileage Minder contains a sintered 
bronze fuel filter, which positively re- 
moves all dust, dirt and sand, even as 
fine as .003”. 

New Mileage Minder has built-in mag- 
netic “Trouble Trap.” A powerful 
XH-297 magnet is positioned djrectly 
in the gas stream so that its magnetic 
field captures and holds all troublesome 





iron and steel oxides, weld chips, rust 
flakes, thread shavings or any ferrous | 


metallic particles. 
' 


Quick, dramatic results. The results are 
noticeable in your car at once. They are: 
e Save 10% to 40% gasoline 
e Stop flooding, hard starting 
e Give tiptoe power, flashing 
acceleration 
e Smooth idling. No stop sign dying 
e Makes starting quicker, 
easier, smoother 
e Cuts out gasping, stuttering, 
bucking 
e Ends annoying gas odors in car 
e Helps prevent fuel line vapor lock 
e Causes no harmful reduction 
or restriction of manufacturers’ 
recommended fuel pressures 
Money saving no risk offer. Right now, 
you too can experience the benefits of 
Mileage Minder on your own car—on a 
money-back guaranteed basis. If you’re 
not completely satisfied, just return 
Mileage Minder and your money will 
be cheerfully refunded. 
If you ordered Mileage Minder and 
Trouble Trap separately. the cost would 
be $8.90. Now, your new Mileage Minder 
is equipped with Magnetic Trouble Trap 
at a 28% saving... just $6.95, complete 
with fittings for your car. Mileage 
Minder is easily installed by anyone in 
just a few minutes, wth the simplest 
of tools. 
New Mileage Minder pays for itself in 
gas savings and improved performance, 
or your money refunded. 
At your automotive supplier, or use the 
money-saving coupon in this ad. 


TODAY! ~ Mail This Money-Saving No-Risk COUPON! 


Paser Manufacturing Co. 
533 MT-10 Turk. Street, San Francisco 2, Calif. 


Please send new Mileage Minder with magnetic 
Trouble Trap, with satisfaction guaranteed. (Quick- 


ly pays for itself or money refunded.) 


1 enclose cash 


check...... money order...... for $6.95. 


(Special, quick-action offer includes postage) 


Address... 


a 


Make, year and model of car... eee cece eee eee eee 
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by William Carroll 


SHORT TIME AGO I drove a car worth $200,000, with 

8367 miles on the speedometer and no chrome on the 
body. It was a prototype 1959 Buick Electra, the most-changed 
car General Motors offers for 1959. New body, new engine, 
new frame and a new idea—economy! 

We told you about Buick’s engine last month. Here's the 
rest of the story. The sedan we tested was one of the first 
Engineering cars built of production parts. It had been 
beaten almost to death by more than 5000 miles in two weeks 
of hammering over the Proving Ground’s famous Belgian 
Block, where 5000 miles equals 25,000 miles of normal use. 

First exciting view of the car was in Buick’s Engineering 
Test Garage, where ‘59s were being prepared for the day's 
runs. I started to walk around and look underneath the cars, 
but Oliver Kelley, Chief Engineer for Buick, promptly 
steered me to a conference room before I saw too much of 
what could be a 1960 parked in a corner of the test area. 

“What's this I hear about Buick being a ‘changed’ car 
for 1959?” I asked Kelley. 
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“Well, we think it is,’ he replied. “And you'll have a 
chance to find out for yourself later on. We've spent a lot of 
time on things that may not show the first time you drive the 
car. For example, the roll center has been raised 1.4 inches 
in front, three inches at the rear wheels so that weight is now 
suspended, rather than pivoted as before. As a result we have 
a car that handles. Air suspension is used at the rear only, 
which gives us the ride of air, plus the firm feel of steel coil 
front springs. Transmissions have been redesigned and axl 
ratios changed for better matching to our new high torque 
at low engine rpm. 

“Another thing you'll notice,” he continued, “is that our 
$9 is quieter—even though the car outside is not yet sound- 
proofed as will be production cars. We found that by moving 
the radiator and fan forward six inches, and throwing away 
the fan shroud, we reduced air turbulence under the hood 
and made the engine quieter. Besides, that darn shroud was 
always in the way on assembly. It has banged up more fan 


blades than I'd care to count.” continued on page 18 








an tactical a rasa 
ae 






Pini on ye ee es | 











TARY 
ENGRE TESTS ONLY 











ON Ini 


CONTINUED 


Kelley and I were still discussing the ‘59 improvements 
when Loyd Muller, Director of Experimental Engineering, 
came charging in with the latest field test report on economy. 
One of Loyd’s charts showed that in controlled testing through 
Los Angeles freeway and city traffic areas, cars equipped with 
401-cubic-inch engines and economy 2.78 to 1 axle ratios were 
giving two more miles to the gallon than identical cars with 
the 3.23 axle. 

Just then a mechanic stuck his head in the door and an- 
nounced that my car was ready. Out we charged. Kelley, Muller, 
Jerry Rideout of the Public Relations staff, and Carroll. Four 
men. One car. 

First impressions are often the best. And in this case first 
impressions were the greatest. The new lines are good and 
clean. It appeared fast just sitting, with little evidence of great 
size, yet typically Buick in styling of wheel cutouts and block 
Entry was no trouble, even for all of my six feet two 
for leg 


grille 
inches. The seat had plenty of travel to give room 
stretching. I could feel rear air suspension leveling the car as 
the others piled in. Vision was better than last year and the 
steering wheel seems to be just where a steering wheel feels 
best. But that dog-gone front seat . . . There’s plenty of head- 
room—equal to the best—but designers lowered the top two 
inches from "58 and stole 1 inches of this from front cushion 
height. With long legs it’s no fun sitting so close to the floor, 
and comfort differences between a ‘59 and ’58 are greatly in 
favor of the older model. 

Instruments there are, with plenty of dials and meters to 
keep us happy. It’s a handsome panel, with the biggest speedom- 
eter I've ever seen. The thing stretches almost 20 inches across 
the cluster, with a fat red line marking road speed. Like all 


1958 
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“drum-type” speedometers it is fairly hard to get an accurate 
indication because the marking line is at an angle to the 
numbered lines. 

The shift indicator has vertical markings this year, and for 
goodness sake be careful if you change from a Twin Turbine 
to a Triple Turbine and back again. The patterns are almost 
backward, and on Triple jobs you pass through REVERSE after 
leaving PARK. Check your indicator before flooring the throttle 
or you could just find yourself backing, when you expected to 
make a flashy departure. 

The mammoth windshield is a gift to tall men. The upper 
corners head back into the roof a couple of inches, which ts 
just enough to improve vision for high traffic signals and 
mountain curves. Most of us have wondered if sunlight, through 
the upper portion of the glass, would be impossible to bear 
It didn’t bother me, when for a change Michigan offered sunny 
days for MOTOR TREND’s testing. 

First stop was a collection of quarter-mile roads innocently 
labeled Pontiac Trail (chuckholed pavement), 12-Mile Road 
(humps and dips to throw a body) and Noise Road (different 
pavements causing a variety of tire noises). Back and forth we 
went over all three of them. First the “59, then the ‘58 and 
back to the "59 for pictures comparing it with the ‘58 over I ?- 
Mile Road. Both cars flew high on the humps and both bor- 
tomed when they slammed back to earth again. My ‘59 -on- 
tinued straight ahead with the body regaining equilibrium »n 
the third bounce. By contrast the ‘58 wallowed bad!y as « 
danced around and body side shake gave me a feeling the car 
was going to throw itself madly off the road. On tire-screeching 
U turns at the ends of the strips, the ‘58 would dry out, bur 
the improved '59 carburetor (with more fuel in the float 
bowl) refused to dry under the most severe cornering. 

From the engineers came a lengthy list of reasons for Buick’s 
better handling on rough roads. Included in their comments 
were: Front coil springs with nearly a half-inch more whecl 
travel before rubber bumpers contact the stops . . . Same wheel 
rate (softness of ride) as '58 . A new all-weather shock 
absorber fluid which allows the factory to set shocks for stiff 
hot-weather contro! without their locking in freezing weather 
. . . Wider front stabilizer of %4-inch-diameter steel rod . . . 
Re-valved rear shocks . Rear track bar raised over three 
inches on rear axle and frame mountings . . . Rear air springs 
with design spring rate reduced to approximately 55 per 
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cent of coil spring suspension for a distance of about one inch 
each side of normal trim height. This provides a variable 
spring rate at the rear which takes effect if the wheel moves 
further into compression or rebound beyond the one-inch travel. 

Next up was a mad collection of turns aptly named the Ride 
Road. No problem with traffic, it is a group of multiple curves 
of varying radii where some thoughtful person had leveled 
ground next to the pavement so that unhappy cars can slide 
in a shriek of rubber and end up in the dirt without rolling 
over. First we took the 59 through rather slowly to refresh 
our memory as to the curves. Then we went back a little faster. 
In several corners I tried drifting at 50 miles an hour, then 
slamming on the brakes for a simulated emergency stop. Nothing 
happened except that we stopped. Of course there were four 
strips of rubber on the asphalt, but the Electra was still on the 
road and in good shape. 

Taking the 58 over the same road taught me a lot. At slow 
speeds the handling (but not the steering) was about the same. 
The moment speed was attempted the "58 body seemed just 
about ready to part company from the chassis. Sway and lean 
took over while Carroll hung on. In the simulated emergency 
stop I was honestly worried about hitting the clamps at 50 mph 
on the same curve used with the 59. So the ’58 was held to 40. 
Just as well I did. At 50 we'd be sliding yet. The rear end of 
the ‘58 broke loose and we ended diagonally across the road. 

Checking over engineering specifications shows a lot of 
reasons for improved handling: Three-inch-greater tread, giving 
a broader base to the car . .. Wider front stabilizer of “4-inch 
steel rod . . . Rear track bar with thick rubber bushings, giving 
a lower lateral rate to the assembly and keeping side shake to 
a minimum ... Raised roll center to get maximum car weight 
suspended below the center point rather than pivoted above as 
has been past practice . . . And, indirectly helpful, improved 
power steering that takes three degrees of wheel movement 


(last year it was nearly seven degrees) to actuate power 
assistance. 
Belgian Blocks came next, the proving ground’s most 


famous mile and a half. Built in 1929, the tough granite pav- 
ing stones were taken from old Chicago Loop streets, where 
they had survived pounding by heavy traffic since the Chicago 
fire. Set in unyielding concrete, these rugged blocks simulate 
some of Europe’s roughest roads. 
























We drove the 59 over the route several times at increasing 
speed, to a point where it seemed as th_ugh tires were never 
on the pavement. Most severe test on the route is a hump and 
hollow which slams the front of a car toward the p.vement 
so hard the front bumper clangs like a bell. Comparing a ‘58 
with the °59 showed that both rode fairly well, and dove 
equally deep over the hump. But again there was certainly a 
difference in handling. The ‘58 felt icy. The wheels seemed 
off the ground so much that I was flying by the seat of my 
pants with little control left for steering. 

On the other hand, the 59 felt more solid, as though some- 
thing could be done if you wanted to change direction of the 
car in a hurry. Two things I checked on the Blocks were amount 
of door shake and rear end shake. It’s good to be able to say 
that doors on the 59 didn’t spend any time moving about in 
their frames and those sweeping rear fins were not vibrating 
as rear metal has vibrated on other cars I’ve driven. 

Specifications outline some items responsible for solidity: 
Softer design body mounts employ thicker, softer rubber and 
a lower spring rate to insulate bodies from frame . . . New 


wider K-type frame with boxed siderails is as torsionally rigid 

































BUICK’S NEW ENGINE promises rare 
combination of economy and per- 
formance. Its 401-cubic-inch displace- 
ment and 10.5 to 1 compression ratio 
deliver 325 horsepower, yet give up 
to 19 miles per gallon. Variety of 
engine - transmission - rear axle op- 
tions is offered on three 1959 series. 












PARTS NOT COMMON to both 364- and 
401-cubic-inch engines are shown at 
eft, indicating extensive modifica- 
tions needed for more efficiency. 
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as the I-beam X-frame used in °58, but the new design cuts 
longitudinal deflection to two-thirds that of the old design .. . 
Plus, increased spring travel and improved shock absorber 
valving in the rear. (Keep in mind that our test car had air 
suspension in the rear. Coil spring jobs would be a little 
rougher. ) 

Kelley suggested I run the Test Track Return Road, a curving 
7.2 per cent grade with massive tar strips spaced to shake the 
daylights out of suspension and steering as you corner up the 
hill at 5O miles an hour. Both cars (the 58 and 59) were 
run over the road. I couldn’t help but wonder how ’58s ever 
get around a corner. The one I drove was all over the place 
and steering an even radius became a problem of continual 
attention to the wheel. By contrast, the 59 tooled around the 
curve at the same speed with body and chassis all comfort- 
ably in one place. The "59 had the same amount of steering 
wheel shock as the 58, but control was more sure. 

We didn’t try any formal brake tests. The same aluminum 
drums used on some models last year have been improved for 
better heat transfer, dimensional stability, and uninterrupted 
iron braking surface. The new method of making the drums 
has a cast iron liner grit blasted down to pure metal, then 
immersed in molten aluminum at 1375° F. By slow agitation 
the aluminum combines chemically with the raw iron, forming 
a surface coating of iron aluminum alloy. The iron liner ( main- 
tained at 1375° F) is transferred quickly to a permanent mold, 
where the aluminum drum body is cast around it. 

About the nearest thing to brake tests happened while making 
acceleration runs with the car on what GM calls the Straight- 
away, which is a flat, one-mile-long strip. We'd accelerate for 
a quarter-mile, check for time, then stop by the half-mile 
marker and repeat the acceleration test. Ten runs and the brakes 
were doing just as well at the end as at the beginning. 

There are lots of reasons for better performance (coupled 
with better economy) in the new Buick. For example the 
Twin Turbine transmission (Variable Pitch Dynaflow on ’58s) 
has a ratio of 4.7 to 1 at stall .. . The Triple Turbine trans- 
mission (Flight Pitch Dynaflow on ‘58s), with new second 
turbine blade to improve response, has a maximum starting 
ratio of 4.75 to 1. But it’s the same story: lots of low-speed 
torque in the new engine tied to a turbine transmission pro- 
vides plenty of zip to 35 miles an hour, then acceleration flattens 
out and a climb to the century is slower, but smooth. 
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TAKING TEST ‘59 BUICK AROUND SWEEPING TURNS, THEN REPEATING IN A ‘58 INDICATED SUPERIOR HANDLING OF NEW MODEL. 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN FRAME include “ 
K-type frame with boxed siderails i. 
(replacing ‘58's X-type), front 

coils with more wheel travel, larger and 
wider front stabilizer bar, revalved shocks. 


x. 


Our mileage tests were made on the same straightaway = 
for acceleration trials. GM _ installed a complicated devic 
known as a “fuel board” that divides a gallon of gasoline into 
1000 parts. Then it keeps track of every one of the thousand 
as you use them. A fifth wheel gave us the correct speed and 
we ran both ways to eliminate any slight difference of wind 
direction. Mileages were high, and rightly so—the test cal 
had all Economy options and was driven at steady speeds 
Computed fuel consumption was 19.2 mpg at 30 mph, 18.5 af 
40, and 15.6 at 60. For over-the-road driving knock about 
10 per cent off these figures, which still leaves the 1959 Buick 
a rather economical big car. 

High-speed driving at GM’s Proving Ground is hardly afi 
test of car-ability at all. We used the 3.8-mile, five-lane test 
track, which has each lane marked for the minimum speed 
ie., Low Speed, 40, 50, 60 and High Speed. Assuming a 
per cent speedometer error at high speed, the Buick 
scooting around at well over 100 miles an hour. But the t 
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is so smooth and the curves so well banked there is little 
opportunity to evaluate suspension and handling. One thing 
J did rotice: The '59 Buick is quiet. With windows closed 
and driving over the hundred mark, engineer Bob Spinner 
and I could converse in our normal tone of voice. This was 











in a test car not yet fully sound-proofed to production specifica- 
tions. Bob told me that Buick is the only GM Division with 
n Acoustics Section to specify sound conditioning for pro- 
ion cars. This implies that "59 production units are going 
be mighty quiet indeed. 

Ahead, underneath, and almost behind GM's most-changed 
(af are a new engine, improved transmission, and some pleasantly 
economical rear axle ratios. These are offered in a number of 
interesting combinations (see page 59). 

While talking with Joe Turlay a little later about the 
10.5 to 1 compression ratio of the 1959 engines, I expressed 
my concern with the time it would take for the chambers to 
become loaded to the point that premium gasoline would not 
prevent knock unless the spark were retarded. Joe had no 
feady answer, but suggested I check an oil company for in- 
formation on octane requirements. Through the Mobil people 
| found research reports from Du Pont, who manufacture 
themicals used in gasoline. 

Here was news! While making tests of the octane require- 
ments for five brand-new 1958 cars Du Pont discovered that 
octane requirements of the Buick engine, as determined by 
the Modified Uniontown Road Knock Test Procedure, were 
one full point below the average of all five cars, and three 
full points below the highest car. The rub is funny. The highest 
rated car (with the engine requiring gasoline of the highest 
octane number) runs exactly the same compression ratio as 


4 the Buick. And it’s made by another GM Division. This report 


indicates that Buick’s combustion chamber could build about 
30,000 miles of combustion deposits before it would require the 



































ALUMINUM BRAKE DRUMS now have inner surface of iron- 
aluminum alloy that offers more efficient heat transfer. 


A 







REAR COIL SPRINGS can be replaced with air springs. 
Diagonal tie bar raises roll center, improves handling. 


same high octane number gasoline the other engine requires 
when brand new. To me this lower mechanical octane number 
of the Buick combustion chamber is one of the engine’s really 
great advantages. 

And you know, this may well be the reason I like the 59 
Buick. For years “new” cars have hit the street with re-arranged 
chrome and advertising claims that would have you believe 
this new model was the greatest thing since night baseball. 
Underneath we'd find the same old chunk of iron. But Buick 
is a car of understatement this year, with a potful of real 
changes under those sharp body lines. 

Such sweeping changes began when GM completed a survey. 
Management wanted to know, “What kind of people are 
planning the purchase of a Buick?” The answer was what you 
may have suspected. The greatest number of potential buyers 
are people who drive a lot of hard miles. “So we designed a car 
for them,” said Kelley. “A soft ride, good handling—and quiet.” 

This approach prompted one kibitzer to comment, “They 
quit making Buicks when 1958 production stopped. Now 
they're building automobiles.” /mt 
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El Chamaco 
de MEXICO 


Ricardo Rodriguez, world’s youngest professional race driver, 

retired as Mexican Motorcycle Champion at 13, is currently winning 
sportscar races at 16... and may very well capture the World's 
Championship—when he’s old enough to race everywhere in the world. 







N APRIL 7, 1957, a young Mexican named Ricardo 
Rodriguez competed for the first time in his life in a 
sportscar race. Driving a small Italian Osca, he finished an 
International Race on the wildly twisting Avandaro, Mexico 
road circuit in third place behind a Ferrari driven by Cali- 
fornian John Von Neumann and the Mexican national sports- 
car champion’s powerful D-type Jaguar. But the enthusiastic 
crowd's loudest cheers were for “El Chamaco”—a nickname 
meaning “The Kid” that Rodriguez had acquired back in his 
motorcycle-racing days. 

A few months later, Rodriguez turned up at another 
Mexican road race for his second try in a sportscar—this 
time at a little Mexican town named Puebla, and with a 
fast, highly maneuverable RS Porsche which was very well 
suited to the short, winding mountainous road circuits typical 
of Mexico. Ken Miles, a top contender for the title of “best 
small-car driver in America,” beat Rodriguez out of a win by 
a few seconds, but the Mexican fans went into howling 
ecstasies, chanting “Viva El Chamaco! Viva El Chamaco! 
Rodriguez! Rah, Rah, Rah!!” at ear-splitting volume until 
they exhausted themselves some minutes after the finish. 

Last September Rodriguez took his third swing as a 
rookie sportscar racer at yet a third Mexican circuit. Far 
from striking out, he drove the Porsche home to a tremendous 
victory against large odds. Because of a meager entry, the 





organizers had reluctantly canceled the small-car race and 
asked the few drivers of under-1500cc cars, including 
Rodriguez, to run in the big-car event against a sizable field 
of Chevrolet-engined specials, Ferraris, a D-Jag and other sont 
potent machines piloted by experienced men, not boys. Any peop! 
competent handicapper would have figured in two more facts: thing 
Ricardo Rodriguez was 15 years old and he had a bad cold. moro 
Well, he won anyway—decisively, cleanly and by no fluke. Ene | 
And this time the big fiesta-celebrating crowd in the Mexican great 
town of Torreén went completely berserk. They broke down the \ 
police barriers, swarmed across the road in a wildly screaming Brive 
tide to literally engulf their new young hero who was so some 
exhausted that only the pressure of the crowd around him auto 
kept him on his feet. Finally, getting his first taste of an neith 
idol-worshipping crowd run amok, frantically but unfruit- mor < 
fully searching for his father or anyone else to help his told 
escape, Ricardo was roughly hoisted to the shoulders of the ait 
eagerest and carried, limp and smiling wanly, to the judges’ Ser 
stand. h 
Fifteen minutes later Ricardo was still being treated by a te 
doctor for the suffocating mauling he had received when his we 
frantic father managed to beat his way through the mob to rier 
him. Ricardo says of this episode, “I never have been afraid plexi 
during a race. Not ever. But I was very much afraid when I 5 dinas 
realized that all those people running across the road were 3 boy» 
coming for me! It was like a nightmare.” : the | 
Does he like such fame? Ricardo is shy and somewhat 5 rami 
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RICARDO RODRIGUEZ, PRIDE OF MEXICO, DRIVES WITH PROFESSIONAL FINESSE IN PORSCHE DURING 1957 NASSAU RACES. 


noncommittal. “No,” he answered, “not like that, but usually 
people are very nice and I don’t mind when they say nice 
things and ask for my autograph.” Since he won his first 
motorcycle race at the age of 11, people have been asking 
for his autograph and saying “nice” things like “You're 
great!” and “A young Fangio! You'll be champion driver of 
the world!” Further, these fans include experienced race 
drivers, many of whom he has beaten, and a number of 
somewhat jaded but immensely perceptive 
auto racing reporters. But Ricardo is 
neither vain about his extraordinary skill, 
nor does he feel that it is as great as he is 
told. “So far my cars are small and I have only driven a few 
races. 1 have much to learn yet.” 

Seeing Ricardo sitting in his 11th-grade classroom at 
school—studying his favorite subjects of algebra and his- 
tory, earning only average grades and looking forward to 
finishing high school so that he can be at the University of 
Mexico with his brother, Pedro—it would take an extraor- 
dinarily astute person to single out the somewhat stocky 
boy with the round, pleasant face and mischievous eyes, as 
the youngest professional race driver in the world. (The 
ramifications of this are both amusing and frustrating: Ricar- 
do raced against Phil Hill, Masten Gregory, Carroll Shelby 


by D. M. 


and Stirling Moss during Nassau Speed Week last Decem- 
ber but legally could not drive a foot on the public streets 
of Nassau.) He is also probably the only national champion 
of anything (motorcycle racing in Ricardo’s case) who re- 
tired at the age of 13. 

Ricardo started to race because his older brother, Pedro, 
raced. And Pedro, two years older, started racing before his 
parents knew about it. The denouement came one day 
when he was 10 vears old and his mother 
caught a glimpse of him roaring through 
the neighborhood streets on a borrowed 
motorcycle. There was serious talk be- 
tween Pedro Sr. and Pedro Jr. that evening. But when the 
episode was repeated papa decided that if his son were to 
risk breaking his neck, better that he do it on a good ma- 
chine in flawless mechanical condition and with papa—not 
exactly inexperienced behind the wheel of a motorcycle— 
to teach him properly. That same year Pedro was also taught 
how to drive an automobile. 

Perhaps the true key to the Rodriguez boys’ incredible 
accomplishments in the world of speed is the fact that the 
senior Rodriguez was “not exactly unfamiliar with a motor- 
cycle,” as he once said. Thirty years ago he was commander 
of the first-ever team of daredevil continued on page 66 
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will chrysler 
change 


With Chrysler buying into 
Simca. does this mean that 


the wedge-shape influence may 


be seen — sooner or later — 
olan daliswsole)ol0l(-l am mi a-)alerammianlelelans 


igen ADROIT ENTRY into the small-car field—through 
its purchase of the 15.2 per cent Ford Motor Co. holdings 
in Simca of France—is this car maker's stop-gap answer to 
the big Detroit question mark: smaller cars. 

Merchandising Simca’s ready-made family of cars through 
its dealers will give Chrysler a first-hand feel of the market 
and enable them to better judge which way the frog may 
jump. It will also enable Chrysler to realize some return from 
imported car sales; at present a number of its dealers carry 
imports in addition to Chrysler lines, but from these sales 
the corporation makes no profit. 

Further evidence that the small car is looming larger in 
Detroit thinking was the added statement of L. L. Colbert, 
Chrysler president, when announcing the Simca agreement. 
“We are continuing our studies on a North American-type 
small car,” he said, “for possible production in our United 
States and Canadian plants to serve the North American 
continent. We intend to remain in a position to take what- 
ever action is appropriate as market conditions develop.” 


UNDER ITS AGREEMENT Chrysler has sole importing rights 
in the United States and Canada for all Simca products. 
These include the popular 96-inch-wheelbase Aronde with 
four-cylinder overhead valve engine; the four- and eight- 
cylinder Ariane with 106-inch wheelbase; and the V8 Vedette 
with 106-inch wheelbase. Simca also makes a series of gaso- 
line and Diesel trucks. 

Simca cars are now sold through 600 dealers in the United 
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simca? 


ae 


States and Canada, and about 40 per cent of these outlets 
now handle Chrysler ——. The Aronde will probably 
get the pitch in Chrysler merchandising and will be offered 
through all Chrysler, Dodge, DeSoto and Plymouth dealers 
who want to take it on. The 60 per cent of Simca dealers 
who do not now handle Chrysler products will continue to 
re-eive Simcas through Chrysler, who has set up a nationwide 
organization to handle Simca advertising, distribution, parts 
and service operations. 

From the Simca owner's standpoint the new arrangement 
will unquestionably provide more widespread service facili- 
ties and better parts availability through present Chrysler 
installments here and in Canada. It will also expedite in- 
surance and financing arrangements. 


SIMCA OUTPUT HAS CLIMBED from 42,000 vehicles in 1951 
to 172,000 last year. Production for the first quarter of 1958 
totaled 56,000 units against 41,000 in the same period of 
1957. Simca’s total U.S. sales for the first five months of 
1958 was 5827, which topped its total of 5766 for the entire 
year of 1957. The line is expected to pick up sharply under 
the impetus of the Chrysler agreement as sales have not 
been pushed aggressively except on the West Coast. 
Post-announcement analysis of the agreement has led to 
many conjectures as to how Chrysler may influence Simca 
design—even though Chrysler owns less than one-sixth of 
the French firm. Here are some ideas of how the styling 
concept of “wedge and fins” might be applied. /Mt 
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Artist Stan Mott has predicated his conjectural drawings 
of a Chrysler-ized Simca on the following analysis: 


“Present design of the Simca Aronde is quite similar 
to 1949 styling in the U.S. Adding fins, grille changes 
and other face-lifting would result in a car which at 
best would appear to be a still-outmoded 1952 model. It 
would seem much more logical to style a car for con- 
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temporary American tastes, rather than attempt to 
Americanize and up-date an older European design. 

“The approach to styling suggested here would be 
more competitive in the imported car field—first against 
those European economy cars that are admittedly stodgy 
in design, and perhaps even more importantly, against 
the smaller cars styled by Ford and Chevrolet—if and 
when they decide to come out with them.” 








“Modification” 


by NARDI 


Beautiful Nardi-Vignale 


sprint coupe began 
career as humble Fiat 600 





URING HER FIRST LOOK at the Nardi-Vignale coupe, a femi- 
nine member of MOTOR TREND’S staff promptly remarked, 
“Why, it’s as cute as a bug’s ear!” And she was right. It is. But 
calling a sportscar “cute” is frowned upon by enthusiasts, most of 
whom prefer their machines to be considered slightly more virile 
in nature. All is not lost. 

The Nardi offers this sort of appeal, too. It comes as close to 
being all things to all people as anything we have come across 
in a long while. It is small and compact, yet spacious. Fuel con- 
sumption is in the economy car class, while performance is satis- 
factorily brisk. Performance is sensational when you consider that 
the engine displaces only 45.5 cubic inches (750cc). And the 
styling is in the eye-stopping, one-of-a-kind show car category. 

This little 1300-pound coupe has quite a career before it 
is ever seen by a prospective customer. The 78*4-inch-wheelbase 
chassis is almost pure Fiat 600. Nardi and Co., a Turin, Italy, 
speed equipment firm, buy the bare chassis and perform a major 
revamp of the engine. Bore remains stock (2.38 inches) but a 
heavier stroked crank brings stroke to 2.56 inches. A new high- 
compression cylinder head (9 to 1) with larger valves and dou- 





26 MOTOR TREND/OCTOBER 1958 


Photos by Bob D’Olive 





ENGINE in smart coupe is Fiat 600 extensively modified 
by Nardi to 750cc. Horsepower is upped from 22 to 45. 





ble springs, a cleaner intake manifold with enlarged ports, high 
compression pistons, a hotter camshaft and all components care- 
fully balanced bring the horsepower from a stock 22 to a reliable 
45.5 bhp at 6500 rpm. Brakes are the same as on the Fiat 
Multipla and are most reliable. Steering remains stock and is a 


. trifle slow at 37% turns lock-to-lock for such a sporting machine. 


After the go-power is added, the chassis goes to Vignale for 
some truly elegant coachwork. The body has been designed by 
Michelotti and is only one step removed from a stylist’s dream 
car. Generally these cars are lovely to look at but a thin alu- 
minum skin makes them too delicate to touch. Not so with this 
one. It is steel—an important point to anyone contemplating 
the battle of American traffic. 

Finish is one of the car’s fine points. Everything fits—and fits 
well. Handsome and comfortable individual seats are uphol- 
stered in a light tan synthetic similar to Naugahyde. Headliner 
and door panels match in the same material. There are subtle 
touches that speak of quality. For example, the knob on the 
driver's window crank folds flush. On the dash the central instru- 
ment is a combined speedo and tach with the inner needle for 













LOW SILHOUETTE (4534 inches) is apparent here. Space 
under hood accommodates gas tank, spare and tools. 


INTERIOR is beautifully finished, roomy. Behind seats is 
ample iuggage space but no headroom for passengef. 
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speed and an outer dial which denotes revs. The beautiful lami- 
nated wood and aluminum wheel will almost sell the car. 

Interior space is remarkably well utilized. There is plenty 
of legroom (area around the pedals is snug), and behind the 
seats, under the huge rear window, there is enough room for a 
child to sit or for extended touring Juggage. Vision is practically 
unlimited fore and aft but wrap-around windshields don’t in- 
trigue us, even when they come from Italy. At the rear of the 
door is a windwing-that-isn’t, necessary so that the window may 
be lowered without being stopped at_half-mast inside the door. 
This pseudo-ventilator is one of the car’s very few annoying 
features. It is easy to catch an arm on the top of the frame. 

The most exciting aspect of this automobile is a stint behind 
the wheel. The gearshift is neatly positioned and slides into the 
top three synchronized gears with little effort. A short wheelbase 
is responsible for a softly pitching ride but shock action is so good 
that ride is not a problem. We got the feeling that the noise 
level could stand reduction through insulation but it is exciting 
to hear the engine wind past 7000 rpm in third gear (6750 is 





BODY DESIGN is distinctively styled, 
attracts attention from any angle. 


the rev limit) without complaint. Swing axles in the rear create 
an oversteer condition somewhat akin to the early Porsches. The 
car feels skittish at first but actually is quite secure in the turns; 
just don’t become alarmed and try sudden deceleration while 
cornering. Top speed is in the 95-mph range and we exceeded 
32 miles per gallon of gas. This fuel figure included a number 
of 65-mph-plus dragstrip runs—not the best for economy. 

The car shown here is actually the prototype. The U.S. distrib- 
utors, Nardi Automotive Distributors, North Hollywood, Calif., 
brought this first copy over to see what needed to be altered to 
make it more suited to American needs. The p.o.e. price will be 
$3193 when the expected 40-per-month delivery starts in Octo- 
ber and there will be changes from this car. The tubular bumpers 
will cover more area and will be steel instead of aluminum. There 
will be an extra rear deck airscoop, armrests inside, a fresh air 
intake for the cockpit, a Weber carburetor instead of Solex, 
doors that will stay open and sealbeam lights among other modi- 
fications. It’s a wise system and one that more distributors would 
do well to follow. —Wayne Thoms 


REAR VIEW emphasizes huge expanse of glass in back window. Portholes and rear grille are engine air intakes. 
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DATSUN TAXI roars down one of Tokyo’s main streets. 
New sedan has been proven on Japan’s rough roads. 


™“ 


WAFFLE PATTERN full foam rubber seats and backs have 
vinyl upholstery and provide firm but comfortable ride. 


28 MOTOR TREND/OCTOBER 1958 


ATSUN, JAPAN’S NEWEST automobile to seek recognitiog 
on the American market, is a perky, four-door sedan, whos 
87.4-inch wheelbase somehow manages to provide seating ca 
pacity and legroom for four passengers. Engineered for rugged 
ness, economy and low manufacturing cost, its function 
simplicity rather than austerity is evident throughout the enti 
car. From the vinyl upholstering and headliner, the full foam 
rubber seats and well-fitting floor mats, to the easily accessib 
engine compartment with its built-in work light, there is 
feeling of quality and workmanship. Unadorned with glitte 
all the necessary components have been executed in a straight 
forward manner. Suspended pedals, hydraulic clutch, oil bad 
air cleaner, built-in heater, turn indicators, underseal and whi 
sidewall tires are all standard for a port-of-entry price of $1849 
on the West Coast. 
Mechanically, everything is on the heavy side, which pose 
quite a problem for a 40-hp, 60.2-cubic-inch (988cc) enging 


but the column shift four-speed gearbox (synchromesh in all 


but first gear) allows the most t> be made of the small power- 
plant. With a dry weight of 2519 pounds, each horsepower is 
pulling 62.9 pounds, not exactly a lively power-to-weight ratio. 


The engine compartment is appointed in the best imported} 


car fashion—roomy and well ordered for easy maintenance, 


Even the hood has an extra-high latch that permits nearly verticalff 
positioning. Datsun’s four-cylinder, overhead-valve pushrod en- 
gine which has proved so successful in Japanese taxicabs, is 


oversquare (bore 2.88 inches, stroke 2.32 inches), has a com- 


pression ratio of 7 to 1, and claims 70 miles per hour with af] 


single “Hitachi” Solex downdraft carburetor. 

The Nissan Motor Co., Ltd., builders of trucks and bulldozers, 
probably had these in mind when they designed the Datsua’s 
front axle. It is an I-beam section big enough to hold a truck 
This axle, along with a 2 by 414-inch box section frame ané 
long semi-elliptic springs, accounts for a goodly portion of the 
weight, but also makes for a very rugged vehicle. 

The car that Bob Woolverton of Woolverton Motors, North 
Hollywood, Calif. (Western distributors for Datsun) rurned 
over to MOTOR TREND for an introductory drive had less that 
200 miles on the odometer. It felt a little stiff in the engi 
department but handled well for a 2500-pound-plus car. 
steering was quick, four turns lock-to-lock, and finger lig 
Parking was a cinch as a turning radius of 16 feet alloy 
easy Maneuvering into tight places. 

Most of the floor area of the luggage compartment is ta 
up with the spare, but there is still a surprising amount 
space for a car with such a short wheelbase and so little overhang 
Metal side pieces block off the otherwise unusable area inside 
the rear fenders for storage of tools and other small items 


Emphasizing strength to the last detail, the jack supplied is af 


squatty screw-type with a two-ton capacity. 

British Lucas stop and tail lights and American GE sealbeaa 
headlights are 12-volt. The battery, coil, starter, generator and]” 
distributor are of Japanese manufacture, but bear a striking 
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blance to Lucas equipment. One feature other manufacturers 
yould do well to copy is a full rubber cover for the distributor. 
Considering that the Datsun is sprung for four passengers, 
he test ride with two persons was a little on the firm side but 
could be improved by running the 5.00 x 15 tires a little softer. 
tlescopic shocks do a good job of keeping the wheels on the 
igfound without transmitting harsh jolts to the passengers. 

Datsun will take no prizes on the dragstrip, but from the 
size of the radiator and the solid undercarriage and body, it 





eam 
and PMUG TRUNK holds flat-mounted spare, double-box-end 
king 9 wrench, two-ton-rated screw jack, touch-up paint. 






SUSPENDED PEDALS, column shift and low tunnel give more 
legroom. Hose is defroster connection from center heater. 


FOUR-DOOR SEDAN has perky look, rounded 
corners despite only 87.4-inch wheelbase. 






























will grind along a mountain road in first gear all day long 
without overheating or breaking anything. Behind the delicate 
cherry blossoms and modern cities of Japan, are some of the 
roughest back roads in the world. The Datsun was built to 
survive this tooth-jarring, spring-breaking travel that reduces 
an ordinary car to shambles in six months. 

Distribution in the eastern part of the U.S. (22 states) will 
be handled by Luby-Datsun Ltd. (New York City) at a port- 
of-entry price of $1799. /MT 








Photos by Bob D’Olivo, R. E. Petersen 


TINY POWERPLANT is surrounded with well-fitting, acces- 
sible components. Five-foot-cord work light is handy. 
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“When spring shone its bright face after a long cold 
winter, every man’s thoughts turned to love—love for 
a new car, that is. But when this man—namely me— 
started to evaluate the multitude of facts laid before 
him, he made a startling discovery. Everything was 
not as bright as the manufacturers might lead you to 
believe. First, many new innovations (ones which have 
been on many European autos no more than five years 
and are thereby classed new in the US.) either didn’t 
pan out (such as several fuel injection systems an- 
nounced but never produced), or were not as good as 
the former years’ offerings (air suspension as compared 
to conventional steel springs or torsion bars). 

“Secondly, the basic styling of new cars is atrocious, 
but not nearly so much as the uninhibited hanging on 
of chrome and other anodized trim. If many of the new 
cars were scaled down to a four-passenger type, and 
dechromed to a great extent, they would actually be- 





MEMO TO DETROIT 
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FIRST PRIZE 


come very esthetic pieces of art, automotively speaking. 

“I believe the real reason I didn’t buy a new car is 

one which millions of Americans are realizing this year. 
The auto is not the prestige item it used to be. People 
today are putting the money they can spare into the 
pursuit of a new American way of life—new homes, 
boats and motors, hi-fi sets and many other items to 
increase the pleasure they want to receive out of their 
increased leisure hours. This year's higher prices, hollow 
promises, high depreciation, and lower gas mileage 
figures have pushed the public into really sitting back 

and evaluating the situation. The public has decided to 


put its money into items it can appreciate day after 
day, not depreciate day after day. This is the reason I 
y y y 


did not buy a car and I believe the reason many other 
people did not buy.” 
Stanley L. Groover 


5804 Access Rd. 
Dayton 31, Ohio 
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SSscm SECOND PRIZE 
(tA “This month I make my final payment on my 1955 automobile, 
pis after 36 months of $80 payments. I’m not anxious to assume 
yin Imes another three-year obligation by buying a 1958 model. Here 
i are other reasons why III continue to drive my 1955 car: 
ad ‘The price of a comparable 1958 is too high. The car depre- 
rx Pe ciates faster than you can retire the balance owed on a three-year 
ee contract. 


“Radical style changes promised in post-war era have not ma- 
terialized. Windshield wipers have not kept abreast of increased 
windshield glass area. Due to style changes and lowering of 
1958 cars, chair-high seats are gone and so is comfort. 

“Present 1955 model uses regular gasoline and non-detergent 
oil. A 1958 model would require premium gas and detergent 
oil. The 1958 models do not give the gas mileage I get on my 
1955 model, and have more horsepower than I ever need in 
driving under present speed limits. 

“Lack of quality control is apparent in 1958 models due to 
water leaks, poor door fit, and bad matching of chrome trim. 

“I do not care to go through the inspection period and failure 
of dealer to fulfili pre-purchase promises of service and complete 
satisfaction. Salesmen do not know product, and seldom offer a 
demonstration drive, yet expect you to spend thousands of dollars 
without first trying out the automobile. 

“Fourteen-inch tires are troublesome. I prefer to wait until 
they are perfected. 

“Lastly, no 1958 model has filled me with a desire to buy, 
either style-wise or performance-wise.” 


D. W. Price Jr. 





2312 Titus Ave. 
Rochester 22, N.Y. 


THIRD PRIZE 


also increase tire wear and make for hazardous driving. 
I am not impressed by high horsepower claims; the 
gains, if any, are usually used for driving an increasing 
number of more-or-less luxury accessories. However, 
I do seriously note torque and performance. 

“Let us have a return to the fundamentals, or at least 
make them optional—the ammeter, oil pressure gauge, 
trip odometer, if not tachometer. Needed above all are 
diminishing same could decrease overhang and/or strict quality control and a nearer approach to the 
shorten wheelbase, give us lighter, shorter, garage- meticulous workmanship of most of the foreign 


fitting cars which would more readily slip into parking marques. 
slots. “I refuse to buy another car until I am satisfied that 


“I object to big fins and bulgy body panels. Why (within a reasonable price) the new car I purchase is 
should a car look like a plane any more than a sub- as functional in design, is in as good condition, and 
marine or steam locomotive? Can't it look like what it will be apt to give me no more trouble, than the 1949 
is and thereby reduce initial costs, and also repair costs, | modified model I now drive.” 
on these huge body sections? Aubrey H. Widson 460 N. Highland Ave. 

“I don’t like the brake-limiting small wheels, which Los Angeles 36, Calif. 
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“I did not buy a new car this year because | refuse 
to fall for gimmicks. My purchase must be functional 
—mechanically, and in body design and appearance. | 
particularly abhor the long overhang, both front and 
rear, that catches on dips and reduces clearance. I 
don’t like the weight of the engine over or ahead of 
the front wheel centers, encouraging the otherwise 
needless power steering. I dislike huge trunk space; 
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THE 11 BASIC REASONS AND TYPICAL 
COMMENTS FROM READERS’ LETTERS 


Drawings by Carl Kohler 





PERSONAL ECONOMIC SITUATION 


Allen Butler of Lexington, Ky. explains, “In June of 
1958 I was laid off, discovered my wife was pregnant, 
started to college, found out I am about to be drafted, 
and became aware my dog has worms. Now your maga- 
zine, the President of the United States, and every car 
salesman class me as a demon undermining our whole 
economy. My main reason for not buying is that a car 
is a major item in my budget. In most cases the old car 
can be made to last a little longer, so when finances must 
be stretched, the automobile takes the cut.” 


HIGH INITIAL COST AND POOR TRADE-IN 


Joe King of San Francisco writes, “The 1958 American 
car is the most beautiful, the most powerfui and most 


expensive to own. The reason is the depreciation factor. 
Contrast this with another purchase the average indi- 
vidual makes—that of a home. After five years of own- 
ership one frequently can sell a home for the same 
price originally paid, or sometimes even more . . . High- 


er new car prices mean greater loss when the car be- 
comes older.” 





POOR STYLING & “PLANNED OBSOLESCENCE” 

Paul F. Weimer of Los Altos, Calif. gives this as his 
theory: “Cars today become obsolete fast. Most people 
expect the prestige, service and style they have purchased 
to be good for several years. At the end of the first year 
their car is obsolete horsepower-wise, and therefore, 
prestize-wise. Their styling is old, due to a complete new 
body. The new model has bigger tail lights, more chrome 
and is lower. A purchaser expects obsolescence, but 
gradually and not overnight.” 


 lerssenerac AS TE 





WANTS BASIC TRANSPORTATION 

D. Heller of Levittown, Pa. says he’s not buying a 58 
car because he wants a “. . . modern, good-looking, de- 
pendable, economical, full-sized sedan with a six-cylinder 
engine, automatic transmission, that carries six people 
comfortably in a sitting position. I’m tired of excessive 
length and width. I’m tired of ultra-high compression. 
Regular gas is cheaper and besides, I seldom drive 
over 70.” 








PSYCHOLOGICAL REASONS 


Whitford Young of Kansas City, Mo. writes, “I’m no 
psychiatrist, but it appears the reason that people do not 
want new cars is a perfect example of mass reaction 
created, not by one single reason, but by a series of 
half-real, half-imagined conditions started in newspapers 
and periodicals and spread by word of mouth. The un- 
holy glee over the ‘failure’ of the Edsel might have been 
the trigger. We have fast-talked ourselves into a bad 
car year.” 
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POOR QUALITY 
Eugene Hubner of North Bergen, N.J. writes, “Although 
the quality of the product has basically improved, and 
engineering and styling have made tremendous strides 
forward, the quality of workmanship has fallen equally 
as fast by the wayside. Pride and pleasure of new car 
ownership has disintegrated into a three to six months’ 
nightmare of getting the nuts and bolts in proper posi- 
tion, finding and removing old salami sandwiches and 
pop bottles from the hidden recesses of the body, and 
ultimately winding up living with the incurables.” 











COST OF OPERATION TOO HIGH 

M. G. Wheelock of Tempe, Ariz. writes, “A 1958 car 
is expensive transportation. At 13 mpg of premium fuel 
and an estimated 12,000 miles travel per year, the total 
for gas and oil would be over $300 a year. When you 
consider depreciation the expense is nearly prohibitive. 
I estimate that the total cost for 12,000 miles will be 
close to 20 cents a mile.” 





PREFERS IMPORTED CARS 

W. B. Katalff of San Francisco writes, “More people 
each year are convinced that imported cars are the ideal 
type of transportation. I would not have a domestic car 
because of. repair complications with needless power 
assists. The fact is that depreciation is so much higher, 
they are clumsier to drive, plus being unresponsive and 
unpredictable in their behavior at high speed.” 
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LIKES EARLIER MODEL BETTER 

D. Arthur Northrup of Mt. Morris, N.Y. writes, “I 
bought a ‘55 three years ago. Tne odometer now reads 
35,000. It gets reasonable gas mileage, has satisfactory 
power, is clean and paid for. The reason I usually trade 
in is if my car is in poor physical shape, or if Detroit 
has outmoded it mechanically or design-wise. My car 
is in good shape and | don't think the latest automotive 
offerings have obsoleted it.” 


2 








NO CONFIDENCE IN DEALER 

Clement J. Collins of Las Vegas, Nev. gives as his rea- 
son for not buying a new car: “. . . The trouble I had 
the last time 1 bought. If you haggle with a dealer long 
enough you may get an apparently fair deal, but when 
you talk to somebody who did better you feel you have 
been taken. When you hope that at least you will get 
zood service, you find in disgust that you don’t.” 





EXPECTS BIG CHANGES IN ‘59 
Sergio Ajuria of Mexico City expects next year’s cars 
to be much better. He says, “In this year’s cars there 
were few styling changes and many mechanical changes. 
Next year we will have fresh designs in most cars and 
the mechanical improvements made in 1958 will be 


‘debugged.’ It is very likely that the ’59 cars will be. 


more reliable, mechanically better and will suffer less 
depreciation than their 58 counterparts.” 
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My Greswess Thrill / No. 5 


Neubauer. Last Raee 


“To win the 1955 World Championship, our Mercedes 
team not only had to win the Targa Florio—we had 


to make sure of second place to be safe.” 


by Alfred Neubauer 
as told to Giinther Molter and Gordon Wilkins 


N THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY AFTER WORLD WAR I one motor race was spoken of with awe. 
Each succeeding year produced dramatic struggles that were written into the history of 
the sport. The setting was the brilliant sun-baked Sicilian landscape—from the volcanic peaks 
which stabbed the sky, down through the olive and orange groves and the rioting color of 
the poinsettias and wild geraniums, to the palm-fringed blue of the sea. It was run over roads 
built for the pace of a laden donkey—rough narrow roads that were rarely straight for more 
than 50 yards at a time, roads that wound crazily up and down the mountainsides and hung 
on the edges of sheer precipices, where hairpin followed hairpin in serpentine succession until 
the brain reeled and the stomach rebelled. 

Called the Targa Florio after the name of its founder, the rich and enthusiastic Sicilian 
landowner Cavaliere Vincenzo Florio (who sometimes competed himself), the race was being 
run for the 13th time in the spring of 1922. The Madonie circuit was 67 miles long; it con- 
tained 1500 corners. It had to be covered four times. For the drivers and mechanics it was 
four laps of incessant steer’ng, braking, gear-changing, and dodging disaster as spectators 
pressed into the road regardless of the danger, while faces were stung by the grit and gravel 
thrown up by the other cars. 

Victory went for the second time to Couat Masetti, private entrant of a Mercedes, beating 
works cars driven by Werner, Sailer, Salzer and Lautenschlager. Behind him in second and 
third places were two of France's Ballots. But apart from the struggle among the big cars, the 
big talking point was the performance of the new 1100cc Sascha sportscars built by Austro- 
Daimler and designed by Ferdinand Porsche. They took the first two places in the 1100cc 
sports class, averaging nearly 34 mph for eight hours of all-out effort. Not a very spectacular 
speed, but the Targa Florio is not like other motor races. A third Sascha ran in the racing 
class with a new driver, Alfred Neubauer, who pitted his little lightweight car against the 
giants with engines of four to five liters. He finished at over 35 mph, only five mph below 
the average of the absolute winner. 

The next year Ferdinand Porsche took over as chief designer at Mercedes and carried on 
the work initiated by Paul Daimler on supercharged sportscar engines, developing the two- 
liter four-cylinder engine to give 125 bhp. Neubauer went with him and when three of these 
cars took the first three places in the two-liter class in the 1924 Targa Florio, the drivers 
were Werner, Lautenschlager and Neubauer. 

As the years went by, motor racing had its cycles of boom and depression; great races and 


great circuits faded away and others came into the news. Still, the Targa Florio continued. 
continued on page 60 


Collins held the Mercedes’ team hopes in his hands as he 
snaked his 300-SLR around the treacherous curves just a 
few feet in front of the pursuing Ferrari driven by Manzon. 


Illustrated by Carlo Demand 
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you CAN’T SPEND More than you've got” is a fundamental 
law of economics that should apply to customizing too. 
The first consideration in “customodernizing” your car is 
» determine the amount of money you can afford to lay out. 
After selecting the degree of customizing desired — mild, 
noderate, semi-or full — you should decide how the avail- 
able funds are to be distributed over the entire car, to assure 

well-rounded treatment. Spending all the money on one 
end of the car can produce an unbalanced custom . . . and 
an unhappy owner. 

The reworking job can be undertaken all at once or — em- 
ploying the “ladder” plan — be spread out over a period of 
ime, making sure that each stage leaves the car looking com- 

te. Areas that can be budget-customized include the hood, 

ille, side chrome, wheel openings, deck, pushbuttons, ac- 
pessories, tail lights and headlights, interiors — plus painting 
™ and striping. No matter what customizing is undertaken, an 
2 intelligent approach should consider cost and appearance. 
7me-= You may find it advisable to distribute the customizing 
york among several shops, many of which specialize in body 
= ork, painting, interiors, etc. Most shops will be glad to 

‘ae elp you with your design and budget problems. 
“@ ' A word of advice: it’s better to do a little well planned 
: 4 isustomizing and have it balanced, than do a lot indiscrimi- 
tely and spoil the appearance of your car. Remember that 
pur custom reflects your artistic tastes — and that the big- 
gest budget doesn’t necessarily mean the most handsome car. 
| The accompanying illustrations, with average costs for 
different treatments, may offer suggestions for your own 
customizing and give you some idea of what your “custom 
kitty” can do for your car. But no matter how much you 
Mecide to spend, first plan your work . . . and then work 

pur plan. 


by George Barris Custom Car Editor 


MODERATE CLASS costs (from $400 to $700) could break 
down as on this ‘57 Ford: grille ($65), dechroming 
($45), pushbuttons ($90), side chrome ($60), lights 
($60), interior ($150), scoops ($30) and paint ($150). 


FULL CLASS custom (over $1500) includes major body 
work such as sectioning, chopping on this .°54 Buick. 


Consider how much money you 
can afford to spend...figure the 
cost of each step in “customod- 
ernizing” your car...and then 
plan for a balanced treatment 


= ews “ 


SEMI CLASS customizing can include any type of modi- 


fication except body channeling, sectioning or top chop- 


ping. Costs in Semi class run from $700 to $1500. 


phair vee aes 


This '53 Olds ($1400) has floating grille, quad lights, 
double Packard tail lights, skirts, extended fenders, 
Continental kit, lowering, pushbuttons, bumper exhausts. 


MOTOR TREND/OCTOBER 1958 37 

















= 
-? 


FLARED WHEEL OPENINGS cost $45 to $150 each due to 
labor. This style ran $85 each, plus $12 for material. 





FENDER SKIRTS can range from universal type ($7.95 
pair) to these from ‘57 Merc ($19.95 each, $5 labor). 


ficient: on: o: 


continued 


SCOOPS can be styled from Buick fender vents ($4.95 


LOUVERED HOOD (10¢ per louver) can be topped off 
plus $8 labor each). Frenched-in scoops start at $20. 


with blended center strip ($10) or with bolt-on strip ($5). 


HIGH-STYLE HUBCAPS set off chromeplated reversed BOLT-ON TAIL LIGHTS, available in different types, offer 


inexpensive custom touch. This ‘57 Ford uses the 


wheels ($24 each). Four bullets cost $10, blades 75¢ 
Satellite ($14.95 set) from California Custom Accessories. 


each. Kolor Krome spray bomb ($2) adds gilded touch. 
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FINISHING TOUCHES in striping accentuate details ($4 
to $25). Do-it-yourself decal stripes cost 98¢ per kit. 





HEADLIGHTS — Stylish quads ($50 per set, plus $65 each 
labor) are from ‘58 Ford truck. Single '57 Ford light 
is glamorized by chrome rim ($5) from '56 Ford pickup. 


| 


| PLUSH INTERIOR features striking pleated design over 
air foam. Such re-upholstering can cost from $300 up. 


PAINT CREATIONS—scalloping, spears, flames—are priced 
($15 to $150) by number of colors and area covered. 
Dean Jeffries demonstrates. Decal scallop set costs $5. 


LOWER-PRICED treatment offers plain but neat job for 
$80 and up. Custom fitted rug prices start at about $35. 
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BORGWARD 
| £9. 53 0) HY OLO) OB DD 


ten days with ISABELLA 


SEPARATE front seats of the Borgward both recline to WHEEL POSITION, instrument panel and pendant controls 
many intermediate positions, but do not make into bed. are all in favorable locations. Column shift is smooth. 











THovsx | HAD SEEN Isabella before, and had been taken by 
her fine lines, everything I knew about her was from 
hearsay. She had been described as being not too dashing, 
but nice and comfortable to be with. In one long weekend 
and the week that followed, I was to find out why. 

On further acquaintance, I found I knew her many cousins 
and sisters, all with the same first name of Borgward. It seems 
that Isabella is her middle name, which is also shared with 
her cousins Two-Door and Combi, and with sister Converti- 
ble; her last name is Coupe. 

I soon discovered that she had many virtues, too few of 
which are found in today’s cars: adequate power for city 
traffic, country roads and mountain grades; an all-synchro 
steering-column-shifted gearbox that’s both smooth and 
rugged; exceptionally good stopping power; an agility in 
corners that would do credit to a sportscar; a very comforta- 
ble ride that is heightened by the fully-reclinable front 
seats; driving comfort to match the ride; mileage that only 
with the hardest kind of driving can be made to drop below 
25 mpg and more usually stays around 30; and a body that’s 
both well constructed and built to last. 


LET'S TAKE THESE VIRTUES (and incidentally discuss a few faults) 
one by one. 

First, the “adequate power.” The Isabella TS (meaning 
Touring Sport) uses a fairly conventional four-cylinder, over- 
head valve engine displacing 91 cubic inches, and gives 85 
brake horsepower at 5200 rpm. With a test car weight of 
2415 pounds, ready for the road, Isabella has a weight-power 
ratio of 28.4 to 1. This is not necessarily anything to shout 
about, yet it’s enough for Isabella to scoot along the highway 
at steady cruising speeds of 60 to 70, accelerate from a stop 
to 60 mph in 16.6 seconds, and to climb some of the roughest 
roads in the country. I’m referring specifically to the Tioga 
Mine Road in Yosemite National Park. 

This road has more humps than a herd of camels and 
climbs to over 9000 feet. Where most mountain grades can 
be taken by dropping down to third, this narrow, twisting 
section with its dirt “pull-offs” to allow oncoming cars to 
brush by, required second gear a good portion of the time. 
Yet, no ’58 Detroit product hooted at the Borgward to pull 
over — and the road was crawling with cars. 

Two faults found at the 7000-9000 foot level, and the 
attendant grades, were the engine’s tendency to get warm 
(as high at 205°F, where 175° was normal), and its reticence 
to start, once the switch was off. This latter could be merely 
a matter of carburetor adjustment, and as long as it started 
at altitudes ranging below 7000 feet, only a salesman who 
plies a route over the Rockies need concern himself. 

The second virtue, “an all-synchro gearbox,” is a real 
pleasure; it is good this is so, for you do have to use it. It’s 
not the sort of gearbox you’re going to force a lot, making 
fast shifts to impress your passenger, but is definitely one 
of the smoothest of the column shifts. The dry plate clutch 
is operated by a pendant pedal and hydraulic cylinder, 
making engagement easy. The ratios are spaced out fairly 
evenly for use with a 3.9 rear axle. It is only at the peak 
of the power curve in each gear that a slight whine is audible. 

The hump that the transmission makes in the floor & 
quite large, making it impractical to seat a middle passenger 
on the two inside edges of the separate front seats. It does 
make a good resting place for the side of the throttle foot. 

The third of the virtues was described as “exceptionally 

continued on page 58 


ENTRANCE AND EXIT from the TS are made easy by wide- 
opening door, well-located armrest and good headroom. 
Trunk offers ample space for weekend luggage for two. 


OIL-BATH CLEANER sits atop two-barrel carb. All compo- 
nents of 85-hp ohv four are easily accessible for service. 


“‘DOG-GONE GOOD rear seat,"’ this Puli seems to be say- 
ing. And so it is — for dogs, children, groceries or luggage. 




















HOW CARS ARE 





1. This is a Stylist. He’s 
thinking. Maybe even about 
a car. More probably about 
the fly on his nose, though. 
Wouldn't you be? 


How are cars really designed 
in Detroit? Few people know. 
Those men who do under- 
stand the creative design 
process, a carefully guarded 
secret,are not anxious to 
share their information. 
Motor Trend here brings the 
facts to light for the first time. 


8.So is the Clay Model. 
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2. This is the Director of 
Styling. He can spot a hot 
idea instantly, even if it is 
only the result of a few wild 
swipes with a pencil. 
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5. But sometimes he puts his 
foot down on them. 
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mittee, headed by the Vice to have Committee approval 
President. They evaluate for ideas. 
ideas. 
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6. This is a Full Size Line 7. It’s changed often. 
Drawing. It gives a better 


idea of a design. 


9. This is a Fiberglas Proto- 
type. The Design Committee 
is showing it to Divisio 


10. Sold! Back to the old 


drawing board. 


3. This is the Design Com- 4. The Vice President likes 





























11. This is a Stylist... 








It's small — but not a miniature...a near-perfect 
example of a low-cost, economy, pure-fun sportscar. 


SPARE TIRE is a long reach and tricky removal problem 


from behind the seats at the bottom of luggage space. 


Sprite has more suitcase room than most small sports- 
cars but lack of deck lid makes access inconvenient. 
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66 THE GREATEST THING to hit these shores since the coming 
of the MG!” said one observer about the Austin-Healey 


Sprite. And that enthusiastic opinion sums up the feeling of Fir — 


nearly everyone who has come in contact with the Sprite. 
If you weren't a sportscar enthusiast back in the MG-TC 


and subsequently the TD days, it is only necessary to be F~ 


aware that these were the cars which enticed thousands of 
novices into sports motoring. We predict that the Sprite will 
do the same thing on a larger scale. 

Our appetites whetted by Gordon Wilkins’ early report 
from England (July Moron TREND), we were anxious té 
drive the car, curious to see if it is as good as he claimed 
It is. Frankly, I haven’t enjoyed driving a car as much sincé 
I climbed into my first MG in 1949. The Sprite gives you 
that first-ride-in-a-sportscar feeling—only better. 

It is possible to pick any car apart—some writers seem 
to delight in it—but a car must be judged in the light of th 
problems which the designers attempted to solve. In view 
of this there isn’t much bad that can be said about the 
Sprite. It is small but definitely not a miniature. It is a near- 
perfect example of a low-cost, economy, pure-fun sportscar. 

It’s the pure-fun part which appealed to the Motor TREND 
staff. You get the feeling that you're onto something good 
from the moment you catch the inside door handle and 
swing into the driver's compartment — right leg first, careful 
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FRONT END lifts somewhat heavily to provide easy access 
to the 48-bhp engine, basically the same as in Morris 


Si not to hit your knee on the parking brake alongside the 


tunnel. Settle into the firm, comfortable 17-inch-wide bucket 
seat and explore the ample leg- and footroom (the pedals are 
set for heel-and-toe downshifting). The shift lever is particu- 
larly well placed although on our test car it required he-man 
effort to change gears. If the Austin A-35 gearbox does not 
wear in after a reasonable period, the only solution is to 
have the offending gears removed and polished by a com- 
petent mechanic. 

Switch on, pull the starter and the hotted-up little BMC 
A-type engine (the basic powerplant of the A-35 and Morris 
1000) spins into life. If anything, the engine is too willing. 
There is a warning pie-slice on the tachometer between 
5500 and 6000 rpm but there just isn’t any valve bounce 
or sounds of strain at the upper limits. Even though we used 
5500 rpm as a shift point during acceleration runs, the 


ERECTING REMOVABLE TOP, bows and curtains, which 
stow behind seats, is a simple two-minute operation. 
Weather protection with top and curtains in place is as 
good as any other roadster. Headroom is quite ample. 


~ 
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1000. Independent front suspension follows conven- 
tional practice. Large opening is air intake for heater. 


Sprite felt quite capable of taking much more without pro- 
test. Spacing of the gear ratios is too close between first and 
second and too distant between second and third. 

It’s in the handling department that the Sprite shines. 
Wheel position is just right and steering is light, precise and 
near neutral throughout the 2.3 turns lock-to-lock. Just the 
slightest trace of oversteer at high speeds helps break the 
rear end loose and the resulting slide is easily controlled. 
Exceptionally flat cornering lends a feeling of security. 

We thought that the ride would be choppy and uncom- 
fortable. With such a short wheelbase it could be — but it 
isn’t. A high-speed 150-mile tour through mountains and 
desert, good and not-so-good roads, was a delightful ex- 
perience in which fatigue from being shaken to pieces was 
never an issue, 

The clutch is a weak point. Slippage after a series of full- 


power starts was apparent. Heavier springs would be 
welcome for competition work. Brakes, too, probably need 
competition linings if competition is the case in point. Our 
brake-fade test found them satisfactory for most conditions. A 
series of 60 to 20 mph hard stops produced some odor be- 
ginning at the third stop and slight fade on the fifth slow- 
down. Efficiency was down about 50 per cent by the seventh 




















HANDLING CHARACTERISTICS make 
Sprite a natural for competition. 
Flat cornering, accurate steering 
put car in true sportscar category. 


SPRITE continued 


ACCELERATION 
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CRUISING SPEEDS 
tu ntain 60-65 easily higher where ecg 


TOP SPEED 
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stop but there was no swerve at any 
time. The 10th stop was made after a 
few extra seconds of open running and 
recovery was excellent. 

Admittedly, a somewhat slab-sided 
body line and an uninspired headlight- 
grille treatment serve to detract from 
the Sprite’s appearance. Keeping body 
contours simple, however, has helped to 
keep cost down. The rear view is actu- 
ally the best angle of the car. Not even 
a deck lid breaks the trim, taut feeling. 
There is a sound engineering reason for 
this. The Sprite has a solid, rattle-free, 
unitized body — always a difficult de- 
sign problem in a topless car. In order 
to obtain the needed stiffness at the rear, 
the tail and rear fenders form a rigid 
shell which has been stiffened by panels 
welded between the inner wheel arches, 
door pillars and top panel. Other points 
of rigidity come from five-inch-deep 
boxed-in sills and a driveshaft tunnel 
which is fully enclosed so that it forms 


SPECIFICATIONS 


a center backbone along the floorpan. 

Front suspension is conventional 
(Austin A-35) with coil springs, lower 
A-arms below and single links above 
which form levers for the Armstrong 
hydraulic shocks. Upper and lower arms 
are of unequal length to minimize track 
variations. At the rear, a rather unusual 
double trailing link system with quarter- 
elliptic springs below and link rods 
above concentrates stresses in the center 
of the body shell, making a lighter tail 
structure possible and keeping un- 
sprung weight relatively low. 

There is more luggage room than in 
many comparable sportscars, including 
the MG-A, but it requires an acrobat’s 
agility to get at. Always offer a silent 
prayer that you may never have a flat 
tire and have to dig out the spare while 
it is buried beneath the suitcase, over- 
night bag and plastic clothes bag which 
can be accommodated. Copious door 
pockets offer additional storage. 

The top and curtains stow neatly in 
the luggage compartment atop the 
spare. I was able to put up the top and 
install the curtains in two minutes flat 
the first time out. This included moving 
the bows from their resting sockets into 
position and snapping the top into place. 
Weather protection in any roadster 
leaves something to be desired and the 
Sprite is as good or as bad as the rest. 

Detail finish throughout is simple and 
good. Leather-covered dash and uphol- 
stery all appear able to withstand hard 
use. Body panels on the test car had a 
few gaps but nothing serious. As indi- 
cated in the photos, the entire front of 
the Sprite raises for engine access. It is 
not a light unit but it does provide good 
working room and the supports are such 
that it will safely stay up. 

Although comparatively few persons 
actually race their sportscars we have a 
strong hunch that the Sprite is going to 
induce an amazing number to make like 
Fangio. The car feels safe and is at its 
best at high speeds. Most important, it 
is ready to race at a fraction of the cost 
of any other sportscar. Seat belt, roll 
bar, harder brake linings, stronger 
clutch and an engine balance should be 
enough to put a novice in a position to 
gain some valuable experience. And 
don’t forget the expert on a limited bud- 
get. If the engine should break (remem- 
ber that this is the same basic unit which 
broke nine International Class G records 
at Bonneville in 1957), the cost of re- 
pairs will be nominal. 

As it stands, the Sprite is one of the 
two best dollar bargains on today’s 
sportscar market. Its amazing docility 
makes it perfect for city shopping. It is 
a great little touring machine for the 
open road and a natural for the “little 
man” to go racing. We like it. We think 
that the American public is going to like 
as many as can be delivered. /mt 
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HEN WE TESTED the first of the 85-hp 

Volvos (MT Sept. 57) we recog- 
nized that the Swedish firm had done 
a remarkable job of squeezing brilliant 
performance and outstanding reliability 
from the 97-cubic-inch engine. What's 
more, they had packaged a vehicle with 
surprising room, riding comfort and 
handling qualities — all at a price which 
has made Volvo one of the hottest im- 
ports in the salesroom as well as on the 
highway. 

So what have they done for an en- 
core? Simply added a major improve- 
ment which apparently won’t make 
them a dime in extra profits. They now 
offer, as a no-extra-cost option, a highly 
desirable four-speed, all-synchromesh 
gearbox. It is no secret that it is more 
expensive to manufacture an all-synchro 
four-speed than a partly synchronized 
three-speed transmission. 

Top speed, factory rated at 95 mph, 
remains the same, as does gasoline 
economy. Claim is for more than the 
23.4-mpg average we obtained over 994 
miles of city and highway driving. We 
believe that better mileage is possible 


but the new gearbox is too tempting. It 
is entirely too enjoyable to wind through 
the gears at speeds which are not com- 
patible with economy— and we did. 

The beauty of the four-speed box is 
the amazing low-end flexibility and in- 
creased overall acceleration it affords 
the car. With the same rear axle ratio 
(4.56 to 1) acceleration speeds are mark- 
edly improved. Best acceleration in- 
crease is at the low end, 25 per cent bet- 
ter up to 45 mph, exactly where the 
added punch was needed. Our only 
complaint was a return spring so strong 
that it required conscious effort to pull 
the shift lever from first to second with- 
out slipping over to fourth. 

Volvo's only problem is with custom- 
ers whose cars have the three-speed box. 
Many of them can’t understand why 
their dealer won't install a four-speed 
transmission for the cost of the labor. 
The over-the-counter price differential 
of the two transmissions is considerable. 
We feel that Volvo has done a consider- 
able service to the American buyer by 
not passing the cost of the new trans- 
mission on to the customer. /mt 
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OUND AND SENSIBLE — a three-word description of the 

Toyopet Crown, one of the sturdiest small imports 
ever to fall into the hands of Motor TrENp’s test staff. 
Although Americans are just now being made aware of 
Japan’s leading motorcar, it’s no newcomer. The huge 
Toyota Motor Co. has manufactured the Crown for some 
five years, unchanged except for running modifications 
and detail improvements. Toyota also makes a full line 
of trucks and busses which are exported to 64 countries 
of the world. 

While it may never win any stoplight Grand Prix 
(it wasn’t intended to) neither will it come unglued at 
the seams on the first washboard road. This strength 
factor is a necessity in Japan where roads are notoriously 
rugged. Any automobile which is not several degrees 
more rugged than its roadway is going to fall apart. 
(We personally know of a popular American make 
which has a life expectancy of less than six months on 
Japan’s back roads.) 

A combination of an extremely heavy and rigid box- 
section frame with body steel equivalent to 16-gauge is 
responsible for the sturdiness. This also helps make the 
car one of the heaviest (2700 pounds test weight) small 
sedans to be imported. The Toyopet is so rigid that 
jacking up one wheel at the rear bumper quickly lifted 
the other rear wheel. 


Japan enters 
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of the The Toyopet, with its simple and well-proportioned body ber of other automobiles. Much of the electrical equipment 
mports B lines, should be ideal for the motorist accustomed to Detroit is comparable to German Bosch while the carburetor, an 
t staff. § autos. There is nothing at all strange about the chair-height  Aisan, could pass for a small version of a Carter. Yokohama 
yare Of § seating of the full-width bench front seat. Rear seat passen- Super tires of natural rubber are manufactured in Japan 
> huge gers have ample legroom, and the Toyopet is one of the few under Dunlop license. The engine, a conventional four- 
r some f small imports which will carry six persons in comfort. cylinder overhead-valve unit developing a lightly stressed 
cations A key-turn starter cranks the engine easily into life and 60 bhp, is reminiscent of Chevrolet practice. 
ill line the column shift lever travels a familiar three-speed “H” The Toyopet’s interior is a peculiar mixture of carefully 
untries J pattern. Take off through the gears, head for the first corner thought-out design and a couple of things which need im- 
and be prepared to turn. Steering is on the slow side — about provement. Rubber floor mats, for example, appear to be a 
d Prix five turns lock-to-lock. Strong caster action makes for quick sort of loosely installed afterthought. The leather-grained 
ued at [straight-line recovery. A series of hard dips along a rough plastic on the seats doesn’t breathe. Seats became uncom- 
rength | trail proved that there was no dangerous pitching or wallow- fortably sticky during a hot spell. 
riously | ing and no problem in keeping this rock-solid car under On the plus side is a neatly installed rigid fiber headliner 
€grees Faccurate control. The ride is definitely soft — more big-car which will never discolor or droop. Instruments are grouped 
apart. | Detroit than small import. so as to be quickly visible through the wheel. The speed- 
make | Brakes are one of the Toyopet’s strong points. Pedal pres- ometer needle glows a pleasant green under 50 mph, at 
ths on | sure is moderate and our standard slow-down test, decele- which point it turns a warning red. At far left on the dash 
rating at 15 feet per second per second, produced no fade is a sort of multi-purpose warning light. Flashing green is 
d box- | after 10 stops. After driving a varied assortment of cars you for the turn indicator; a different shade of green means high 
uge is | begin to realize that this is the sort of stopping power that lights; and when it shows red, look out — one of the four 
ke the | ail cars need. There was slight fade on the 11th stop and doors is either open or on half-latch. 
small | by the 14th stop an odor of hot brakes told us that we were The major question with any import is simply how well 
1 that | beginning to abuse the privilege. Conclusion: Toyopet driv- _ it meets the requirements of U. S. motorists. We think that 
lifted } ers can rely on these brakes under all conditions. the Toyopet is well-suited to fill the transportation needs 


Mechanically, the Toyopet suggests similarities to a num- 


of Americans who need reliable family transportation. /T 


solidly built contender in import derby 





BUMPER JACK used at this point lifted both rear 
wheels. Trunk space is materially reduced because 
of spare on loading surface. Parking brake is con- 
venient, out of the way. Instruments are in driver's 
line of vision in the die-cast dash panel. 


SIX-PASSENGER capacity includes legroom for back seat 
passengers, headroom for all in Toyopet's medium-sized 
sedan. Body design is in good taste, closely follows 


British lines. Car seems more for conservative types 
who value strength, stability above speedy performance. 
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POINT OF INTEREST beneath wheel is bulb 
Rolls. 
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horn TROPICAL HOLLYWOOD background was final set 
ing of Woottons' three-week trans-U.S. motor trip. 
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LASSICOMMEN Ts 


" HY ARE NO CLASSICS being built to- 
day?” a reader asks. There are many 

easons, the paramount one being our present 
igh income tax. During the classic era the 
theapest cars sold for approximately $600; 
kards, Lincolns, and Pierce-Arrows were 
the $3000 class. For those who had the 
oney, Duesenberg, Rolls, etc., could be 
d for $10,000. The highest priced cars 
pday cost only twice as much as the cheapest. 
Another reason for the gradual demise of 
classic is one rarely mentioned. Going 

k into automotive history, car buyers al- 


happy with the plating. On the other 
hand, the salt air may have a lot to do 
with the problem. If you live in an 
ocean area, wash the car frequently, 
keep it garaged, and for maximum pro- 
tection coat the plating with a thin film 
of oil as often as possible. 


Locating used aluminum heads seems to 
be a major problem. A good welder can 
weld an aluminum head if it is not too far 
gone . . . Odd-size ball bearings are also a 
problem, but they needn't be if you live 


LASSIC ENTHUSIASTS should take delight in the way Mr. and Mrs. K. Bruce 
Wootton of Middlesex, England, put their vintage Rolls-Royce to practical 
use. The Woottons determined to tour America this year in their 1924 Model 20 


Rolls—and they did it. 


The Woottons’ rambling tour from New York to Los Angeles covered three 
weeks and 3400 miles. The Rolls engine, approximately 65 horsepower, allowed 
them a leisurely 45-mph cruising speed while gleaning 15 miles per gallon from 


the 4000-pound auto. 


Wootton found the Hooper-bodied green and silver car in London some five 
years ago and purchased it on the spot. It had been the property of one family 
since new and is completely original throughout. Wartime storage accounts for 
some tiny moth holes in the rear seat's Bedford cord upholstery. This model is 
classed as an owner-driver limousine—that is, the steering wheel is raked slightly 
rather than kept in the usual horizontal position which requires a chauffeur to 
sit bolt upright in a position of attention. 

The body is of heavy-gauge aluminum with a massive German silver radiator 
shell. Under the hood is an engine (all components are of Rolls manufacture) 
which Wootton estimates has carried the car 150,000 miles. Amazingly enough, 
the only serious mechanical work has been a .010-inch cylinder rebore. 

Does such a machine attract attention in rural America? Wootton said that 
everywhere they stopped crowds gathered instantly. On several occasions they 
were stopped by police on one pretext or another—mostly, they are sure, so that 
curious officers could get a closer look at the Rolls. 

One fellow in New Mexico offered to swap his "58 Olds on an even trade. 

This is one of the few Rolls built with a center position gearshift. Most are on 
the far right. Brakes, too, are unusual. They operate only on the rear wheels. 

The Woottons brought the Rolls here to sell. How can they part with it? It's 


not too difficult when you have another like it, one year newer, at home. 


Photos by Colin Creitz 





ys sought a machine that would ride 
Roothly, and this consideration was more 
portant than practically any other. Early 
tric cars (of the pre-1920 era) were the 
hoothest riding cars because of their car- 
ge construction and design. They sold well 
inflated prices even though they were 
stricted in speed and range. As the years 
Dgressed it became apparent that the 
Moother riding cars were those with long 
heelbases. Long wheelbases went hand-in- 
id with expensive cars. During the early 
Os independent front suspension was in- 
led on the cheaper cars. In 1935 the 
mevrolet, for the first time, rode as smooth- 
as the Pierce-Arrow. Independent front 
Sspension was a ride equalizer that con- 
buted greatly to the demise of the classic 
eliminating one of the major considera- 
ions in the purchase of a classic. 


A reader from Palos Verdes, a South- 
ern California ocean-side community, 
has written concerning rust pocks on a 

| completely replated classic. He may have 
Some cause to be disgruntled and un- 


near an industrial area. In extreme cases 
defective balls can be reground and _ in- 
stalled in new races. If a substitute bearing 
is found to be slightly large, the inside as 
well as the outer surfaces can be ground to 
fit. This practice was used widely during 
the war years by parts reconditioning firms. 


One of the most unusual problems of 
yesteryear is now a common problem. 
Seems that many classics are too high 
to fit into modern garages. There is a 
solution, however. Measure the tread of 
the car and break out the concrete in two 
long channels in the garage floor. Meas- 
ure carefully to obtain maximum depth 
so that the differential or front axle does 
not strike the untouched old concrete. 
You can generally go to a depth of 
eight inches, refill with new concrete 
1% inches thick, lowering the height 
of the car a total of 614 inches. Be sure 
to make the slopes of the ramps gradual 
and if possible do not extend the ramps 
outside where people might trip on 
them or where rainwater can enter 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 
Classic Car Editor 


A typical difficult question to answer con- 
cerns a “grinding noise when the: car is in 
motion.” This could be cavsed by front 
wheel bearings, bad universal joints or any 
of the parts in the rear end or the rear main 
bearing in the transmission. Isolate the noise 
by jacking up the rear whze!s and operating 
the car at slow speed in high gear. 


Leslie Reed wants to know why more 
manufacturers do not use the worm-and- 
roller type of rear end. Wo-m-and-roller 
construction is conceded to be the quiet- 
est possible type of gearing but this 
construction generated much more heat 
than the conventional ring and pinion. 


I knew it would happen sooner or later 
. ..a reader requests information on wel:- 
ing a Packard block with a gaping hole in 
the side. Blocks can be welded satisfact»ri!~ 
but whenever possible, substitute a different 
engine. The reason is that in many Cases, 
especially if the hole is large, the heat will 
warp the block, resulting in a misalignment 
of components. Electric welding (to elimi- 
nate heat with resulting warpage) has been 
tried, but has not been too successful. 


Here is a boy who really needs help 
—seven sets of grease seals in five 
months and not one of them lasted 390 
miles. The axle may be scored at the seal 
surface, or the mechanic may be damag- 
ing the seals by improper installation. 
If you are sure that the seils are the 
proper ones, that all mating surfaces are 
smooth, and that installation is proper, 
try drilling a small hole on top of the 
axle carrier assembly just beyond the 
seal and between the seal and the differ- 
ential unit. Sometimes a differential 
builds up tremendous pressures, forcing 
the fluid out, and a small hole will re- 
lieve this pressure. Because it is drilled 
on top you should suffer no loss of fluid. 


You wouldn't think that an item in such 
universal use as a battery would cause trouble 
for classic car enthusiasts, but reader letters 
concerning this problem are numerous. The 
biggest source of trouble stems from the fact 
that the classics are not driven frequently 
enough. So what should you do? The simnle 
solution is to drive the car more often. But 
remember this: It takes about |! miles to 
restore the charge to the battery that you've 
drained with only ove start (providing the 
car started on the first crank of the starter). 

Other hints you can profit by: 1) Don't 
let a station attendant overcharge your bat- 
tery. This causes more harm than letting it 
run down. 2) Be sure to replace your pres- 
ent battery with at /east the same ampere- 
hour rating as the original battery. 3) Use 
the correct voltage battery. Most classics use! 
six-volt batteries, and if you can’t get one, 
you'll have to convert your entire electrica! 
system. 4) Since most present-day batteries 
are smaller in size than the older ones, you 
have a choice of rebuilding the mount and 
brackets, or firmly supporting it in with 
wooden blocks. 5) If you want to keep every- 
thing original but have an old, worn-out 
battery, have it rebuilt from the cells out— 
by a competent battery rebuilder. /mt 
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Editor’s Note: When the author of this 
article graduated from the University of 
Michigan he went to work as an appren- 
tice designer under Luigi Segra, president 
of the Ghia Body Co. in Turin, Italy. 
Before leaving the U.S. he made a thor: 
ough study of the cars Detroit is building 
today. He then came up with this design 
as his answer to fit the needs of today’s 
buyers. It is certainly an interesting and 
thought-provoking concept. 


TURBINEWAGON 


HE JOB OF “CRYSTAL BALL’”’ GAZERS 

is to design a car which is 10 years 
ahead of its time. This strikes me as quite 
an amusing pastime. They are basing 
their predictions upon present-day public 
opinion. In 10 years, who knows what 
the public will accept? 

The car that I have conceived to lick 
some of the drawbacks of today’s cars was 
designed with the idea that it is possible 
to increase the interior dimensions, while 






















decreasing the exterior dimensions of 
family automobile. The result turned 9 
to be a gas-turbined machine with th 
powerplant driving the front wheels. } 
placing a double-shafted turbine ( inste 
of one long shaft, to make the engine 
shorter compact package) parallel to th 
driveshaft, the proper weight distributi 
would be achieved. The transmission ca 
then be on the same side as the steetin 
column for more direct control. Placig 
the engine this way also helps minim: 
the gyroscopic forces (set up by the 
bine shaft and rotors) when turning t 
automobile. The heat exchanger wo 
occupy the front portion of the hood, wi 
the relatively cool and clean gases escapid 
through the hollow bracing members 
the chassis and out the rear of the 
The headlights swivel out of the 4 
of the hood. This is to keep the body 
aerodynamically clean as possible durid 
daytime driving. The rear lights 4 


mounted high behind the rear post § ‘oem 
visibility. ew Yor 


The wheelbase is only 110 inchigicg of 
Bringing the window out flush with thn. Hein 
side of the car gives it more usable inteniepublic, 
space than most station wagons weir proc 
larger wheelbase. pe other. 

An interior roll-bar is provided ha be 
the driver’s head (same principle as eral Re 


: < : -1 tO who 
curtain wall construction in buildig 
: F bur-door 
with the glass on the outside of the sq, pow: 
porting column). .. Reutt 


There is really no reason why % longer 
of these proposals in planning and stylif they h 
cannot be utilized by industry if sthpavertible 
would only understand what it is qconvertib 
public really wants. I hope that in tig will | 
the automobile goes back to its oil oe wi 
concept—a mode of transportation a ire 
not a living quarters on wheels. _—-v 

—S. Thompson Tjos pth stand 
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heat exchanger to the rear throv 
hollow bracing members of cha 





























ions of 


urned ¢ 
with th 
vheels. } 
> ( instes 
engine 
lel to th 
istributi 
sion CO 
e steetin 
1. Placin 
minimi 
y the oe 
irning ty 
er wo 
100d, wil 
S$ escapig 
embers 
f the a 
f the t 
e body 
le durid neo rer 
ights 4 ANY Increasing competition in mini- 
shows here: Maico went bankrupt as 
pom { if new sport coupe was being shown in 
lew York; Maico of Pfaffingen is dead, but 
0 ag of Herrenberg will continue produc- 
with thn. Heinkel manufacture shifts to the Irish 
le imtenfepublic, and Zundapp is concentrating 
ons weit production in one plant, having sold 
be other. . . . Plans to de-nationalize Volks- 
ided og*se2 being held up by dispute between 
le as ederal Republic and State of Lower Saxony 
buildi to who owns it. . . - Mercedes-Benz 300-D 
£ the sft door hardtops will soon be available 
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ith power steering and air conditioning. 
.. Reutter, body builder for Porsche, can 
p longer build all the bodies Porsche wants, 
they have contracted Drauz to produce 
pavertible bodies. At the same time the 
Convertible D,” which replaces the Speed- 
, will have the following improvements: 
flop windows, higher windshield, higher 
more headroom) top, upholstered seats in 
lace of buckets, and enlarged rear window. 
pth standard 1600cc and Super engines are 
milable for the D. . . . Borgward has intro- 
huced its Hansa 1100, apparently to replace 
he Goliath 1100 and to supplement the 
iger” coupe. It has a longer rear end, new 

ment panel, new grille, power output 
pped to give it speed of 85 mph. Standard 
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ORSCHE CONVERTIBLE D will replace speedster. Advan- 
tges include roll-up windows, higher windshield, top. 


car will be available with the 40-hp (German 
rating) engine; deluxe will have 55-hp. 


FRANCE Citroén has more than one sur- 
prise coming for ‘59. Biggest news as of this 
writing would seem to be a station wagon on 
the 123-inch ID-19 chassis. It’s to use a flat 
floor and will have the air-oil suspension sys- 
tem advantage of raising and/or lowering 
as necessary to make loading and unloading 
easier. Priced at slightly more than the sedan, 
it will be introduced in October—at the 
Paris Salon. . Heads turn and crowds 
gather wherever the custom 1100-RB stops 
And no wonder. Built as a special for Le 
Mans by two enthusiasts, it uses an Osca 
1100cc engine placed behind and left otf 
driver, a tubular chassis, and independent 
suspension largely made from Renault Dau- 
phine parts. 


ARGENTINA New import duties on cars 
make American citizens appreciate our car 
prices—even though high. VWs will sell 
there for $9000, a Ford 6 for $18,000! 
Kaiser's operation there seriously undercuts 
this, yet is no bargain at $6000, with Jeeps 
selling for $2500 


—_ - 


ROUND THE WORLD IN 30 DAYS 


A monthly summary of the latest foreign car news 
from our overseas correspondents 


AUSTRALIA Standard Motor Co. and Daim- 
ler Benz A.G. have formed a jointly-financed 
Australian company to manufacture Mer- 
cedes’ vehicles in the Standard plant, Mel- 
bourne. . . . German Tempo Matador trucks 
will be assembled and eventually manufac- 
tured in Sydney. 


ENGLAND British Motor Corp. issued a 
categorical denial that they're building a 
600cc baby car. ‘No such thing in our plans,” 
they say. . . . Competition extras on MG's 
new Twin Cam car include full-width plastic 
windshield, oil cooler, three alternate rear 
axles, alternate gearbox ratios. . . . The new 
Peerless GT coupe with Triumph TR-3 en- 
gine (Sept. MT) competed at Le Mans, 
handled well, finished the race, but failed to 
complete minimum distance. Plastic bodies 
are rolling off lines at rate of 20 per week. 
. . . Bristol will soon begin produetion of a 
two-door coupe with notched back and small 
tail fins (see photos of prototype—to be 
improved). Engine is 2216cc and gives 105 
bhp at 4000 rpm. Transmission is through 
four-speed box with Laycock overdrive. 
Brakes are Dunlop disc. . . . To test the dura- 
bility of the Austin Sprite, Donald Healey 
and Tommy Wisdom recently covered the 
Mille Miglia course, keeping the revs above 

continued 








BORGWARD HANSA 1100 resembles, apparently replaces 
Goliath 1100. Power is raised, speed is up to 85 mph. 
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~continued 


“SPOUTNIK” is the title bestowed on 
this Fiat 1200 with body by Bertone. 


6000, including downhill. In two days’ run 
they had no trouble and got over 30 miles 
per Imperial gallon. Healey, incidentally, is 
not optimistic about an expanding U.S. im- 
port market: he sees it leveling off at cur- 
rent sales or slightly below. . . . Rootes Group 
has announced a price reduction of about 
$33 in their Manumatic (clutchless) trans- 
mission on Hillman models. . . . The 43rd 


BUILD IT YOURSELF 


AROUND THE WORLD 


International Motor Show opens Oct. 22 
(through Nov. 1) and will feature nearly 
300 cars. Overseas visitors get in free... . 
Do-It-Yourself movement is expanding: the 
Lotus and Australia’s Buckler started it. Now 
the German Fulda minicar will soon be 
available, along with the Typhoon sports- 
car, with tube frame, coil springs, Ford 
Anglia engine, gearbox and axle. Plastic 
body is open two-seater. Car can be built 
for as little as $700. Rumor has it 
Aston Martin may have a new GT model 
with expensive coachwork bodies like Mer- 
cedes 300-SL and Ferrari GT 250. Specs are 
expected to include 3.5 to 4-liter engine, de 
Dion rear end. . . . It's possible BMC will 
have a front-wheel drive car with body by 
Pinin Farina. Rootes should momen- 
tarily announce a new, more powerful Minx 
model. 


ITALY For 1959 che normal Alfa Giulietta 
Sprint coupe by Bertone will have a heavier 
front grille, 80 hp at 5500 rpm (up 10), 
floor shift replacing column shift, speed of 
over 105 mph. .. . Ferrari's plans for future 





models include a new light roadster by 
Scaglietti and coupe on the 250-GT chassis 
(see Sept. MT), and a completely redesigned 
410 SuperAmerica. Gordon Wilkins report 
the Scaglietti roadster, called ‘“Califor>ia, 
to have sleek lines, folding top, wind-up 
windows, weight of 2420 pounds, speeds 
from 126 to 157 mph. Chassis has extra 
bracing on side members for added rigidity 
(see photo). SuperAmerica will have new 
chassis, more torque, stronger transmission 
bigger brakes, bodies by leading Italian 
coach-builders. Maximum power will be 400 
bhp from a five-liter V-12, using six carbs 
Speed will vary according to axle ratio, with 
top up to 165 mph. These Ferraris will ap 
pear first at the Paris Salon. 


SWEDEN Volvo is latest entrant in “Jeep 
derby with a 60-hp, four-wheel drive, four- 
speed transmission model with forward con- 
trol design. Swedish army has ordered some; 
company expects big demand in other mar. 
kets. 


UNITED STATES For the first time, the Elmer 
A. Sperry Award goes to a company outside 
U.S. Volkswagen is this year’s recipient, 
i for the development of the Volks 
wagen which, in concept, engineering design 
and production, has made available to the 
world an automobile of small size for mul- 
tiple uses .. . 
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Want a car you can build yourself that A 


will seat four, go 50 mph, deliver up to 80 
mpg, and will cost less than $500? It’s the 
Noble 200, shown here in its three versions 
of convertible, sedan, and light truck. Though 
it's only now available in kit form in Eng- 
land, orders have been received from the 
West Indies and South America. The Land 
of “Do-It-Yourselfers” must be next. 
Technical specs include: tubular chassis, 
front wheels suspended on coils, one rear 
wheel on a coil and swinging arm (though 
the truck has two rear wheels) , German two- 
stroke air-cooled engine of 10 bhp, four-speed 
gearbox, final drive by chain, mechanical 
brakes, weight of 550 pounds for the open 
model and 660 for the coupe. 
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LATEST ADDITION to Lancia line is this 
very trim-looking Appia convertible 
which seats four in a Vignale body. 
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SLIGHTLY INCONGRUOUS . . . 


4 A Sports model Fiat 500 with an engine 
NS ; vere 
hopped up from 16.5 bhp to 21.5 to give it 
IC) “really brilliant performance . . .” Bore has 
3 been increased, compression raised from 7 to 
l up to 8.6 to 1, the camshaft gives a higher 
lift, valves are enlarged slightly, and a higher 
tear axle ratio has been used. The results: 
Maximum speed in second gear is 27 mph, 
third is 43, and top is 65-68. Acceleration 
from 0 to 50 mph is said to take 21 seconds. 
You'll have to wait to get one though, 
for no export arrangements have yet been 
announced. 

















poring THE OUTPUT of the small Italian firm of Moretti has 
always been small, their under-750cc cars have made a real 
dent in European competition, both before and after the war. A 
few Morettis have turned up in America from time to time, but 
only about the time this appears in print will they be distributed 
in the U.S. in any organized fashion. 

In spite of the fact that production is limited and the cars are, 
to a large degree, hand-made, quite a full line is offered. The single- 
overhead-camshaft 750cc engine with a two-barrel Weber carb puts 
out 35 hp at 4800 rpm and is used in the two-seater coupe, the 
four-passenger sedan, a small station wagon, and several utility 
vehicles. The same engine, but with a double overhead camshaft and 
two dual-barrel carbs, is used in the Gran Turismo two-seater and 
in the small monoposto competition car (which is not yet available 
in this country), upping horsepower to 55 at 6500 rpm. 


THE 750CC TURISMO MODEL WE DROVE had an exterior finish of 20 
hand-rubbed coats of lacquer that is excellent. Wide doors give easy 
access to the very comfortable bucket seats. All cars have a handsome 
competition-type steering wheel. The gearshift on the transmission 
tunnel falls nicely into hand. The instruments are easy to see and 
read; it is surprising, though, that with its high-revving ohc engine 
and very narrow gear ranges, the Moretti has no tachometer. 

The engine compartment is neatly designed. All components are 
where they can be seen, but the hood cannot be raised high enough 
to get at them easily. The 70 pounds-feet of torque (at 3200 rpm) 
gives the Moretti exceptional low-speed acceleration. Its 0-45 mph 
time of 12.4 seconds is far quicker than most other cars of similar 
size and purpose. 

Maximum speeds were approximately 35 mph in second and 55 
mph in third. Top speed in fourth could not be reached as the car 
didn’t have enough mileage to try for it without chancing engine 
damage; the factory suggests 88-92 mph. But in normal driving, 
when the car was in fourth gear and the traffic slowed to around 25 
or 30 mph, the car began “bucking.” Dropping to third brought 
the revs up but to a very high pitch. On the 45-60 mph accelerations 
much time was lost in the shift from third to fourth and acceleration 
was very slow in both gears. 

As for noise, the fine Abarth mufflers and silencers do an excellent 
job. It was easy to talk in normal conversational tones with all 
windows open or closed at any speed except during hard acceleration 
in low gears. 


THE INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION SYSTEM, with a big crosswise leaf 
spring at the front and two transverse leaf springs at the rear, give 
it exceptional road-holding qualities without any sacrifice of a com- 
fortable ride. The car stuck neatly to the road regardless of surface 
or condition, and remained fully controllable even when two wheels 
were dropped onto dirt and gravel shoulders when traveling around 
40 mph. 

The steering has 414 full turns lock-to-lock—far too many for a 
small car. The sluggishness of the steering is not much noticed on 
long, wide-open curves or at slow speeds, but becomes highly irri- 
tating in traffic, at speed, and particularly when very minor corrections 
to compensate for road irregularities and crosswinds must be made. 

[he four-wheel brakes are hydraulic and have very good brake- 
l.ning-to-weight ratio (128 square inches to 1600 pounds). They 
should be great brakes but unfortunately were badly in need of 
adjustment on the car we used. 

On the strong plus side, the Moretti Turismo’s gas mileage was 
nothing short of fabulous—just under 45 mpg for all sorts of driving 
—in the city, on suburban and county roads, some highway driving 
and even including some dozen acceleration runs. As the car has an 
814-gallon tank, this means that its range approaches 400 miles 
without a fuel stop. 

The Turismo model of the 750 Moretti is tentatively list-priced 
at $2495 (port of entry) which almost prices it out of the ‘“economy- 
car” classification and puts it in competition with more powerful 
cars like MG, Triumph, Ford Zephyr, Sunbeam Rapier and Volvo. 
Altogether, with its good suspension and terrific low-speed acceler- 
ation, the Moretti will delight drivers who like a very Italianate 
kind of car. The JFR Co., North Attleboro, Mass., are sole U.S. dis- 


tributors for Moretti. —D. M. Bartley 
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INSTRUMENTS are well placed, easy to read, but car lacks 
tachometer. All models have competition-type wheel. 
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SEDAN, COUPE AND WAGON plus utility vehicles comprise 
line of compact 750cc Morettis being introduced in U.S. 
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By ONnEST NEW ITems ORDER BY Mais 


HONEST ENGINE ADAPTORS 
SPECIAL NEW ADAPTOR 


CHEVY 


Put a V-8 Chevy 
a 1955 to 1958 V-8 Chev 


mission from 1937 1954 


You ve Been 
tooking for tt 
Honest Charley 
Has It 


ADAPTORS TO USE 
32-48 Ford & Merc Transmis- 


49-50 Mercury Transmission 
32-51 % to 1% ton Ford 
Truck 
All Lincoln 
thru 47 
— WITH — 

Engines Listed Below 
49-57 Olds Engine 
49-54 Cadillac Engine 
Complete 
with pilot 
bushing 
Honest 
Charley 
4 


Transmissions 


n your Chev 


V-8 to CHEVY 6 


y 6 ~ Honest Adaptor to connect 
y Engine to a 6 cyl. Chevy Trans 


ADAPTORS TO USE 
49-54 Cadillac or 49-57 
Oldsmobile Engine with 49- 
57 Ford 51-57 Mercury 

52-57 Ya 
to 1% ton 
Ford Truck 
Honest Charley 
price 
$34.95 
You Pay Postage 


Auburn TC-3 
Triple Electrode 
SPARK PLUGS 

Made by the makers of jet 
reactors Plugs 


Proven Quality 
For . 


All American 
Cars 

Foriegn Cars 
Out Board 
Motors 

Motor Scooters 
Lawn Mowers 


me eee 


HEAT RESISTANT 
ENGINE ENAMA 
RED - BLUE - GREEN 














54-57 OHV Ford and Merc 
Engine 


Complete 
$37.95 


You Pay Postage 


TO ADAPT 
55-57 OHV Chev. Engine 
to 49-57 Ford of 51-57 Merc. 


You Pay Postage 








55-57 OHV Chevrolet 
V-8 Engine 
with 
pilot 
bushing 
$37.95 


You Pay Postage 


Also available for late Ford 
and Merc Transmission. 
Cadillac 55-57 
53-57 
52-57 
54-57 
55-57 
53-56 
52-57 


Dodge 
DeSoto 
Chrysler 
Plymouth 
Buick V-8 
Lincoln 








55-57 Pontiac Engine 
with 
pilot 

bushing 
$19.95 


You Pay Postage 





OLDS STARTER ADAPTOR 
Don't wonder where to lo- 
cate steering box when 
using Olds engine in 32-48 
Ford. Use our starter switch 
adaptor Each $22.95 


You Pay Postage 


The following adaptors are 
also available for the early 
Ford and Merc Transmission: 


Cadillac 55-57 OHV 
Dodge 52-57 
DeSoto 
Chrysler 
Plymouth 
Buick V-8 
GMC—Chevy Sixes 
Chrysler 51-53 
Lincoln 52-57 
Lincoln 49-51 
Flathead 
Studebaker 51-57 
(not 56 Golden Hawk) 
Packard 57 only 
Packard V-8 thru 56 and 
Golden Hawk 56 


Suu) 


spreads like butter and hardens 
ike rock. Fills and repairs dents, 
holes, or leaks quickly ond easily 
Unexcelied for permanent cure of 
“auto cancer” 

* Hardens in 5 minutes with Speed- 
J, 10 — with Bonds 
Hardener and hea 0 minutes air 
dry - 


Comes with tube of regular hagd- 
ener. Extra — available Spat. 
Set tube of hardener is extra—vsed 
with regulor Wiaie ae Seek ee 
in 10 minutes 
, economical, permanent and 
jitable repairs of a!) kinds, better 
BONDO Ct original, 
plostic-tiborgloss filler for ‘Auto: 
MOTIVE, MARINE, AIRCRAFT, and 


ONE 3 Ib. can of Bondo 
with one tube of Regu- 
lor Hordener (1 qt.) 


Each Kit $ 5.77 


. 2234 
ONE % Ib. can of Bondo 
with one tube of Regu 
lar Hardener. (2 pt.) 
Each 


1.77 


. 2212 

ONE 12 ib. pail of Bondo 
with four tubes o' 

lor Hardener. (1 gal.) 


Each Kit 22.20 


AUTO VOLT METER 
CONTINUOUS READING of 
your cars operating voltage 
— Protects your Battery — 
Complete with under dash 
Mounting Bracket — 


Must 

= TS 
Car 

Voltage 


HONEST 

No. V- for all 6 volt cars 
each postpaid $5.95 

No. V-12 for all 12 volt cars 
- each postpaid $5.9: 


KOLOR 


KROME 


The most sensational customizing product in years 
Featured in recent issues of Rod and Custom and 
Custom Cars Magazines — Formulated by George 


Barris — Mr. 


Custom Car hisself — Transparent 


Coloring for Chrome—the (mirror like) reflection 
of chrome shows through— 
4 Dazzling Colors in 16 oz. Spray Can 


HONEST’S No. KK-1 


Pagan Gold 


KK-2 Candy Apple Red 
KK-3 Oriental Bive 


16 oz. Can 


KK4 Parisian Green 
$1.98 


You Pay Postage 
For Cunentielion Steel—Polished Aluminum 








Amazing 
MOTOR | CURE 
STOPS Oil 
Burning 
instantly— | 
raises 
com- 
pression— 
insures 
instant 
starts — 
Plates as it lubricates. 
HONEST No. 18 
each can $1.95 


for excessive oil burning use 
2 cans 


CHROME 


TAPE 


A GLEAMING SELF STICKING Chrome Tape for thousands of 


customizing ideas. 


FEATURED in May issue of Rod and Cus- 


tom Magaezine—Use on dash or outside. Many Household 


Applications 


CAN BE TINTED WITH KOLOR- 
U 


KROME PAINT— 


Each Roll Contains 72 yards of 


self sticking tape. 


HONEST Nos. 

CT7014—1/4” wide 
CT7038—3/8”" wide 
CT7012—1/2” wide 
CT7034—3/4” wide 


72 yd. roll 
72 yd. roll 
72 yd. roll 
72 yd. roll 


WE PAY POSTAGE 
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OLDS Oll FILTER BY-PASS 
ADAPTOR 
Honest Price . $6.75 each 
We pay Postage 


ADAPTORS For ODD BALL 
Transmissions 
Cadillac — LaSalle — Buick 
Packard 
available 
For Most All Engines 


Brisko’s Mileage-Saver 
FUEL PRESSURE 
REGULATOR 
Cuts down excessive pres- 
sure, saves engine wear, 

lowers fuel cost 

HONEST No. 22 Each $5.95 
We pay Postage 
STOPS STALLING 


1g. percoletion 








We are distributors for Isken- 
derian —. _Cams and 








EELCO CARBURATOR 


LINKAGE 


Ball Bearing selective Progressive linkage—replaces factory 
Vacuum set up on Chevrolet—Oldsmobile—Pontiac—triple carb- 


urator manifolds. 


All moving parts are ball bearing. These 


units do not require special butterfly shafts or any changes in 


stock factory carburators. 


POSITIVE ACTION — NO. DELAY IN CUT IN 
OF SECOND AND THIRD CARBS 


HONEST No. 7030 Each Kit Complete Postpaid $14.00 


CHATTERING 
CHARLIE 


WT} 
= «,/ 


He tolks — he chotters — Slightest 


to dash—windshield of rear view 


HONEST No. 74 Each $1.65 
We Pay Postage 


GUARANTEED 


HONESTONE GLASPACK 


MUFFLERS 


Our Mufflers carry a guarantee for the life of your car—We 
mean we replace it if it Burns out or Blows out— just return 
to us with your original invoice and we will immediately 


ship you another 
Honest Glaspacks 
have that deep 
Bass tone that 
gives cara 
Power sound 


== 


HONEST No. 32 


All Fords, Merc, Chevys, Cad., Dodge, Linc., 


Olds., 


Pontiac, and Studebakers 


each $5.95 
PAIR $10.98 


MUST KNOW CAR — Year — STD or AUTO trans 
FACTORY DUALS OR SINGLE EXHAUST 








HYDRA - TORQUE FAN 
Adds Horsepower, Ends fan 
roar and vibration, saves gas. 
Simple Silicon fluid coupling 
No complicated mechan‘cal 
connections to get out of 
whack. To install, simply re- 
move and replace four bolts 
No. HY 2. Each Prepaid 

to you $34.95 
Wil! fit most Lat u 
Cars. 
Because of 
Space 
limitations 
will not fit 
55-57 Chev 


58 Ford Interceptor 











For All Hub Caps — easily 
attached with screws — 
HONEST No. each $3.50 








V-8 CHEVROLET and 
PONTIAC OWNERS 
Sticking — Noisy — Nerve 
yaroulic Valve Lifter 


ted in minutes — Cut Volve 


Hue 


DSi Fits oll V.8 Chev ‘SS the 'S8 
1652 Pies ol 1935 Sontion 

1054 fie all 1997-88 Pentiocs 
Each Kit $15.95 


HONEST CHA 


Fidelity Rear Seat 
SPEAKER KITS 

Two speakers 

in one — 

Coaxially 

Mounted 

— Upper 

frequency 


Might 


range 
radiates 
from 
center 
cone and 
merges with deep Bass from 
outer cone to produce clean 
life like sound — Kit is com- 
plete with Striking Chrome 
grill and 3 position switch 
already wired for do-it-your- 
self installation in about 10 
minutes 
Switch to play front or back 
or both front and back 
speaker together 
HONEST No. 40 


5 x 7 Chrome $6.95 


Enclosed is $ 
25% if C. O. D.). 


NAME 
MY CAR ISA 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
Quantity Stock No. 


NEW AERIAL BOOSTER 
Multiplies Volume by 2 in 
your car radio, reduces fad- 
ing — Simple 5 Minute in- 
stallation. 





Postpaid 








__Description 
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L22FREE 
SUPRISE St Gamioe 











Send 25¢ for new 1958 
Surprise Money Saver 
Cata xt i 


for payment in full (or deposit of 


STATE 


ZONE 
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Box MT 1904 


Chattancega Tens 








Front or Rear 
Gunperette Bumperette 
Cars Equipped Cars 
TYPE B TYPE C 
= =P 


GRILLE GUARDS 


EASY INSTALLATION—COMPLETE HARDWARE 
TYPE A 


os SA | Mo 


For TRIUMPH Sports—Easy Tire Removal 
NO RUST MATERIAL or 
CHROME CUSTOM DESIGNED 
For YOUR MAKE & MODEL 
TYPE A $59.95 TYPE B $24.95 
TYPE C $27.95 


57 FORD THUNDERBIRD—Front & Side Protection 
$39.95. $2.50 extra 4 —— cors Type B & C. 
LOSS 


Premium MUFFLERS Quality 
WHY PAY MORE?—NONE BETTER 
“Worth Double the Price” 

SILENT 


= STRAIGHT 
POWER 


THROUGH 
Reinforced Stranded Glass Packed—aAl! Welded Unit 
AUSTIN-HEALEY, MORRIS, RENAULT 4CV sos 


DAUPHINE, HILLMAN MINX 
$15.95 
TRIUMPH. .$15.95 
$14.95 





ENGLISH FORDS (51 to 58).... 
MG-MGA, AUSTIN-HEALEY 4 or 6 cyl., 
VOLKSWAGEN Type 1 or 2 outlets 
PROMPT DELIVERY—NO C.0.D. 
1068-73 Hempstead Tpke 
Franklin Square, L.!., 
New York 


f Front or Pear 
for 





Driving Around 


| 
| continued from page 41 
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| 
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good stopping power.” The Tioga Mine 
Road and the Tioga Pass Road, which drops 
over 3000 feet in a few short miles, is prob- 
ably the best test of brakes you can make. 
There wasn’t a hint of fade at any time. 
| Several times in the park and on the open 
| highway it was necessary to stop quickly to 


| 
' 


; avoid a squirrel or a “squirrely” driver who 
| decided to sight-see from the middle of the 
| roadway. Stops were always positive and 
| straightline. 

| The fourth virtue, “agility in corners,” 
| was discovered over winding stretches of road 
spaced out over mountains in and around 
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ON SALE NOW! 








BOWLERS 
HANDBOOK 


Designed te add fifty pins to your score, this 
books covers every important facet of bowling 
technique, from the basic approach to 

fine points. You'll particularly appreciate the 
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detailed series of sequence photes in which 
leading bowlers demonstrate spot and pin 
bowling, grip, stance, delivery, etc. Packed 


with action phetes of such pin champs as Joe 
Kristef, Don Carter, Hank Catalano, Billy Welu, 
Steve Nagy. Also includes chapters on making 
money from bowling for women and junior-age 
enthusiasts, the ins and outs of league play 
and, of course, the big picture on TV bowling. 


75c 
AT NEWSSTANDS! 
Or send 85¢ (includes postage, etc.) to: 
TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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Los Angeles and Yosemite. Ordinarily, you 

notice in Isabella a definite tendency to over- 

steer. It's not the sometime annoying type 

that makes you constantly twitch the wheel 

or gets you into trouble because it responds 

too quickly, for the ratio is set up to allow 
| 31% turns lock-to-lock. There’s adequate hand 
clearance around the 1614-inch wheel so you 
| don’t get hung up while making a turn. 


Suspension is independent in front with 
| coil springs and wishbones. The good cor- 
| mering characteristics, however, come mostly 

from the rear swing axle suspension, which 
| many sportscar aficionados maintain is the 
|-only suspension. Here coil springs are again 
| used. With this system, Isabella takes quite 
| a tossing around before she loses her equilib- 
| rium. When she does begin to iose contact 

with the road in a tight corner, give her more 
| gas. You'll bring the inside rear wheel back 
| onto the road, and you'll straighten up. 
For the fifth virtue, “a very comfortable 
| ride,” not enough can be said. Here's a 102.4- 
| inch-wheelbase car, mounted on coil springs, 
using telescope shocks for dampers ll 
around, that gives a ride as good (and bet- 
ter in some respects) as the best of the 
Detroit offerings. There’s not a trace of chop- 
piness. Isabella just seems to swallow up bad 
dips and bumps. Only on rough asphalt, or 
washboard dirt roads, does she transmit any 
vibration through the wheel to your hands. 

When it comes to sitting comfort, this car 
has it. Each of the two front seats are wide, 
thickly padded, plastic leather covered, give 
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plenty of thigh support, afford lots of leg- 
room, and can recline fully or in any one 
of about 10 intermediate positions. Behind 
the front seats you have a tiny jump seat 
that’s suitable for tiny tots, or small adults 
who don’t mind being cramped for a short 
period of time. The seatback also folds for. 
ward to expose a two by three by two lug. 
gage space separate from the actual trunk 
(adequate for several pieces of weekend lug. 
gage for two). 

As to the sixth virtue, “driving comfort 
to match the ride,” the steering wheel seems 
to be placed in the optimum location for the 
majority of drivers. The combination of the 
seat’s fore-and-aft adjustment and its ability 
to recline, permits frequent changes in seat- 
ing position to forestall getting cramped in 
one posture. Visibility is good in a 360. 
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degree circle. The pendant pedals are con- 
veniently placed, but are not meant for use 
with wide shoes. The accessory controls (all 
arranged in a pushbutton fashion along the 
center, lower edge of the dash) are the height 
of ease to operate once you learn the inter 
national symbols that are used to code them. 

It would be hard to equal its seventh vir 
tue, “mileage,” in anything but a much less 
powerful car, or a minicar. In heavy traffic, 
it averaged 20.5 mpg. From Los Angeles 
over the mile-high Ridge Route to Fresno 
(213 miles) Isabella used only 7.4 gallons 
of Mobilgas Special, for an average of 288 
mpg. From there, climbing to over 8000 feet 
in Yosemite, then down to 3000, back up t 
almost 10,000, using third gear a good pot 
tion of the time, and second a fair share 
(even on the downgrade—and some up—to 
Bishop) she averaged 27.0 mpg. From Bishop 
at steady high speeds, bucking headwinds 
and crosswinds, to Los Angeles, Isabella gave 
30.6 mpg. For the entire 740-mile trip, the 
average was a whopping 29.0. 

Isabella's eighth virtue is one any gal 
would be proud of—being “well constructed.” 
That she is, being built with the German 
technique for making things strong where 
they should be strong and light where light 
ness is needed. The way she’s put togethef, 
you don’t have the feeling that she'll soon 
come apart at the seams. It appears that only 
the best materials that $3695 can buy are 
used in puting together this fine package. 
That Isabeiia is quite a gal. jm 
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'59 BUICK on trial 


continued from page 21 


HOW ‘58 AND ‘59 BUICKS COMPARE 


Bore and Stroke 


Displacement 
Compression 
Bhp @ rpm 


Torque @ rpm 


Carburetion 


DIMENSIONS (inches) 


Wheelbase 


Maximum tread 


Overall length 
Overall width 
Overall height 


Front headroom 
Front seat width 


Rear headroom 


Rear seat width 


"58 Special 
4.13 x 3.40 
364 


9.5 to 1 
250 @ 4400 
380 @ 2400 

Two-barrel 


"59 LeSabre 
4.13 x 3.40 


364 


10.5 to 1 
250 @ 4400 
384 @ 2400 

Two-barrel 


123.0 


‘58 Super ‘59 Electra 
4.13 x 3.40 4.19 x 364 
364 401 
10 to 1 10.5 to 1 


300 @ 4600 325 @ 4400 
400 @ 3200 445 @ 2800 


Four-barrel Four-barrel 
127.5 126.3 
61.0 62.4 
219.1 220.6 
79.8 80.7 
59.4 57.3 
36.3 35.7 
65.7 66.1 
35.0 34.2 
65.0 66.5 





LE SABRE FOUR-DOOR HARDTOP 





SPECIFICATIONS OF TEST CAR 


‘59 Buick Electra 


ENGINE: Ohv V8. Bore 4.19 in. Stroke 3.64 in. 
Stroke / bore ratio 0.87:1. Compression ratio 10.5:1. 
Displacement 401 cu. in. One 4-bb! carburetor. Single- 
breaker distributor. Dual exhaust. Advertised bhp 325 
@4400. Bhp per cu. in. 0.81. Piston speed @ 
max. bhp 2669 ff. per min. Max.-bmep 167.3 psi. 
Max. torque 445 Ibs.-ff. @ 2800 rpm. 


TRANSMISSION: Triple Turbine automatic in a five- 
element torque converter. Two planetary gear sets. 
Maximum starting ratio of 4.75:1, shift ratios vary 
as to throttle opening and blade angle. 





CHASSIS: Front suspensi independent with coil 
springs and ball joints. Rear—torque tube with Air 
Ride. 8.00x15 tubeless tires. Power steering, recircu- 
lating ball nut integral with power piston, 4 turns 
lock-to-lock, overall ratio 19.7:1, turning diameter 
44.0 ft. Rear axle ratio 2.78:1. 


DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 123.0 in., overall length 
217.4, overall height 57.1, overall width 80.7, front 
tread 62.4, rear tread 60.0, rear overhang 59.8. 
Weight with gas, oil and water 4500 Ibs. (53% 
front, 47% rear), weight/bhp ratio 13.8:1. 


ACCESSORIES: Dual exhaust, power brakes, power 
steering, power seat, power windows, radio, heater 
and defroster, automatic temperature control, tinted 
glass, air conditioner, limited-slip differential, Air 
Ride on rear only, rear seat speaker for convertibles. 


SERIES AND MODELS 


LeSabre Invicta 
2-dr, 4-dr sedan 4-dr sedan 
2-dr, 4-dr hardtop 2-dr, 4-dr hardtop 
2-dr convertible 2-dr convertible 
4-dr Estate Wagon 4-dr Estate Wagon 


Electra Electra (with extended deck) 
4-dr sedan 4-dr Riviera sedan 
2-dr, 4-dr hardtop 4-dr hardtop 
2-dr convertible 


POWER OPTIONS 


Standard Optional 
LeSabre 364 engine, synchro- Twin Turbine, 


mesh transmission, 3.07 axle 
3.58 axle *Perf. Pkg. 
**Econ. Pkg. 


Invicta 401 engine, Twin Dual Exhausts 


Turbine, 3.23 axle **Econ. Pkg. 
***Perf, Pkg. 
Electra 401 engine, Twin **Econ. Pkg. 


Turbine, 3.23 axle 


*Performance Package—Twin Turbine, 3.23 axle, 
4-bbl. carb, dual exhausts 

**Economy Package—Triple Turbine, 2.78 axle, 
4-bbl. carb, dual exhausts 

***Derformance Package—Triple Turbine, 3.23 axle, 
dual exhausts 
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MF YOU PRIZE IT...KRYLON-IZE 
Protect your chrome 
the “PUSH BUTTON” way 


CRYSTAL- 
CLEAR 


To keep its bright, like-new look, 
chrome needs the long-lasting pro- 
tection .of Krylon Crystal-Clear. 
Weatherproof, rustproof . . . resists 





oil, grease, salt spray, etc. Also 
ideal for 
e Preventing “damp out” of ignition 
system 


e Minimizing battery failure 
e Weatherproofing convertible tops 


At hardware, automotive, 


radio-TV repair stores. 


paint, 


art supply, 


Get KRYLON Spray Paints (21 colors) for 
quick, easy, professional touchup jobs. 


1F YOU PRIZE 


1T...KRYLON-IZE IT! 








corvette, t-bird, mercedes, alfa romeo, 
porsche, jag, MG, austin healey, others, 
late model american convertibles 


write for illus. brochure 
ROBBINS AUTO TOP CO 


1454 Lincoln Bivd./Santa Monica 1/Calif 
phone EXbrook 3-0316 


STO rP 


ENGINE STALLS—VAPOR LOCK— 
LOW MILEAGE iwsrati a 


MILESMASTER * 


FUEL PRESSURE REGULATOR 


Let Milesmaster help you enjoy 
better, more economical motor- 
ing. Sold everywhere . only 
$6.95, plus installation 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


MIL ES MAS TE R, INC. Exeland, Wisconsin 


"$7,108% vec: 
SERVICING RADIATORS!’ 

















'» Newcastie, 
money servicin 
auto- ey hy iators with new Inland 

m te test, ir 


"Shop. 

radiators. Tniand, world’s Tersest's radiator equipment 
mfgr., ane Uy free. Small down pa: 

ment a Say Hy 
Profitable ‘d acp.. “tor 

INLAND MFG. CO., Dept. uT- 10, 1108 Jackson, Omaha, Neb. 
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Newbauers. Last Race 


continued from page 34 

Landslides carried the road away and the cir- 
cuit had to be changed. Bandits sniped at the 
competitors and then apologized, saying they 
had mistaken them for police cars. The sur- 
face was improved in parts but the circuit 
remained the most tortuous and most difh- 
cult ever used for a motor race. Over the 
years Neubauer passed from race driving to 
development and testing and steadily put on 
weight, emerging as the mountainous Renn- 
leiter who managed the Mercedes team in its 
victorious years just before World War II. 





When Mercedes returned to racing after 
the second World War, Neubauer was there 
again to manage the team, choosing the 
drivers and supervising every detail of race 
organization. By the fall of 1955 the World 
Championship for Drivers was in the bag 
for Fangio, Number | driver of the Mercedes 
team, but in sportscar racing, the World 
Championship for Constructors hung in the 
balance. Ferrari led with 19 points against 16 
for Mercedes and everything depended on the 
Targa Florio, the last big race of the season. 
To win the Championship, Mercedes not only 
had to win the race; they also had to make 
sure of second place to be safe. For Neu- 

























DRIVER NEUBAUER in 1924 Targa Florio won third place in two-liter Merced 
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began and where it seemed likely to endf = 

“The race had been lengthened to 13 lapf- aaee 
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circuit gives a distance of 581 miles. Th 
first driver was permitted to do only a max 
mum of five laps before handing over to hi 
co-driver, who must do at least three laps, 
we had to have the strongest possible te 
We already had Fangio, Moss, Kling 
Herrmann under contract. Herrmann 
been injured in a crash in the Monaco Grail 
Prix, so I invited two Britons, Peter Colliat 
and Desmond Titterington, to drive for 
I had to set the wires buzzing all over Wi 
ern Europe to find Collins, who was eventui 
found cruising on the Mediterranean, but #@ 
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Swiss Grand Prix, “Drive regularly . 
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anaged to assemble all the drivers on time. 
reserve I had John Fitch from America. 
“The circuit is 1300 miles from the factory 
we had to take everything we needed to 


crashes 


eep the cars going and to repair them after 
which are 
ractice on this difficult circuit. Three weeks 


inevitable during 


“fore race day we arrived at the farm 
hich was to be our headquarters with 45 


directory 
ng afte 


age and 
ynger bel 


rOWS fe-h 


y career 


hanics, seven trucks, five of the 300-SLR 
cars, one 300-SL coupe, one 190-SL and 

yeral 220-S sedans. 

“As the road is not closed during practice, 


he drivers have to take their chances, dodging 
carts and pedestrians, 


sheep, donkeys 


“God crawling trucks. Some accidents have to 

accepted. The first incident was when 
itterington slid on loose gravel and hit a 
mall bridge. The mechanics worked night 
nd day to repair this car. Next Moss hit a 
1 with Uhlenhaut's special toy, the 300- 
LR coupe, but the car escaped serious dam- 
xe. Moss did about 40 practice laps in vari- 
us cars—over 1800 miles of practice! The 


rced 


rement 
Ma Joni 


oe 
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hird crash came when Collins had to take 
$voiding action as a woman crossed the road 
head of him. Fangio damaged the front of 
inother car. That kept the mechanics busy. 


ortunately, not one of the drivers was hurt. 


“Our eight-cylinder 


three-liter 300-SLR, 


fuel injection and desmodromic valve 
developed over 300 horsepower and 
e geared to do about 155 mph in fifth 


TTING with Prof. Dr. 
ubaver wears 


® 


Nallinger, 
“watch necklace.” 


; they could use this gear only down 


short straight. 


Even fourth gear could 


be used very often; most of the circuit 
d to be taken in third, second, even first. 
"After careful studies of drivers’ perform- 
(es, we paired Fangio with Kling, Moss 
th Collins and Fitch with Titterington. 
fainst us were Castellotti/Manzon in a 314- 
pr Ferrari, Maglioli/Sighinolfi and Shelby/ 


aron in three-liter Ferraris, 


Musso was 


d with Villoresi on a. three-liter Maser- 

i and there was an assortment of smaller 
seratis, Oscas, Alfa Romeos, Lancias, Stan- 
ellinis and Erminis. Supervising the organ- 
ion as always was the sprightly Florio, 
72 years of age,-who had seen his be- 

ed race blossom into the classic with the 
t continuous record in racing history. 


"The road 


is too narrow for a massed 


so the cars are sent off at intervals of 

) seconds. The driver depends on accurate 
s from his pit to keep him informed of 
is position at the end of each lap. Moss 


was first away, roaring off promptly at 

A.M. To cope with the flying stones our 
windscreens were of thick plastic instead of 
glass. There was also an auxiliary steel wind 
deflector which could be erected in a few 
seconds if the plastic screen was shattered. 
We also had steel shutters over the head- 
lamps which could be dropped by remote 
control if required. In addition to these pre- 
cautions, Moss, who had learned during prac- 
tice what a menace flying stones can be, had 
covered his forehead with adhesive plaster. 

“Moss did his first lap in 44 minutes, 
covering the circuit at over 60 mph for the 
first time in history, then went on to set 
up a new lap record at 62.25 mph. To do 
this he had to drive to the limits of wheel 
adhesion on a circuit made treacherous by 
torrential rain during the days before the 
race. Soon he slid on wet earth and the car 
shot down a steep embankment, finishing up 
on a hillside far from the road. Somehow the 
car stayed upright and drivable. Spectators 
rushed to his aid. For minutes they pushed, 
panted and spluttered as the mud spattered 
over them from the spinning wheels, but at 
last they got the car back onto the road so 
Moss continued, losing only six minutes. 

“The car had now dropped to fourth place 
and Moss handed over to Peter Collins, who 
put on a brilliant display to make up the 
eight minutes which separated him from the 
leader. Castellotti was hurling his sliding 
Ferrari around the corners, skimming walls 
on which loyal supporters had daubed the 
message, ‘Viva Castellotti, Viva Manzon!’ 
The Ferrari had to refuel every four laps 
against every five for the Mercedes and when 
the Ferrari stopped, Fangio took the lead. 

“By the end of five laps,” continues Neu- 
bauer, “everyone had to change drivers and 
I had an anxious time wondering how our 
second pilots were going to succeed.” Fangio 
was leading when he handed over to Kling. 
Castellotti handed the Ferrari to Manzon 
with a 214-minute disadvantage in second 
place. At the end of the five laps Collins had 
already brought his car into third place only 
four minutes behind the leaders. Fourth 
were Titterington and Fitch, and next the 
two three-liter Ferraris driven by Shelby/ 
Munaron and Maglioli/Sighinolfi. 

Collins now astounded everyone. By the 
end of his fourth time around he had made 
up the gap between himself and Manzon, 
then Kling, and had put his car into the 
lead. When Fangio took over again he did 
all he knew to get back the lead, but by now 
Moss was back in the leading car and in the 
top of his form. After 9 hours, 43 minutes 
and 14 seconds of stress and tension, Moss 
was flagged as the winner. Four minutes and 
41 seconds behind him came Fangio to secure 
for Mercedes their second World Champion- 
ship of 1955. . 

Cars of the most advanced design built 
regardless of cost, the best available drivers, 
perfect preparation, based on minute study 
of the circuit and the opposition—it was 
a formula which rarely failed. In a race like 
the Targa Florio so many things can go wrong 
that it is a long, drawn-out ordeal for the 
team manager. Neubauer mopped his brow 
and relaxed. ‘““With this race the greatest and 
most interesting part of my life came to a 
close. With this race I began my career and 
here among this wild mountainous country 
it was to end. So you can see why the Targa 
Florio 1955 was my greatest thrill.” /MT 
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MAKE MORE MONEY 


NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS 


LOS ANGELES 37, CALIFORNIA 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DEPT. + DW- 108 
4000 S. FIGUEROA ST.,LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. 
Rush free Auto Diesel ‘‘Opportunity’’ ‘~ and 
sample lesson. No salesman will call 
NAME ___ AGE_ 
ADDRESS nissiamistesticetia 
ciTy__ _— ZONE___STATE 
(CD Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training at Los Angeles. 
VETERANS: Give date of Discharge —_ 


BOOK MANUSCRIPTS 


CONSIDERED 
by cooperative publisher who offers authors ear- 
ly publication, higher royalty, national distribu- 
uon, and beautifully designed books. All subjects 
welcomed. Write, or send your MS directly. 
GREENWICH BOOK PUBLISHERS, inc. 
Attn. MR. DICKENS—489 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N.Y. 























CLOGGED SEWER 


Remember The 
COSTLY PLUMBING BILL — 
pay ee April 1st. Just intro- 


Yet. anyone can operate this 
new 4 sazene Gun which 


releases air pressure on a solid 


cots, pape: 
stantl; ‘when struck by the 
mer-like blow of this new unit. 

here is no 
wall or pipe, A 
special attachment allows water 
to flow from the faucet through 
the Gun while air is released on 
the = 
obstacle 
what is this pmb Flushing 
Gun worth inCostTt 
WED? Tear this Ad out— 

and write your rite and address 
beside it for FREE BOOKLET. 
oe that urge. No agent will 

all. A postcard will go (Chicago 
Phoi one Kildare 5-1702 
MILLER SEWER ROD CO., Dept. 
AU-3. 4640 N. Central, Chicage 
30, IMinois. 








FREE tees one sox 


TORQUE 
WRENCH 
“Time bceunac 
Sold around the worla 
by leading hand tool 
manufacturers, mail order 
houses, chain stores, 
specialty houses. 
Write Dept. M 
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FIRST PRIZE goes to Joe M. Price Jr. for his intriguing photo of what appears to be a wheel-less 
motorcycle at a Santa Rosa, Calif. scrambles. Rider is in middle of a dip, recovered all right. 





THIRD PRIZE winner is Bud Dewald’s photo series of an 86, gets sideways, is hit by Maserati, No. 87. With 
unfortunate spinout at a race near Phoenix. Lotus, No. hood up, driver waves, indicates he won‘t move. 
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THE EDITORS OF MOTOR TREND are looking for 
the three best photos or seq es of phot 
taken each month in the field of motor sports. 
And this includes all forms of motorized racing 
on land or water—anything that is exciting and 
pictorial. Picture quality, good composition, cur- 
rent news value and photos that tell a story are 
what we want. 

First prize is $25, second $15 and third award 
is $10. If we select a picture sequence, we will 
pay the place award for the first photo plus 





MOTOR SPORTS, U.S.A... . 

Four-passenger T-Birds are not eligible 
for late-model NASCAR competition. “T- 
Birds and Corvettes are considered as sports- 
cars in NASCAR's rule book.” Wha-a-at? 

. . Carroll Shetby and Paul O'Shea are 
among first American drivers to apply for 
competition licenses in USAC’s Road Racing 
Div. . . . Said by many to be the best race 
' of its kind in 10 years on Eastern tracks, the 
50-lap “All-Indy” Racing Classic for cham- 
pionship drivers and cars at Williams Grove 
(Pa.) was won by Jud Larson. The lead 
changed six times, with Larson beating 
Johnny Thomson by 50 yards. . . . Showing 
Northerners the way home, Georgian Jack 
Smith pushed his ‘57 Chevy around Bridge- 
hampton’s Road Course for 100 miles at an 
average 81 mph. (In shorter races, veteran 
sportscar driver Walt Hansgen has done 86 
mph in a D-Jag.) Smith beat out Cotton 
Owens’ ‘58 Pontiac by 12 seconds. The race 
proved one point: American stocks can race 
effectively on road courses. All but two of 
16 entries finished. . . . Walt Hansgen faces 
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SECOND PRIZE goes to Gordon Wilkins, who stood in hot spot to snap Mike 
Hawthorn demonstrate Ferrari understeer while drifting Copse Corner at 
Silverstone in British Grand Prix. There are safer race-viewing points. 


Photo contest 


$7.50 for each additional photograph published 
in the series. 

Please identify all photos with names, dates, 
locations and pertinent caption data. Contest 


is open to amateurs and professionals alike. 


Photos should be black and white glossy prints, 
four by five inches minimum size. Please do not 
send negatives. Photos cannot be returned. 

Send all entries to MOTOR TREND. Motor 
Sports Pictorial Contest, 5959 Hollywood Blvd., 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


possible suspension by the SCCA “if he ac- 
cepted travel expenses for competing in the 
British Grand Prix”. . . . The same Volvo 
(10,000 miles later) and same drivers (Art 
Riley, Bill Rutan) won the second “Little 
Le Mans” on Lime Rock's 1.5-mile road 
course. In 10 hours they covered 598 miles 
in just under a 60-mph average. Volvo easily 
took Ist, 2nd, 3rd overall, swept 1600cc 
class. Saabs were Ist, 2nd on Index of Per- 
formance, took Ist three places in 750cc 
class, 4th, 6th, 11th Overall. An Auto Union 
1000 (DKW with 980cc engine) took 3rd 
on Index, Sth overall, Ist in class C; smaller 
DKW took 3rd in class, 4th on Index, 9th 
overall. Dyna Panhards took 2nd, 4th in 
class, 8th, 10th overall. Best-placing Renault 
4-CV was 4th in 750cc class, 12th overall. 
Of 34 starters, 29 finished. In the closing 
stages of the race a bitter struggle took place 
between the Saabs and Auto Union. With 
Saab's driver-captain talking to his drivers 
over a shortwave radio, the leading Saab 
made its bid, going by just laps before the 
finish. An interesting sidelight was a driver- 








only (assistance is barred) repair to the 
Sunbeam Rapier that lost its wheel, using 
parts from a volunteer spectator’s Rapier... . 
As of presstime, Shorty Templeman of 
Seattle, Wash. still led in USAC National 
Midget championship points. Closest compet- 
itors were Gene Hartley and Rex Easton .... 


OVERSEAS REPORTS .... 

In the Alpine Rally, TR-3s took highest 
honors among British makes, taking Ist and 
2nd in the 1600cc Unlimited Class. Sun- 
beam Rapiers took Ist, 2nd, 4th, and Sth in 
1300-1600cc class. Only 25 of 58 starters 
finished. . . . In another rally, “Race of the 
Midnight Sun,” put on by Royal Swedish 
Auto Club, Volvo won outright. Total of 
141 cars were entered in 1500-mile event. 
. . . Results of Continental Mobilgas Econo- 
my Run suggest that smallest engine is not 
always most economical. In this five-day run 
over 1696 miles through Belgium, Holland, 
Luxembourg, Switzerland, Italy and France, 
a two-liter Citroén ID-19 got top mileage 
of 39.7 mpg. This beat a Peugeot 403 
(1468cc) with 36.1 mpg and a Peugeot 203 
(1290cc) with 36.8 mpg. Outright victory 
on a ton/mpg basis went to Dyna Panhard, 
which got 51.6 mpg. Average speed was 30 
mph.... 


THE GRAND PRIX CIRCUIT 

Breaking the British dominance of the GP 
circuit, Ferrari came through with a win in 
the French GP by a British driver—Haw- 
thorn. To make matters worse, Hawthor2 
not only held the lead from start to finish, 
but only one British car (Moss’s Vanwa!!) 
was among the top five finishers. Though 
Fangio was 4th in the “new-old” Maserati 
he told our correspondent Ginther Molter, 
“I will give up racing if I do not get a better 
car.” . . . Tragedy struck when young (33) 
Luigi Musso tried valiantly tg stay. with the 
leading Hawthorn. While passing two Maser- 
atis (one, incidentally, driven by Troy Rutt- 
man in his first GP appearance) on two 
very fast turns, he lost control. His Ferrari 
somersaulted, he was thrown out, died later 
of head injuries. Oddly, his first big victory 
was in '57—also at Reims. . . . L’Osserva- 
tore Romano (the Vatican City Daily) 
quickly denounced auto racing, comparing 
it to the god Saturn, who in mythology de 
voured his children. It said, “A modernized 
Saturn, posing now as a captain of [automo- 
tive} industry, continues to devour his own 
sons.” . . . The Formula II race saw Coop- 
ers, a VO Ferrari, and for the first time, the 
Porsche Monoposto. With Behra up, the 
Por che—nothing more than a 1500-RSK 
with seat and steering in the center—led 
most of the way. Ferrari engineer Amoretti 
told Molter the streamlined body is respon- 
sible for its fantastic performance. Drivers 
in the slipstream of the Ferrari picked up 
some 100 revs; behind the Porsche, noth- 
a. « » 

On paper, the British GP looked like 
anybody's race, with Moss ( Vanwall), Schell 
(BRM), Collins (Ferrari), and Behra 
(BRM) in the front row. It was sure to be 
tough, because Moss and Hawthorn ( Ferrari, 
in second row) were even in point stand- 
ings. For one-third of the race Collins led, 
then Moss retired with a broken connecting 
rod. Collins built up his lead over Haw- 
thorn, winning at 102 mph average. Salva- 
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Motor sports dori’s Cooper was 3rd, Lewis-Evans (Van- 
wall) 4th, Schell (BRM) 5th, Brabham 
(Cooper) 6th, Brooks (Vanwall) 7th. All 
seven cars averaged over 100 mph... . In 
the sportscar event Moss led from wife to 
wire in the works Lister-Jaguar. Hansgen 
(another Lister) held 2nd for 10 laps, but 
retired with starter trouble. Salvadori (two- 
liter Lotus) was 2nd, Allison, (1-liter 
Lotus) was 3rd. Moss averaged only four 
mpu less than Collins’ GP Ferrari. . . . Pro- 
duction Touring produced a struggle be- 
tween T. Sopwith and Hansgen, both on 3.4 
Jags, Sopwith cornering in a long drift, 
Hansgen allowing the tail to slide, then 
applying correction at the same point every 
time. At 10 laps Sopwith lost a wheel and 
the American won from three other Jags and 
* meet So. sk 
The German GP was the scene of some of 
the most fantastic driving of the year. Moss 
took the lead, in the second lap broke 
Fangio’s fantastic lap record set in "57 (see 
June MT), and in the third lap broke it 
once more (by eight seconds) pushing the 
long-nosed Vanwall through the south loop 
in a power slide—achieved before only by 
Fangio. On the fourth lap, he retired—-with 
CANADA CLASS RACING has become popular with build-it-yourselfers north of mag trouble. Hawthorn and Collins then 
the border. Dick Hamilton, Montreal, demonstrates his successful version. fought bitterly for the lead, almost forget- 
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TROY RUTTMAN, trying Grand Prix car, drove a Maserati at French GP. He enjoys it, may run European season. 


Sicaiiigesiaiemacdinaiice nokta ae 


LOTUS GP car was driven by Gra- 
ham Hill in French GP, suffered 
engine trouble. Two-liter Coventry 
Climax engine (right) is mounted 
diagonally, features two dual- 
throat SU carbs. Engine develops 
195 bhp at 6250 rpm but has not 
proven reliable in competition. 
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PORSCHE’S FORMULA II car is very fast and holds great promise. This one, 
at German Grand Prix, proved to be single-seater RSK with 1500cc engine. 
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NEWEST CARRERA from Porsche has located oil cooler as near to the fresh 
air as you can get on smoothly contoured auto—right where horn used to be. 





Photos by Gunther Molter 


ting Tony Brooks, the English dentist in the 
No. 2 Vanwall. Shortly before going into 
the first turn of the south loop, Brooks went 
by the 2nd-place Ferrari. Roaring out of the 
turn and down the back straight, then onto 
a wide turn, Brooks went by Hawthorn into 
the lead. He was never headed. Hawthorn 
and Collins continued their struggle, going 
into a sharp right turn, too fast. Collins left 
the road, the Ferrari overturned and he was 
thrown into a tree, suffering fatal injuries. 
Hawthorn retired, leaving 2nd place for 
Salvadori, and 3rd for Trintignant, both in 
2.2 Coopers. . . . Ruttman took about 70 
practice laps, said, “I like it very much!” 


LOOK FOR THIS TO HAPPEN... . 
JAGUAR to have a new team of “works” 
cars with independent rear suspension ready 
to race by the end of the year. Debut could 
be at Sebring 1959. . .. DONALD CAMP- 
BELL to shatter John Cobb’s existing world 
land speed record of 393.8 mph. Like Cobb's 
Railton Special, Campbell’s new car will 
have the driver sitting in the nose ahead of 
the front wheels. All wheels will be driven 
by a 5000-bhp Bristol gas turbine engine. 
Campbell is shooting for 475 mph on Bon- 
neville’s Salt Flats in 1960, with Moss tak- 
ing part... . BAHAMAS SPEED WEEKS 
at Nassau to be held Nov. 30-Dec. 8. Capt. 
Crise, chairman, tells us Fangio will race in 
the 250-mile Trophy Race in a 4.7 Ferrari, 
despite Fangio’s intention to retire. . . . 
USAC’s NEW ROAD RACING DIVISION 
to get experience this year (with four events 
—Lime Rock, Sept. 7; Marlboro, Md., Sept. 
21; Danville, Va., Sept. 28; Riverside, Calif., 
Oct. 12) then to slate 10 or more road races 
in 59. Cars will run in four divisions: over 
and under 2000cc modified, over and under 
2000cc production. . . . AMERICA’S BIG- 
GEST RALLY on Nov. 4, starting in eight 
different locations throughout the country, 
winding up some 3200 miles and four days 
later in Los Angeles. Purse is a guaranteed 
$10,000. Entry fee is $250. All passenger 
cars are eligible. Write American Rally Club, 
Inc., 4015 Benedict Canyon Dr., Sherman 
Oaks, Calif... . MIKE HAWTHORN to be 
new World Champion Driver. Up through 
German GP, point standings were: Haw- 
thorn 30, Moss 24, Tony Brooks 16. Moss 
could still make it, but Hawthorn is stretch- 
ing his lead. Three hard-charging contend- 
ers are lost: Peter Collins and Luigi Musso 
with their lives, Fangio with his “retire- 
ment.” Three GPs will decide it: Portugal, 
Italy and Morocco. . . . MASERATI not to 
return to racing, at least in the near future. 
Ugolini, famous Maserati racing manager 
(formerly for Ferrari), has left the fold. 
USAC’s “United States Grand Prix” 
(sponsored by Times-Mirror) at Riverside, 
Calif. to be straw that breaks camel’s back 
(in this case, the SCCA). With invitations 
out to top European, Indy and American 
sportscar drivers (notably mot SCCA), a 
purse of over $12,000 in a 200-miler over 
a 3.3-mile course, and a 50-miler for the 
simon-pure amateurs, this could settle the 
amateur-pro dispute very quickly. . . . ALEC 
ULMANN, Sebring impresario, to stage a 
1959 Grand Prix for Formula I as the second 
day event on Mar. 22, following the sports- 
car 12-hour race. It is said to count for 
World Driver Championship, replacing Indy 
in this respect. . . . OPENING DATE of 
Daytona’s International Speedway to be an- 
nounced shortly by Bill France. /mtT 
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AUTO BOOKS 


VOLKSWAGEN OWNER’S HANDBOOK 
—_ is a brand new book every VW owner 
ospective owner will want. Gives full 


r 
Soraike on care and servicing of the VW, in 
non-technical languoge. A MUST for the Vw 
owner and enthusiast Postpaid $2.00 


RENAULT OWNER’S HANDBOOK 
Here is a large complete owner's handbook 
needed by every owner of the Renault Dav- 
phine. Tells the owner how to perform service 
operations and keep his car in top condition. 
Includes Floyd Clymer’s test report with many 
photos and comments on the car's behavior. 
Also Clymer's comments on manufacturing 
methods of Renault Postpaid $3.00 


BUY and RESTORE an ANTIQUE CAR 
Chock full of photos, information and details 
of interesting old cars made like new. 

Postpaid $3.00 


INTERNATIONAL CATALOG 
All world’s cars, in color, specs., in 6 lan- 
guages. World's finest auto books Ppd. $10.00 


HOW , BUILD A FIBERGLAS 
Re EY, Postpaid $2.00 


OFFICIAL INDIANAPOLIS 500 
YEARBOOK .uoeeee..Postpaid $2.00 


FORD OWNER’S HANDBOOK Postpaid $2.00 
CHEVROLET OWNER’S HANDBOOK Postpaid $2.00 
PLYMOUTH OWNER’S HANDBOOK Postpaid $2.00 
SOUPING THE STOCK CARS Postpaid $2.00 
FORD SPEED MANUAL Postpaid $2.00 
CHEVROLET SPEED MANUAL Postpaid $2.00 
HIGH PERFORMANCE CARS OF 1957 

and 1958 Postpaid $2.00 


FLOYD CLYMER, Dept. MT-10 
World’s Largest Publisher of Books Relating 
to Automobiles, Motorcycles, Motor Racing. 
1268 SO. ALVARADO ST., L. A. 6, CALIF. 














POWER! MILEAGE! STYLE! 


WEW LOW PRICES on 1000's of New 
est Speed, Power, Mileage, Racing, 
Custom Items for ALL cars! immedi 
ate delivery! Finest Brands! SAVE 
up to 50%. Don't buy till you see 
this FREE Catalog! 





ENGINEERING 


wre. io MILFORD 7, PA. 
Aluminum Brake 
Cooling Fins 


* Lessen Deadly B-ake Fade 
* Reduce Dangerous Heating 
* Prevent Expensive 

Drum Warpi 
° Muffle Annoying 

Brake Chatter 
- a KOOL-FINS, precision built of 
satin-finish 032 aluminum, completely encircle the brake 
drums with dozens of slanted cooling fins that dissipate 
heat up to 40% faster. Made for all cars. Install in min- 
utes yourself. Satisfied customers in the U.S. and Canada. 
Order now: be safe! Buy wholesale direct from factory. 


en SET, $99 5 





a and year of 


—s 
car. Fully guaranteed. 


KOOL-FIN INDUSTRIES 
Garnett, Kansas 


T-BIRD OWNERS 


Write for FREE 20 page catalog of items for the T- 
Bird. Auto Top Lift removes & stores top. aaa ? 67 
Many exclusive accessories. 


JAMES AUTO SPECIALTIES 


Box 151M, Pasadena, Calif. 
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El Chamaco 


continued from page 23 


motorcyle drivers. With the 12 members of 
his troupe, whom he had trained to perform 
such stunts as the Rodriguez-invented motor- 
cycle leap from one building to another, 
building pyramids of machines and men, etc., 
he toured both Mexico and the U. S. Al- 
though now a successful Mexico City indus- 
trialist, he has also been engineer of the 
Mexican presidential train and chief of the 
motorcycle squad of the Mexico City police. 

An amiable, pleasant man, Rodriguez Sr. 
was undoubtedly pleased when each of his 
boys won Mexican National Bicycle Cham- 
pionships (Pedro at 10 and Ricardo at 8) 
National Motorcycle Champion- 


and ater, 
ships. Ricardo, already narrowing the two- 
year gap in age/accomplishment, won the 


125cc championship when he was 11—the 
same year 13-year-old Pedro took the 250cc- 
class. And Ricardo at 13 became the 
unrestricted Motorcycle Champ of Mexico. 

Mr. Rodriguez can claim a great deal more 
responsibility for the accomplishments of his 
sons than simply basic teaching and pride. 
His hard-earned success has given the boys 
the enviable advantage of having extraor- 
fine and very professional racing 


| machinery. Ricardo’s RS model Porsche and 
| Pedro’s Testa Rossa Ferrari each have a price 








of around $10,000. Great as he might be 
potentially, Ricardo Rodriguez would be an- 
other “unknown” without his father’s help. 
His mother’s view is less positive, but she 
says only, ‘I would rather watch the boys race 
than sit home and wonder. : 

So Ricardo Rodriguez has competitive cars, 
good direction (his father is a natural-born 
“team manager’), and opportunity to race. 
Of the latter, one of the best came last fall 
when he was invited to a major S.C.C.A. 
meet at the just-completed Riverside Raceway 
near Los Angeles in order to compete against 
some 50 West Coast drivers. He trounced 
them all by winning both of his races. He 
was then 
fourth and fifth sportscar events. 

Two months later, in the last Mexican race 
of the year, he beat the Mexican champion 
decisively for the second time. Thus in eight 
months, Ricardo had an even half-dozen 
sportscar races under his belt—one third, one 
second and four wins. And he also had a 
clearly identifiable and absolutely-patterned 
style. Carroll Shelby said after watching him 
practice at Riverside, “He’s great—and cool 
as a cucumber all the time. He has that cer- 
tain driving finesse which makes Fangio the 
champion that he is.” Said another famous 
American driver: “It’s absolutely incredible 
how mature he is in his thinking. Pressure 
doesn’t mean a thing to him. He adheres to 
a definite pattern. He’s not ragged or wild, 
but smooth. His timing is miraculous. . 


BEFORE CHRISTMAS OF 1957, Ricardo was 
offered an even finer opportunity to display 
these skills when he and his brother were 
invited to the unique and exciting series of 
races held each December in the Caribbean 
island of Nassau. In this part of the world, 
only the Cuban Grand Prix and the Sebring 
12-hour endurance race garner a finer field of 
drivers than does Nassau. And although word 
of Ricardo’s fantastic abilities had been carried 


15144 years old and driving his . 


co Nassau by the West Coast drivers, the 
racing “elite” which shows up in the Bahama 
island is skeptical of “wonder boys.” 

At Nassau, the Rodriguez boys didn’t win 
a single race. But everyone went crazy any- 
way. Not since Fon Portago raced any one 
of his somewhat battered Ferraris at great 
speed around the old Nassau circuit has there 
been such an island hero. This is not to say 
that Ricardo resorted to any such tactics. He 
has none of Portago’s brutal way with a car 

In the pits, on the starting grid, at the 
gatage, in restaurants and on the beach, 
Ricardo was delightedly subjected to a deluge 
of compliments. For competing against the 
huge Nassau entry of well-driven and _ late 
model cars of all sizes and beset by constant 
minor mechanical problems, Ricardo was still 
able to gain a fourth, fifth and eighth overall 
in the big races. In the major events for 
smaller cars, which had sizable entries of RS 
Porsches, he was a consistent second behind 
28-year-old Ed Crawford—the Mid-West 
challenger to West Coaster Ken Miles for the 
“best U.S. Porsche driver’ title. 

Some of the Crawford-Rodriguez battles 
were classic. In one 100-mile race, the third- 
place two-liter Ferrari was a full 114 minutes 
behind second placer Rodriguez and the pace 
was so extraordinary that Belgian Champion 
Olivier Gendebien, who subsequently co-drove 
to second place at Sebring and first in this 
year’s Targa Florio, could place his Ferrari 
no better than sixth. 

In the last 100-miler, preliminary to the 
final main event, Ricardo was beaten only by 
the 3.5 and 4.9 Ferraris of Stirling Moss and 
Richie Ginther and, by a car length, John 
Fitch’s two-liter Maserati. Fifteen minutes 
later, although the synchromesh mechanism 
in his gearbox had ceased to function, Ricardo 
started in the 250-mile final. He finished 
eighth overall and first in Class F. His 1500c 
Porsche was beaten by five big-bore Ferraris 
and Maseratis (piloted by Moss, Shelby, Hill, 
Joachim Bonnier and»Ginther), the Daigh 
Reventlow two-liter Maser and Bob Said’s 
Testa Rossa Ferrari. The nearest RS Porsche 
was more than two laps (10 miles) behind. 

Even before this stunning accomplishment, 
Stirling Moss had said of Ricardo, “He is an 
extraordinary driver. Tremendously good. He 
lacks only the ultimate skills which racing on 
a very-high-speed course like this one cao 
give him. With a little more practice on fast 
circuits, he’s going to be a real contender.” 


JUST BEFORE HIS 16TH BIRTHDAY ast 
February, Ricardo picked up another Mexican 
victory after a race-long battle with a D 
Jaguar through the precipitous cliffs and 
gorges of the Guadalajara circuit. 

A week later, entry for Pedro’s Ferrari was 
requested for the Cuban Grand Prix and re 
fused—perhaps just as well in light of what 
happened at Cuba this year! 

But when, a month later, the organizers 
of the Sebring race refused entry to both boys 
for the same reasons that the Cubans had 
given for rejecting Pedro—that both boys 
were too young, that insurance coverage could 
not be extended to them and that they did not 
want to set a precedent—Ricardo and Pedro 
were deeply disappointed. They'd had theif 
hearts set on Sebring. They came anyway— 
but as spectators, not competitors. 

In spite of his fine show at Nassau, Ricaf- 
do’s greatest triumph came Jast mid-April 
Since Ken Miles had beaten him in the first 
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race in which Ricardo had driven his new RS 
Porsche—at Puebla almost a year earlier—his 
greatest desire was to race against Miles 
again. He got his chance on the Avandaro 
circuit, the site of his debut in a sportscar. 
And he also got his biggest thrill to date— 
evenly matched in RS Porsches, Ricardo came 
home first, 21 seconds ahead of Miles. 

A week later, on a wild “circuit” laid out 
in the center of downtown Santa Ana, El 
Salvador (it consisted of one city corner after 
another), Ricardo was running away with 
the race when he was retired by a blown 
tire and resultant wheel damage—the basic 
damage having been done when he hit a 
stray dog during the half-hour (!) pre-race 
practice session. (This race was perhaps most 
memorable for the incident involving a local 
D-Jaguar driver who, went up so many escape 
roads that when he found himself for the 
second time on the one which led to his home 
in San Salvador, he just kept on going.) 


ALTHOUGH HE DISAGREES vehemently, 
Ricardo, now 16, is a far better driver than 
his 18-year-old brother who, through most 
of their childhood speed competitions, set the 
goals Ricardo strove to equal. Having com- 
peted a few times in Mexican sportscar races 
before he went away to school, Pedro drove 
in no competition during the two years he 
spent at an Illinois military academy finishing 
high school. His first post-graduation race was 
the September Torreédn go which Ricardo 





want. Ricardo was asked point-blank once if 
his father had ever refused him a single 
thing he had asked for. He looked thoughtful 
for a long time, then finally allowed as how 
“he couldn't think of anything right now.” 
Pedro and Ricardo spend most of their $12-a- 
week allowance on gasoline used for driving 
a whole horde of pretty teen-age girl friends 
around Mexico City, thereby killing two birds 
with one stone because both Pedro and 
Ricardo like driving cars and dating girls 
about equally well right now. The family 
owns 11 cars all together (latest count), 
Ricardo four (a race-tuned Opel sedan, a 
57 Chevy, the Osca and Porsche racers), and 
Pedro three (a Corvette, Ferrari and a Ford). 

But Papa Rodriguez has pulled off a minor 
miracle, for as well as spoiling his boys, he 
has taught them respect, courtesy, industry 
and how to use their minds. Unlike the stereo- 
typed profligate sons of a wealthy man, Pedro 
and Ricardo work as hard and seriously as 
they race. They are considerate of the desires 
of other people, alert to learn, thoughtful in 
the use of learned knowledge and unfailingly 
polite. In a word, they are gentlemen. And 
they have the wholly admirable Latin quality 
of complete deference to the wishes of their 
parents. When either is asked if he wants to 
race in a given event, his inevitable answer is, 
“If my father thinks I should.” Crowds may 
shriek but Ricardo pays close attention to his 
father’s signals from the pits. 

Often he is nearly suffocated by autograph 


RICARDO’S SKILL shows up as he prepares to take Ken Miles on the outside. 


won, Pedro leading in class when he blew a 
tire on his Corvette. At Nassau, a bit over- 
eager, Pedro bashed up his new Testa Rossa 
Ferrari so badly as to eliminate himself from 
any effective competition for the remainder 
of the meet. At Guadalajara he was black- 
flagged for disregarding the pit marshal's 
signals in his eagerness to re-enter the race 
after a blown tire was changed. He was fourth 


overall and Corvette class winner behind 
Ricardo, Ken Miles and an SS Jaguar at 
Avandaro. 


Whether Ricardo’s clearly superior skill is 
a result of his greater experience or the fact 
that his Porsche is so suitable for the twisty, 
mountainous Mexican circuits remains to be 
seen. Pedro is already at 18 a competent race 
driver, but all indications are that his little 
brother Ricardo is the “born driver.” 


AS ONE COMES TO KNOW the Rodriguez 
brothers better, and the maturity of judg- 
ment and the -discipline which characterize 
their handling of racing machines—again, 
these developed to a higher degree in 
Ricardo—one is more and more aware of 
the incongruity of these traits in the two 
boys. For they are “spoiled” in the sense 
that they are given almost anything they 


seekers, but when asked if he would like to 
meet Fangio, his eyes widened and he caught 
his breath before he answered, “Oh, yes!’’—as 
full of hero worship as any of his own fans. 


FOR A FEW MORE YEARS YET, as these two 
teen-agers—already heroes in their own coun- 
try—broaden their racing horizons, their ages 
will be an increasing handicap. International 
race organizers admit their incredible skill 
and undeniable competence but still must 
refuse them entries. Ricardo was not per- 
mitted to run in the sportscar championship 
Nirburgring event in May, nor would the 
promoters of Le Mans permit American 
Porsche driver, Ed Hugus, to name Ricardo 
as his co-driver for that 24-hour classic. 

While this angers their father—who feels 
it is unfairly prejudicial—neither Ricardo nor 
Pedro seems unduly upset. They race where 
they can on weekends—and contentedly re- 
turn to school on Monday mornings. Both 
have aspirations other than racing—Pedro 
to be a business administrator and Ricardo an 
architect. But if Ricardo continues to compete 
—as a hobby or otherwise—the teen-age 
Mexican will soon be a potentially very seri- 
ous threat to any driver on any face course 
in the world. (Courtesy Sport Magazine) 








BIG PAY JOBS aah: 
for men who qualify in 


DIESELS ne a 


TRAIN NOW FOR A DIESEL FUTURE 

Steady, high-pay jobs await men qualified in Diesel, 
Tractor, and Heavy Equipment. Are you qualified 
for job and advancement opportunities in this fast- 
growing field? You can qualify! 


COMPLETE DIESEL COURSE NOW AVAILABLE 
If you are ambitious and want to get ahead in this 
big money field, you'll want to know about the 
complete Diesel home training course now offered 
by Interstate Training Service. Covers all phases 
of operation, repair, service. Easy to master in 
spare time. No interference with present job. Up- 
to-the-minute. Regularly revised to cover new de- 
velopments. We invite comparison of material 
offered. Advisory placement service for students. 


YOU OWE IT TO YOURSELF to investigate Inter- 
state Training Service Diesel Training. Thousands agree it 
has helped them to better jobs... better pay. 
It can do the same for you! 





INTERSTATE TRAINING SERVICE 
===—\ Dept. A-29, Portiand 13, Ore. 

Please see that | receive FREE 24-poge book, 
"Getting Ahead in Diesel.” 
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The World’s Finest 


DEEP GLOSS 
AUTO PAINTING 


Ss f | gp 3 Year Written Guarantee 
“ie 


3M 


eee Now you can have the world’s finest deluxe 
coating deep gloss 7. job for only $49.95. (No 
$ extra charge for sanding, masking, rust 
14.95 proofing, etc.) Our FOSTORIA gold plated 
100,000 watt dust-proof oven pictured above 
permanently bakes on the paint. You can 
choose from our 5000 distinctive colors to make 
your car look new again. We can give you one-day 
service and arrange convenient terms. Call Infra 
Red today and you'll be proud of your car 
tomorrow. We also specialize in body and 
fender work. Free estimates. 


INFRA RED AUTO PAINTING CO. 
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BE AN INDUSTRIAL DESIGNER... 


Combine your design abilities 
with technical aptitudes in 
industrial Design training at 
Art Center School. Work under 
practicing professionals for 
jobs as automotive styi- 
ists, prodest, package design- 
ers. Constant demand 
graduates. Accredited. 8 se- 
mesters to B.P.A. degree. Vet 
approved. 700 students. Co-ed. 
Begin Feb., June or Sept. 


semester. 1 : 
Write Mr. Thor, 5353 W. Third Street, Los Angeles, Calif. 


ART CENTER SCHOOL 


€ Rain Goggles (large\.. $3.00 
Rain Goggles (reg. size) $2.50 
Plain (fits over glasses) $2.50 
Economy Model pictured $1.00 
Post Paid (in U.S.A.)— 
Guaranteed 











THE H. C. BARNES CO. 
175 Morgan St., MT-10 
Rockford, Ill. 
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WILL FORD’S GERMAN MADET/ 


SERVE AS THE “STOPGAP” SI 


S TAUNUS FORD’S ANSWER to the al- 
leged demand for a more compact car 
than is now available in its American pro- 
models? (See “Spotlight.”) A 
decision by any one of the Big Three 
manufacturers to build and market a 
smaller car in the United States would 
entail tremendous investments in tools and 
plants, with the other side of the equa- 
tion being, “How big is the market?” 
No-one is more conscious of this than 
Ford Motor Co., which only a year ago 
invested $100 million in tools and en- 
gineering and $150 million in plants and 
facilities for its new Edsel line. If Ford 
were to make a similar investment for a 
small American-built car and proved suc- 
cessful in capturing the entire Volkswagen 
share of the U.S. market, its tooling and 
plant costs per car during the first year 
would reach a staggering total of about 
$3600. And this would be for a car that, 
priced, would sell for 


duction 


competitively 





TAUNUS ENGINE is four-cylinder ohv, 
displaces 103.6 cubic inches, gives 
67 brake horsepower at 4400 rpm. 


68 MOTOR TREND/OCTOBER 1958 


by Bill Callahan Detroit Editor 


around $1800. Even if it captured all of 
the small foreign car market this cost 
would still be close to $1000 per car. 

Taunus seems to offer the best answer 
for many reasons. Any small American- 
built Ford probably would not differ 
greatly from the Taunus. With this car, 
and the British Fords, Ford Motor Co. 
can, as Volkswagen does, syphon off only 
that part of the world production of its 
foreign plants needed to fill the demand 
in the U.S. market. Its foreign product 
engineering and tooling is complete, and 
plant facilities are adequate, or could be 
expanded. Also labor rates abroad are 
considerably lower. 

For these reasons it seems likely that 
the Taunus and British Ford line will be 
FoMoCo’s answer for some time to come. 

Taunus styling has a distinctly Ameri- 
can flavor, with performance that makes 
a driver feel at home in fast-flowing U.S. 
traffic on street or turnpike. The model 
assigned to us for a driving impression 
was the Model M-17 two-door deluxe 
sedan. While essentially a four-passenger 
car, this $2160 p.o.e. model will accom- 
modate five comfortably for normal driv- 
ing. Rear seat passengers probably would 
become a little rutchy on extended drives. 

This car could be described more ac- 
curately as “compact,” rather than small, 
for it has a wheelbase of 102.5 inches. It 
is powered by a competent four-cylinder, 
ohv over-square engine with a bore of 
inches and stroke of 3.02 inches, 
giving a total displacement of 103.6 cubic 
inches. This engine is rated at 67 horse- 
power at 4400 rpm and puts out 96.9 
pounds-feet of torque at 2200 rpm. 


3.31 


UNIQUE FEATURES include the door con- 
trols, which are integral with the armrest, 
rocker-type pushbutton controls for head- 
lamps, instrument lights, fog lights, and 
windshield wiper. Rocker controls have 
pictorial markers rather than printed 
names. The rear quarter windows cannot 
be lowered, but the rear of the window 
cam be extended into the slipstream to 
provide ample ventilation in the rear com- 
partment. Front windows, when lowered, 
are provided with a chrome strip which 
automatically folds over the upper edge 
of the glass, so that when you rest your 


arm on the sill it’s comfortable. Vent panes 
are provided in the front windows and 
a ventilator extends across the entire width 
of the cowl. - 
The car was equipped with the four. 
speed gearbox, synchronized in the top 
three gears. This gave us much better 
performance than Ford engineers claim for 
the same car with a three-speed gearbox 
and also slightly better gas mileage than 
is claimed for the three-speed box at high- 
er road speeds. The Taunus averaged 
around 24.6 mpg under conditions of 
rather high-speed highway driving (about 
65 mph) and a good smattering of city 
driving at normal traffic-flow speeds. 
Visibility is good front and rear. Seats 
are comfortable, and the folding armrest 
in the rear seat center adds comfort with} ” 
only two passengers aboard. The dished 
steering wheel, similar to U.S. Fords, i 
mounted lower than most steering wheels 
in American cars and is a little awkward 
until one becomes accustomed to it. The 
shift positions in first and third gears on 
the four-speed box also are a little diff- 
cult to reach, as in these positions th 
shift lever is considerably below the upperf= 
edge of the dished steering wheel. Shifting 
into third is the longest and least com- 




























fortable reach. The parking brake is log QUAR 
cated at the left of the steering colump, 
much the same as most U.S. cars. 

Clutch, brake and accelerator pedals att®gor c¢¢ 


normal in size and well located. The frotthoy| foe 
seat is adjustable forward and back ove! 
a range of 414 inches, which is ample 
The front seatback also is adjustable 
an upright or a more reclining positid 
adding to the comfort of both driver 
passengers. The windshield wiper cle 
an adequate segment of the windshield. 

Front suspension is by coil springs, af 
rear springs are semi-elliptic. For gene 
roadability on rough roads, in crosswint 
and in cornering we would rate the car! 
the very-good-to-excellent category. Steet 
ing requires little effort and has a positi 
feel that builds confidence. 

Performance-wise the Taunus did 0 
50 in 11.5 and 0 to 60 in 20.3. It begit 
to run out of torque in third speed 
about 52 to 53 mph. However, in climbi 
from 50 to 70 mph the Taunus requi 
only 12.5 seconds 







DETAUNUS 
SMALL CAR? 
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e four 
the top <eia 
| better 
aim fer INTERIOR LAYOUT of Taunus shows front seat 
gearbox adjustment, unique front suspension, heater 
ge than and defroster airflow, flat luggage floor. 
at high 
veraged 
ions of 
( about PERFORMANCE 
of city ACCELERATION CRUISING SPEED 
d From Standing Start 65-70 mph 
eds. 0-50 mph 11.5 TOP SPEED 
. fing Seg _— 
LPs 2 

armen 3rd gear 4th gear jn oo 
rt with bef 8.8 16.1 24.6 mpg for 3 4 mi'es 
dished 50-78 12.5 14.4 - 
ords, is SPECIFICATIONS 
wheels ENGINE: 4-cyl. ohv. Bore 3.31 in. Stroke 3.02 in. Stroke/bore ratio 91:1. Com- 
wk ward pression ratio 7.1:1. Displacement 103.6 cu. in. Develops 67 bhp @ 4400 rpm. 
ie. The Torque 96.9 ibs.-ft. @ 2200 rpm. 
it. TRANSMISSION: Dry single disc clutch. Column shift. 3 forward speeds, al 
ears on synchromesh; 4-speed with overdrive or Saxomat optional. Gear ratios 1.98:1, 
le diff. 1.33:1, 1:1. Rear axle ratie 3.9:1. 

CHASSIS: Front suspension—coil springs with hydraulic, double-acting shocks 
ons the torsion bar stabilizer. Rear—semi-elliptic spriags, shocks, stabilizer bar. 5.96 
e upper x 13 tires. Hydraulic 4-wheel brakes, two leading shoe in front. Worm and 
Se ' roller steering with 15.8:1 ratio, 37.7-ft. turning circle. 
shi fing capoped Se re so a DIMENSIONS: Wheelbase 102.5 in., overall length 172.2, overall height 59.1, 
t COM: everall width 65.7, ground clearance 6.7. Weight 2260 ibs. 
» is lo QUARTER WINDOWS HINGE OUTWARD FOR VENTILATION PRICE (port of entry): $2168. 
-olumn, 


Jals atthoor CONTROL LATCH, built into front of armrest, is LOW STEERING WHEEL favors shorter drivers. Rocker- 
1¢ frOMlbovel feature. Door panel pockets offer handy storage. type buttons (white row under dash) work lights, wipers. 
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A CARTOON FEATURE 
by CARL KOHLER 


IF YOUR NAME WERE Carl Kohler and your knowledge 
of automotive repair could be stuffed into a nutshell 
(and leave room for a symphony of hollow echoes), 
then it's not unlikely you would -have encountered 
the gentlemen pictured here in your travels from 
shop fo shop... 


INGRATE . . . Has been known to actually, deliberately 
turn away would-be customers. His dependable work plus 
a@ magnificent location (and sane prices) have made his 
shop a madhouse of behind-schedule repair jobs. Often 
says he wishes he were back pumping gas and repairing 
radiators on the side, and he means it. 





SNOB . Usually found in ulfra- ultra service garages 
Has very definite standards regarding precisely what kind 
of vehicles his organization will repair. Prides himself 
upon the fact that only once, during his career to date 
he was home and unawares), did a secondhand car enjoy 
mechanical attention in his shop 


TUNE-UP-SMITH . . . Fondly believes he can accurately 
determine the mechanical difficulty by listening to the 
motor’s pitch and tonal variances. Often expounds intri- 
cate and utterly fascinating theories concerning sonics 
and their qualities in mechanics. Tunes pianos in his 
spare time. 


O roe 


reliable and 
a highly skilled craftsman, he has been repairing cars 
for more years than most of his customers have driven 
cars. Cantankerously insists that the Ford Model A will 
return again. Is politely casual about the advanced im- 
provements in modern vehicles 


TECHNICIAN, SENIOR-GRADE Honest, 





UNFROCKED PARTS-SALESMAN . . . Obsessed by a sin- 
cere desire to put the very best components into the 
engines he repairs. His disregard for realistic evaluation 
of his customer's budget often results in near-bank’uptcy 
for the less fortunate members of his clientele. Has a 
fantastic knowledge of every automotive accessory and 
part manufactured since 1903. 





WHIZ-BANG . . . Exhibits a skilled tendency to regard 
a stock engine as no engine at all. Persuasively lectures 
on the desirability of having a hot motor beneath the 
hood. Eschews the “‘Leisurely Sunday Drive,’’ heartily be- 
rates clients who cravenly decline excessive horsepower 
just beneath their footpedai 
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NOVICE . . . Very nervous, very anxious to please. Often 
discourages potential clients with his tactless, utterly- 
truthful admissions regarding his own motor diagnoses. 
Chronically drops tools at the wrong moment, giving a 
false impression of lack of skill. Time (and a thriving 
garage business) will smooth him out beyond recognition 


CUTPURSE . . . Essentially, a conman in coveralls. Noto 
riously preys upon trusting motorists who innocently 
accept his untruthful diagnoses of their vehicles’ needs. 
Unwholesomely delights in his customers’ naive ignorance 
of the combustion engine. His goal in life: to sell @ 
rebuilt motor to a man whose carburetor needs minor 
ad usting 
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| In this month's “Memo From the Editor,’ we told you 
what we have in store for you in future issues. 
3 Would you like a chance fo tell us what YOU think 
we should publish? 
SUR V/ ES Y Well . . . here is your chance. Just take a few 
F a minutes fo fill in the blanks in answer to our 
Ff questions, and you'll be doing your bit to determine 
Re 1 what will appear in future issues. 
3 And, if you'd like to see what your fellow readers 
i i have asked for, fill in your name and address at the 
i f bottom of the questionnaire and we'll send you a 
ZN copy of the tabulation. 
a i 
e and 
y cars 1) What three articles in this issue were of the most interest a 1) 
ores to you? 
A will _— 
dim i 
2) Do you read MOTOR TREND regularly? i 2) Yes) No [] 
3) If not, what made you buy this issue? 3 3) Cover [] One particular story [] 
Which one? - 
4) How long have you been reading MOTOR TREND? ; 4) First time [] Up to one yeor []_ 1-2 years [) Over 2 years [] 
5) Do other people read your copy of MOTOR TREND? i 5) Yes [] How many? [] No [] 
6) Of the following articles and subjects, check mark those i 6) 
which you like or would like to see more coverage on. 
If you leave the space blank, we will assume that you $ 
de not like the subject. 
@. News étories a. Detroit cars? [) Imports? [] Local [] 
General nature? [} Products? [] 
b. Driving impressions b. Detroit cars? [] Imports? [(] Other? () 
a sin- 
o the © Road tests t c. Detroit cars? [[] Imports? [[] Done singly? [] Compared? [] 
uation , 
-uptey d. Survey articles (“Best Buys’’) d. Often? [) Occasionally? [] 
a e. Expose’-type articles i e. Often? [] Occasionally? [] 
f. Conjectural articles and drawings f. Regularly? (9 Occasionally? [) 
g. Personalities 1 g. Drivers? (] Mechanics? [_] Engineers? [] Stylists? [ 
& Custom cors h. Pictorial? [] “How to do its’? (J 
& Classic cars i i. Pictorial? [] Features? [_] 
j. Automotive events j- Round-up news? [7] Photos only? [7] Drag races? [] 
4 Road races? [] Quarter midgets? [_] Stock car races? [[] 
kk. Technical articles k. Informative-type [] Short? [] “How to do its’? [] 
1. New product tests t I. Performance improvers? [] Gas savers? [] 
7) Are there other articles not now in MOTOR TREND you i 7) - - a 
would like to see? What kind? wees. 
8) Do you have any other suggestions, comments, or criti- i 8) i eater ced eae 
cisms, such cs longer articles, more photos, shorter Ln Se a 
7q articles, travel articles, fiction? i 
y 
9) Incidentally, what kind of car do you drive? Model? : Year? 
Noto 
—_ Please fear out at the dotted line and mail fo the = Rf ens 
oy Editor, MOTOR TREND, 5959 Hollywood Boulevard, § AMM = | ADDRESS one ceec ccs eee ene nneeneecnnn 
minor 2 j 
Hollywood 28, California. mma ek Qe iy 
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What's Your Questi 


“What's being done abou 
systems to stop today’s big 


$"< MAN FIRST DEVELOPED a wheeled 
vehicle that would go, he has been faced 
with another problem—how to stop. Simply 
dragging his feet or shouting “Whoa!” has 
no effect on an automobile. 

Following the article “Give Us a Brake, 
Detroit” (MT May '58), letters from many 
readers have been brake questions, and often 
answers. They range from “Why don’t they 

.. 2", “They should have .. .” or “They're 
trying to steal my ideas!” to an occasional 
idea or two with a practical side. 

Just about every idea in braking—from 
the multi-disc clutch type to an axle-driven 
paddle wheel turning in an oil reservoir— 
has been either patented, applied for, or 
tested. Many are practical but far too costly 
for automotive production. Some are just 
plain zany (remember, to obtain a patent, 
the device does not have to work), but the 
thinkers and dreamers never stop trying, 
which may some day put our solutions ahead 
of our problems. In the past, by the time 
an adequate brake was developed for a 
problem speed and/or load, the speed and 
load had gone beyond the ability of the brake. 


ONE INTERESTING LETTER and drawing from 
Emmett G. Morrison of Elgin, Ill. proposes 
a combination shoe and disc-type brake. 
Morrison suggests the possibility of combin- 
ing the outward thrust of conventional shoes 
and the side thrust of a disc (energized by 
the same hydraulic piston) as an effective 
way to increase the braking area in small 
brake drums. The design looks as though 
it might be compatible with existing tooling 
but would need cooling improvement. 
Kenneth Miller of Pennsburg, Pa. has 
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ling, interior trim, air 
ccessories and comfort 
have been th merchandising appeals. 
These have ke engineering pretty 
much in the background. Heavier cars and 
higher spee js are P¥gcing the manufacturer 
to bring o: ts that have accumu- 
lated in h& and testing labora- 
tories, and\to emphagze better braking by 


IN RECENT Y 
conditioning, 


Realizing the higher loads that existing 
brakes must handle, and anticipating future 
demands that new brake designs might have 
to meet, the Society of Automotive Engi- 
neers have increased the boiling point speci- 
fication of heavy-duty brake fluid to 300° F. 
They have also been influential in getting 
some states to make substandard fluids illegal, 
but have a long way to go—35 states still 
have no law regulating fluid standards. Ten 
per cent of the 10.5 million gallons of brake 
fluid produced in the U.S. last year did not 
meet SAE or government specifications. 

All new automobiles leaving American 
factories this year will contain the new 
heavy-duty specification fluid. Just be careful 
about adding to your hydraulic system, as 
a small amount of sub-standard-type fluid 
can lower its boiling point as much as 80°. 

One significant brake announcement came 


early this year from Moraine Products, a 
division of General Motors, who released 
the results of extensive tests of an all-metal 
brake shoe (MT Sept. '58). These brake 
shoes are currently in production and will 
make their appearance on some °59 cars. 
Buick for 1959 has improved the method 
of bonding the special steel liner to their 
finned aluminum drum, improving heat dis- 
sipation and providing more stops without 
fading on a brake that seems adequate. 
Across the Atlantic, Dunlop of England has 
developed an automotive application for a 
“differential” braking device called Maxaret. 
Used successfully on aircraft since 1952, it 
allows the maximum braking on any given 
road surface that the tires will stand without 
locking wheels and starting a skid. A small 
flywheel, driven by the revolving drum or 
disc, controls the action of a hydraulic valve. 
As long as the flywheel is driven, it holds the 
valve closed. If the brake should lock the 
wheel due to slick surface, even for a fraction 
of a second, the flywheel causes the control 
valve to open, relieving pressure on the 
actuating piston, and allowing the tire to 
regain rolling traction. Tests were conducted 
with caliper-type disc brakes and a servo 
system. Maxaret could be adapted to any 
type of drum brake but can be used only 
with servo supply as the control valve re- 
lieves hydraulic pressure by returning fluid 
to the main tank. With the trend toward 
central hydraulic pumps and reservoirs for 
power accessories, this poses no problem. 


YESTERDAY’S BRAKES on today’s cars have 
reached the limit of their effectiveness. Who 
would have been able to guess that in a few 
short years the American buying public 
would demand and buy several tons of high- 
powered automobile that requires 450 horse- 
power to stop?—a dangerous situation with 
brakes for half that weight and power. 
The above ideas from both private de- 
signers and established brake manufacturers 
are just a few of the possibilities toward put- 
ting tomorrow's brakes on today’s cars. /MT 








ints 


by Rodger Darling 


GUTTERS, GROOVES, GASKETS—Be sure to 
clean the trunk’s gutter (inside) and grooves 
and gasket (outside) of vacation-time’s ac- 
cumulation of dust and dirt so that rain won't 
get caught in crevices, leak in, and collect in 
rust-causing dampness. While you're at it, 
squirt a little oil along the welting of any 
fender or body seams, wiping off the surplus. 
This seals rust out of chrome or metal insert 
strips and keeps fabric welt “alive,” prevent- 
ing hard-to-locate body squeaks. 
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LOOKING FOR LEAK?—Water leaks in your 
car's cowl, windshield, trunk, etc., are hard 
to find because the water may travel far from 
where it enters to where it actually drips. You 
can pinpoint elusive leaks with a garden hose 
(nozzle removed and water flowing about two 
inches to simulate rainfall). Start spraying 
suspected area from the bottom and work 
slowly up, checking car interior often to dis- 
cover when spray has hit the leak. To double- 
check—and if you look for leaks when entire 
car is wet with rain—drip tinted water 
(vegetable coloring) on the suspected leak, 
always working slowly up. If color comes 
through, you've located the leak. 


PREVENT “PULL-OVER”’—When cleaning your 
oilbath air cleaner (which we hope you 
do, regularly) there’s no need to oil the 
filter element after it has been washed in 
solvent and dried. Doing so will drain that 
much more oil into a possibly over-filled oil 
reservoir. Too much (also too light) oil, to- 
gether with dirt it has collected, will be 
“pulled over” by the suction of your high- 
powered pistons into the carburetor where 
it can cause gumming and engine problems. 


PREVENT VAPOR LOCK—If your car doesn't 
have heat-deflector shields (or if they have 
broken or been left off after service), you can 
rig some out of scrap sheet metal as shown, 
securing them to a handy engine bolt. “A” 
keeps heat trom carburetor, while “B” pro- 





tects fuel pump. The idea is to deflect vapor 
lock-causing heat that radiates from exhaust 
manifold, while allowing free flow of cooling 
air from fan. Wrapping gas line with Fiber- 
glas or asbestos tape (“C”) helps keep fuel 
from vaporizing. 
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gn «The Spray’s 


ia? 


Pee the Thing 


1 UNLIMITED VARIETY of aerosol-packaged products can cut down 
time spent tinkering and touching up on your car. The spray- 
on principle eliminates tedious mixing, pouring, brush application, 
spilled containers and messy clean-up. Fingertip-handy paints, rust 





5b eh iss * ay “ws a < . and grease solvents, plastic protective coatings, ignition sprays, 

foam-type upholstery cleaners and deodorant sprays—even glove- 
RUST SOLVENT is ideal for freeing frozen or rust-seized compartment-size fire extinguishers—are now available. There seems 
bolts and screws, as on license plates, muffler clamps. to be a spray for almost every purpose—how many have you tried? 


—V. Lee Oertle 





SPRAY PAINTS can match almost any color. Sand lightly, FOAM CLEANER works magic at touch of button. Dampen 
clean with thinner, let dry, then spray on thin layers. seat upholstery slightly, rub briskly to remove stains. 





WATERPROOFING electrical components and wiring is ANTI-CORROSION spray provides protective covering on 
~easy. Clear acrylic plastic spray gives chrome protection. battery terminals, ground cable, and entire metal case. 
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TRENDS in 


New Products 





(Information below 1s based on mews re- 
leases from the manufacturer or distributor. 
MOTOR TREND has not tested any of the 
specific products listed, and therefore does 
not necessarily endorse them. Tested items 
are featured in our Product Use Tests.) 


COMPLETE PROTECTION for the rear of 
Triumph sportscars with a bumper designed 
by Baker World Wide Auto Parts Co. reduces 
those annoying and expensive body repairs. 
Baker designs and builds grille and bumper 
guards for every imported car and some 
domestic sportscars. Only heavy-gauge steel 





tubing and high quality chrome plating are 
used in their products. The new Triumph 
bumper gives wrap-around protection without 
obstructing stop or tail lights or access to the 
spare tire compartment. It is available at $75 
from Baker's factory at 1073 Hempstead 
Turnpike, Franklin Square, New York 


HOT DOGS, the delight of children and adults 
alike, can now be cooked quickly and easily 
while driving, with the Car-B-Cue. Small 
enough to rest on the open glove compart- 
ment door, it plugs into the cigarette lighter 
and cooks two hot dogs at a time and warms 
the buns in about four minutes. The unit is 





easily cleaned by wiping with a paper towel 
and operates on six or 12 volts. Car-B-Cue 
carries a 90-day guarantee and is available 
from Don E. Bailey & Associates, 5950 S. 


4 


Normandie Ave., Los Angeles 44, 
postpaid. 


for $7.98 


“DON’T STOP, just send help” is the theme 
of the Motorist’s Good Samaritan League. 
Founded by Morton Hague, vice president 
of Henri Hurst and McDonald, Inc., adver- 
tising agency, the league is being organized 
to promote better highway safety and help 
motorists to help each other. 


74 MOTOR TREND/OCTOBER 1958 


Life membership in the non-profit organi- 
zation is $2 and includes an embossed 
membership seal, an instruction booklet on 
how to deal with highway emergencies and a 
17-inch-square luminous “Please Send Help” 
flag in a tubular case. 

The hazards of signaling for help or stop- 
ping to aid a motorist in distress are elimi- 
nated with the plan developed by the league. 
Passing motorists, on seeing the flag, acknowl- 
edge by blowing their horn or dipping 
headlights, and then proceed on to the nearest 
service or highway patrol station and report 
the location of the car in distress. 

For membership or further information 
write to Morton Hague, Managing Director, 
Good Samaritan League, 221 N. LaSalle St., 
Chicago 1, Ill. 


THE SURREY, a 1958 version of a 1903 auto- 
mobile, is in limited production by the E. W. 
Bliss Co. of Canton, Ohio. Complete with 
tiller steering handle, brass headlights, bulb 
horn and wooden artillery wheels, this replica 
of a horseless carriage is propelled by a 4.8- 
horsepower, air-cooled engine. The transmis- 
sion provides two speeds forward and one 
reverse and drives the rear axle through a 
chain. Sealbeam headlights, turn indicators, 
Goodyear Stud tires and adequate brakes 
bring the Surrey within the safety regulations 
of most states, according to the distributor. 

Designed for advertising purposes, parades, 
delivery units, and college campus use, it has 
a top speed of 35 miles per hour and will 
give up to 65 miles on a gallon of gasoline. 





Dyer Products Co., 514 Second St., S.W., 
Canton, Ohio, exclusive sales agency for 
Surrey, quote a list price of $1095 and are 
offering a knocked-down assemble-it-yourself 
kit for $895. Extra-cost options include a 
rear seat, car cover and a top, with fringe. 


SPORTSCAR ENTHUSIASTS, engineers and busi- 
nessmen can solve basic math and conversion 
problems easily with this circular pocket-size 
alculatcr. Unbreakable and easy to read, one 
{-viles. multiplies, taxes proportions and 
side carries conver- 


square io ft ime reverse 








sion tables for metric, horsepower, kilowatt, 
and area computing. All the advantages of a 
15-inch slide rule are offered for $1, postpaid, 
from Bruce Bolind, Montrose 102, Calif. 


SPLIT-SECOND TIMING at a reasonable price is 
available in the handsome Sheffield Deluxe 
chronograph imported from Switzerland by 
The Nassau Co., 200 W. 34th St., New 
York 1. An anti-magnetic, shock- and water- 
resistant case in tarnish-proof gold finish 
houses a seven-jewel movement. Three-button 
control—start, stop and reset—activates the 





hairline timing hand, and the dial is cali- 
brated to 15-second divisions. A handy timer 
for checking your favorite driver at racing 
events or clocking intervals in seconds up tc 
45 minutes for rallies. The price of $17.95 
includes taxes, postage and a choice of 
luminous black or white face. 


ANODIZED ALUMINUM tags, the size of a 
calling card and punched to fit a key chain, 
are the newest driver's licenses in use in 
South Carolina. The thin, long-lasting tags 
are printed on photo-sensitive aluminum 
from a copy negative of the original license 
application and carry all the pertinent in- 
formation and signature of the licensee in 
legible form. While it’s thin enough to carry 
in purse or wallet, South Carolina traffic 
officers are hoping drivers will take advantage 
ot the key chain hole and carry the tag on 


he same ring as their car keys, leaving little 
excuse for the too familiar phrase, “I left 
my license at home.” Looks like a good 
solution to the frayed and tattered piece of 
paper buried in a wallet or left on the 
bureau. 
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SPOTLIGHT 
ON DETROIT 


continued from page 13 


dorf Astoria Hotel (Oct. 16-22), then 
move to Boston for nine days, starting 
Nov. 8. This fifth annual showing (it 
was skipped in "57 when there was an 
industry-wide show) will have as its 
theme “Imagination in Motion.” Spec- 
tacular settings and entertainment at- 
tractions are planned. Almost eight 
million persons have attended past 


Motoramas. 

















SWITCH 








“CITY” OR “HI-WAY” POSITION 


MIRROR-MATIC ELECTRONIC REAR VIEW MIRROR 








SELF-TILTING REAR VIEW MIRROR removes glare from driver's eyes when 
bright lights of car behind activate the electronic circuit in mirror case. 








Whatever happened to... the TUCKER? 


heme AUTOMOBILES, the cars that at- 
tracted multitudes of sightseers, would-be 
buyers and court cases, have been laid to 
rest as a collector's item in a Florida garage. 

Their custodian-owner is N. R. (Nick) 
Jenin, of Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., a former race 
car driver, who began buying up Tuckers in 
1952. Since then he has acquired nine of 
the 17 engine-equipped Tuckers he knows to 
be in existence. Some he purchased from in- 
dividuals. Two he bought from a St. Louis 
finance company; several were obtained at 
auction. He has paid as much as $4000 for 
one and been offered $6500 for another. 

“The fellow who made the top offer told 
me he wanted a car no-one else could du- 
plicate,” Jenin said: “He said he was tired 
of driving a car like everybody else's. He 
wanted something different.” 

Jenin’s Tucker is not only different—it's 
revolutionary. When the first model was un- 
veiled some 11 years ago, it was heralded as 
the car of tomorrow. Its unconventional lines, 
cyclops headlight, and rear engine stirred the 
imagination of American motorists. During 
the first 29 days the car was on display the 
Tucker firm claimed they received 322,000 
orders. But the sales bonanza was short-lived. 

Debtors, creditors and the Security Ex- 
change Commission moved in on the infant 
company, and its much-publicized president, 
Preston Tucker, was taken to court on 31 
counts. For four months Tucker battled for 
the survival of his firm. In the end he was 
unanimously acquitted. However, time and 
money had run out on the Tucker Corp. The 
firm was placed in the hands of receivers, its 
Chicago plant shut down, and its equipment 


sold at auction for $156,000—18 per cent 
of the original cost. 

Jenin has always admired the Tucker's 
rear engine placement and safety features, 
such as the pop-out windshield, padded dash, 
and single headlight that turned with the 
steering wheel and followed curves in a 
winding road. 


mobile,’ Jenin said. “In fact, I've had less 
mechanical trouble with them than with my 
up-to-date high-priced car. 

What about fuel consumption? Not long 
ago he drove one of his automotive collec- 
tor’s items to Texas. He said he averaged 26 
miles to the gallon on the highway. 

“You might say I’m sold on Tuckers,” 





TUCKER-TAKER Nick Jenin poses with part of his nine-Tucker collection. 


And what about performance’ Eleven 
years ago the Tucker attained a speed of 153 
miles per hour at the Indianapolis Speedway 
and delivered 25 miles per gallon at 45 mph. 
In 1957 Jenin drove one of his Tuckers to 
the Sebring races for a test run. The late 
Marquis de Portago took the wheel and 
pushed the decade-old car up to 132 mph on 
the back stretch. After that, Jenin was con- 
vinced his Tuckers were a fine investment. 

“My Tuckers run almost like a new auto- 


Jenin explained. “J think they're fine auto- 
mobiles. If I didn’t I sure wouldn't be buy- 
ing them.” 

The days when the Tucker firm was sup- 
posed to reap millions has long since passed. 
Now only Jenin stands to make money on 
the once “fabulous” Tuckers. The older his 
collection gets, the more valuable it becomes. 
And someday he hopes to market. all nine 
Tuckers to a sightseeing attraction at a hand- 
some sum. —Anne Kolb 
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Famous HEDMAN HEDDERS 
Available at 


NEW LOW PRICES 


Due to the tremendous demand for 
products, we have had to increase produc- 
tion, which enables us to do the opposite 





our 


of all other manufacturers—LOWER OUR 

PRICES! Now available for Ford, Mercury, 

Plymouth, Chevy, T-Bird and Corvette. 

Send for NEW PRICES, or 
SEE YOUR DEALER TODAY 





ER ec SN RTT nN 
ENGLISH FORD PARTS 


@ We have the largest stock of parts for 
English-built Fords in the United States 
covering all models—Anglia, Perfect, 
Thames, Consul, Zephyr and Zodiac. 


@ Orders shipped same day received. 

Ask for part needed by year and make. 

wire or phone John Fisher, 
WEbster 3-5911 


HOLMES TUTTLE FORD 
7122 Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 36, Calif. 


@ Write, 














REUPHOLSTER with a BRUSH! 


Renew dull, faded, worn | 
leather or viny! plastic up- | 
holstery. Car, plane or boat 
seats, headliners, sidepan 
eis will look new in any 
color. Redesign, customize 
new or used interiors You 


can change color too! easi 
ly applied brush or spray 


RamCote Flexible Finishes 


A 





impregnates 
leather or viny! plastic up- 


(not a paint) 
helstery. Won't chip of 
pee!. Fadeproof, waterproof 
Use on home & lawn furni- 
ture. Write for free informa- Fi pr ae | S m . s 
tion, color chart, and deaier Restores — 

location. Protec 


RAMCOTE, 1141 W. 69th St. ae 
Chicago 21, Ill., Dept. MT-10 phones ie 


ts leo 
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PROVEN IN OVER A 
BILLION MILES OF USE! 
Warn Hubs free-wheel 4 
w.ds. in 2 w.d. for savings 
in gear wear, tires, gas, 
plus more pep, speed and 
handling ease. Either 
model—automatic Lock- 
O-Matics or manual 
Warn Locking Hubs will 
save you money. Models 
for all 4 w.ds. to 114 tons. 
WARN MFG. CO.., Inc. 


Riverton Box 6064-F10 
Seattle 88, Washington 


REMOVABLE PLASTIC 
REINFORCED HARDTOPS 
FOR SPORTS CARS 


W rite for free brochure and price lists 
PLASTICON, INC. 


9721 KLINGERMAN STREET 
EL MONTE, CALIF. 































RESORT E 


PAYS BIG! SEND 
TRATED CATALOG 
making substantial incomes. Stent and run your 
own business quickly. Men, women of all ages, 
learn easily. Course covers Sales, Property 
Management, Appraising, Loans, Mortgages, and 
related ~~. ~~ STUDY AT HOME or in class- 
reoms in ing cities. + award 
Write TODAY for free No oblization. 

pproved for World War Il and Korean V 
WEAVER SCHOOL OF REAL ayy aan 1936) 

2024 3 Grand Ave., Kansas City, M 


FoR a sia, 
Now! raduates report 





PRODUCT 





Solar-Volt Rotor employs 
principle of ionization 


~~ OF SPARK PLUGS and fuel mix- 
ture to make combustion more complete 
is the claim of the Solar-Volt Co. for their 
distributor rotor. Made to replace rotors in 
all standard ignition systems, the Solar-Volt 
employs an etched circuit on an insulated 
disc to disperse coil voltage radiation to the 
spark plugs. 

The manufacture: employs some compli- 
cated electronic terms to explain the function 
of his device, but boiled down to the terms 
a layman would understand, the theory is this: 
High voltage, such as supplied by an auto- 
motive coil, has a tendency to travel around 
and along a conductor (wire) as well as 
through it. Despite good insulation, there is 
electrical “excitement” or radiation around 
conductors. Solar-Volt's circuit bleeds off this 
radiation through controlled paths and directs 
it to the spark plugs, giving them a head 





This 


start before their real ignition occurs. 
current is not sufficient to cause the plug to 
fire but overcomes some of the electrical 
resistance inherent in the plug. The manu- 
facturer also claims that this ionizes the fuel 

air mixture before combustion and increases 
power by exploding more of the charge when 
the plug fires. 

In lieu of taking up residence inside a 
combustion chamber or becoming an elec- 
tronics engineer, MOTOR TREND installed 
Solar-Volt units on several test cars and pro- 
ceeded to keep gas mileage records and make 
performance and spark plug tests. A 1957 
six-cylinder Chevrolet, that had never been 
tuned in 19,600 miles, was giving 19 miles 
to the gallon and missing under load. After 
a Solar-Volt replaced the original rotor, mile- 
age increased to 21.6 miles per gallon and 
the car climbed hills without protest. The 
spark plugs looked the same before and 
after the test despite the fact that they should 
have been replaced long ago. 

The high compression engine in a slightly 
modified 1952 Mercury showed no change 
in performance, mileage or carbon deposits 
on plugs after three weeks of combined city 
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and highway driving, and a 1955 Buick that {ther 
had been using the ionizing rotor for over a spark 
month showed no mileage or performance | Plug 
improvement. y= 
The ionizing theory is sound. We see possi 
examples of its use daily, in our TV sets | De 
and luminous tubes that light our offices and that t 
MOTC 


homes. How it applies to automotive use in 
actual practice is a matter of condition. Vari- 
ation in coil output, condition of wiring, 
atmospheric conditions and spark plugs all 
affect the paths and intensity of “stray” 
electrons. 

The Solar-Volt is beautifully made, the 
photo-chemical etched circuit is neatly done, 
and it fits the distributor shaft well. It is 
manufactured by the Solar-Volt Co., Inc, 
South Bend 14, Ind., and prices vary from 
$7.95 to $9.95, depending on the model. 
The company will supply a price list on re 
quest. 
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operate erratically in test 


_— FROM READERS have indicated that 
a nation-wide mail order campaign to sell 
spark plugs (oops! pardon us—"fuel ig- 
niters”) had aroused their curiosity to a 
point where a MOTOR TREND use test was if 
order. We filled out the coupon, requested 
a matched set of eight igniters and enclosed 
$11.92 for a set of Lectra Spark Fuel Igniters. 

Upon opening the package we found that 
the articles looked a lot like ordinary spark 
plugs, despite the fact that the literature 
made a point of calling them “fuel igniters.” 

Visual examination of the business end 
of the igniters showed a great variation if 
the spacing between the center electrode a 
the outer or ground contacts. The gap be: 
tween the insulator and the outer rim alsa 
varied a great deal—wide on some plugh 
almost touching on others. Photomicrographt 
ot the electrodes graphically revealed this gap 













variance, which is bound to affect spark 

characteristics. ju: 
Before discarding the ‘old-fashioned, Hickm: 

temporary, inefficient’ plugs in our test cat 


forever, we wanted to take a look at a spark 
that “fires on the surface of an electrical 










conductor” and “will not blow out at high Pra : 
compressions.” Some very interesting pyfo fessi 
technics occurred under the compression of | tely o 
a standard spark plug testing machine. At 60 P bystan 
pounds pressure, two out of a set of eight » Paty 
plugs sparked on all four possible spathf.~ "8 
gaps, with the hottest consistently jumping oe 2, 
across the shortest path created by the of ortlan 
center electrode. Two others of our set fired 7 b 


only on three paths, and again the hottest 


fring was along the shortest gap. The re- 
maining four fired only intermittently on 
the other contacts, the main spark firing again 
on the short path. 

Raising the pressure to 125 pounds, which 
is in the ‘‘good” range of the testing machine, 
every one of our test plugs sparked erratically. 



















Occasional firing would occur along the 
ick thar {other gaps but the most frequent and hottest 
over a | spark was along the shortest path. When the 
‘rmance |Plug failed to fire on the short gap, there 

was no other firing across any of the other 
We ss possible spark paths. 
rV som Despite the claims of the manufacturer 
ces anil that these are not spark plugs, their action in 
use in jMOTOR TREND’S test car was exactly as the 
n. Vari- 
wiring, 
lugs all 

“stray” 
de, the 
y done, 


1. It is 
»., Ince 
ry from 
model. 


; ON fe 









MREGULAR gapping of the electrodes 
seems to affect sparking operation. 








ig tester indicated it would be—hard start- 
ing, rough idling and frequent missing at 
average cruising speeds. At high rpm or 
under pulling loads, the fuel mixture was 
. just not firing. Further tests on a milder 
compression ratio, four-cylinder import were 
j a little better. Hard starting and detonation 
were prevalent with a cold engine, but once 
warmed up it ran smoothly without missing. 
Idle was rough and ‘no amount of tuning 
could smooth it out at or near the manu- 
facturer’s recommended idle speed. 

Lectra Spark Fuel Igniters are available 
by mail only from Sterling Artco, Inc., 147 
E. 69th St., New York 21. Priced at $8.94 
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for a set of six, $11.92 for eight, or $1.49 
singly, they are sold with a money-back or 
teplacement guarantee and an insurance policy 
signed by the company’s president. 



















PRODUCT 
USE TEST 





se Hickman Remote Circuit Control 


test i kan serve as “third hand” 


a spark 
lectrical | msg “D0.1T-YOURSELFER”—or even a pro- 
at high ; : 

fessional mechanic—have you ever had 
1g pyro 


0 rely on your wife, a next door neighbor 


ssion of ; ; 
ot bystander for assistance in turning over 
e. At 6 ; ; : : 
of eight’ engine or holding a flashlight while 
checking out various components of an en- 
e spat}. 8 Pe : 










gine or chassis? The H. H. Hickman Co. 
jumping of Portland, Ore. has come up with a revolu- 
tionary tool that will eliminate this need 
for an outside hand. 














continued on page 78 | 


TREND 
BOOKS 


ASTRONOMY FOR EVERYBODY 

The story of the sky told in easy-to-understand language. 
All the wonders of the celestial world are described 

and explained in this fascinating text. You'll read how 
famous astronomers have made this exciting science what it 
is today; you'll learn about the sun, eclipses, the earth, 
moon, stars, comets, light, the planets, satellites. The 
author discusses the varying positions of the constellations, 
the orbits and aspects of the solar bodies. Astronomy 
enthusiasts will glean much valuable instruction from this 
book—the layman will be both informed and entertained. 


a 





addition to any collector's library. 


Funny 
I» 
ARCHERY HANDBOOK 


Hits the bullseye with exciting information on every phase 
of archery. You'll read about the fundamentals first: 

how to select equipment, making bows and arrows, etc. Then 
you'll move on to such advanced aspects of the sport as 
field archery, target archery, shooting with a sight. 

What’s more, the special bowhunting section gives you the 
complete picture on hunting with the bow and arrow, 

tells how to track a deer, also offers imstruction on bow- 
fishing. "7 book contains plenty of action shots, plus advice 
from champions like Jay Peake, Mrs. Merle Wimer, 

0.K. Smathers. Tops for ‘archery enthusiasts. 


FIGHTING HANDGUNS 

Covers a wealth of weapons past and present. It traces the 
evolution of hand guns from the early muzzie loaders through 
the Colts, double-action revolvers, autoloading pocket 

and combat pistols to the machine pistol of today. Here are 
the guns whose names have made history, and the legends 
their bullets have written in blood: the deadly Peacemaker, 





FOR 
HOBBY-MINDED 
MEN! 


the 1898 ‘“‘broom-handie’’ Mauser, Derringer; the era of 

the Western Gunfighter, 19th Century gun duels. 

Of particular interest is the comparison between the weapons 
of yesteryear and those of modern times. An invaluable 


ARCHER} 


CERAMICS AND MOSAICS 


Two of America’s favorite hobbies are covered in full in this 
informative manual. The ceramics section explains press, 
coil, slab and casting techniques; succeeding chapters deal 
with texture and two-dimensional decorating; then, layout and 
equipment are thoroughly discussed, as is mold mak 

for both clay and plaster casting. In the mosaics portion of 
the book, you'll learn about the Ls hy glass used; how to 


do-it-yourself projects on making 
etc. A great ‘“‘double feature” for ho! 


NEW IDEAS IN 


RAILROAD MODELING 


This idea! book for model railroad hobbyists tells you 
how to create and operate your own models. Newcomers 
to this fast-growing field will find all the basic 
information they need on model locomotives, passenger 
cars, proper scenery, including stations, landscapes, 

etc. You'll find a comprehensive list of manufacturers 
selling ready-made kits. The chapter entitled ‘‘Movies are 
Better than Ever” describes function of models 

in the film industry. 


onLy 75° av your NEWSSTAND Now! 


(Or mail this handy coupon) 


- 





r 
| 





TREND BOOKS, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
I am enclosing $ @ 85¢ each (to cover postage, etc.) 
Please send me the 
following books: 


NAME__ : = ae = a 
ADDRESS___ ee eee 


[] ASTRONOMY FOR EVERYBODY 
[] FIGHTING HANDGUNS 


(CO NEW IDEAS IN RAILROAD MODELING 
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() ARCHERY HANDBOOK 
_] CERAMICS & MOSAICS 
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ON SALE NOW! 
the FALL EDITION of 


SPORTSCAR 
QUARTERLY 


~ m 
Seal te 





featuring: 
* THE TRUE STORY OF 
THE CORVETTES 
* GRAND PRIX GUESSING GAME 
* THE MAN BEHIND THE SCARAB 
* FERRARI PIT STRATEGY 


1958 PRO 
FOOTBALL 


* LAYNE AND ROTE 
DETROIT’S 1-2 PUNCH! 


* BROWN OF THE BROWNS! 


* THERE’S GOLD IN THEM THAR 
49ERS! 


* UNITAS OF BALTIMORE! 
* NEW YORK PLANS GIANT- 
SIZED COMEBACK! 
eee 
50¢ each at all newsstands! 


PETERSEN 
PUBLISHING CO. 
5959 Hollywood Bivd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Or send 60¢ 
(to cover 


postage, etc.) to: 
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PRODUCT 


continued from page 77 


Called the Remote Circuit Control, the 
unit is tubular in ‘shape with neoprene 
mounts on each end; included are three 514- 
foot-long cable leads with metal clips and 
rubber shields. A self-contained fuse element 





protects against accidental short-circuiting. 
Actually 11 tools in one, it is a sturdy but 
lightweight instrument, easily connected. 

To test the unit we chose a ‘57 T-Bird 
because it has a somewhat cramped engine 
compartment. It was also tried on a ‘58 Ford 
Ranchero. After attaching the Remote Cir- 
cuit Control to various hookups according 
to the instructions, we ran a series of tests 
consisting of starting the engine without 
using the ignition key, intermittently turn- 
ing over the engine, checking the valve lash, 
and getting a dial reading on a cam. For 
compression tests and locating the timing 
mark, it allowed continuous engine turn- 
over without firing. 

It has a multitude of other uses such as 
checking out fuel or oil gauges and electric 
overdrive or transmission units while on a 
road test, also locating broken electrical cir- 
cuits. The lamp within the unit serves as a 
flashlight as well. 

We believe that the Hickman Remote 
Circuit Control (Model 300) is a very ver- 
satile tool for professional or backyard 
mechanics. Retailing for $9.95, it may be 
purchased through local automotive supply 
dealers or distributors. 
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Security Safety Tire Seal 
withstands test of time 
Mo TREND tests many products that 


require time to prove their worth. The 
initial report is often the result of a rather 





Sh) —e 





short trial, and continued observation and 
testing are necessary to prove or disprove the 
manufacturer's claims for longevity of his 
product. 

Five months ago we did some horrible 
things to a tire that had been treated with 
Security Auto Tire Safety Seal—we pounded 
a four-inch spike into this tire and then 
withdrew it. There was a momentary, slight 
hiss of escaping air and then silence. Next, 
we ran the same tire over a board studded 
with three-inch nails that repeatedly punc 
tured the tire. The result was the loss of 
about a pound of air. 

Immediately after this torture test, we 
made an 1100-mile trip with the same tire 
on the right front wheel. This was not with- 
out some misgivings as to what might 
happen at highway speeds to a tire that had 
been full of holes. Our fears, however, were 
groundless as the tire stayed fully inflated. 

The next question that entered our minds 
was that of permanency—how long would 
the material remain effective? Almost 17,000 
miles (much of it at high speed, highway 
driving) after the first deliberate punctures, 
we decided to see what the tire would stand 
—and this time we gave it the works! 

First, we drove a total of 35 nails com- 
pletely into the tire. The car was then 


driven with these nails imbedded; a check 
of the pressure showed no measurable aif 
loss. The nails were then withdrawn and the 
holes tapped with a hammer to seal each 
puncture; this action simulated the sealing 
pressure that would be applied by the rolling 
of the wheel under road conditions. When 
this test was completed, it still was unneces- 
sary to add air to the tire. We went even 
further to flatten the tire. We propped five 
nails in a row against the tire and ran ovet 
them so the punctures would be closely 
spaced—same result—no appreciable air loss. 

Security Auto Tire Safety Seal contains an 
inert sealing material and a catalyst which 
forms a permanent seal around any punctur- 
ing object such as a nail. If the foreign 
object is withdrawn, the compound will fill 
and permanently seal the hole; this we proved 
beyond a doubt. Incidentally, it is not in- 
tended as a repair for extensive carcass 
damage, but rather as a puncture-proofing 
agent. Security is injected into the tire with 
an air-pressure injector. The material has a 
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whipped-cream consistency and spreads itself 
evenly over all inner surfaces of the tire or 
tube after a few miles of driving. 

Security apparently does not accentuate a 
condition of imbalance in a wheel and tire 
nor will it improve an out-of-balance condi- 
tion. The front wheels of our test car were 
out of balance before our original test and 
the imbalance persisted after the treatment 
of the tires. At the conclusion of the test, 
a new set of tires was mounted and the 
wheels carefully balanced before they were 
injected with the tire sealant. Immediately 
after inserting the sealant, the car was driven 
up to 95 mph without any indication of 
wheel imbalance. 

It seems to us that Security Auto Tire 
Safety Seal is a noteworthy contribution to 
automotive safety. A large percentage of 
blowouts are bred by air loss as a result of 
punctures. They can be annoying and incon- 
venient—even costly. On a freeway, a dark 
or stormy night, or in the searing heat of a 
desert highway, they can also be highly 
dangerous. 
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Loctite offers effective solution 
to nut-bolt vibration problems 


a. a new liquid chemical, locks nuts 
and bolts with a small drop of thermo- 
setting, petroleum-base plastic that resists 
severe vibration. Nuts and bolts that were 
just finger tightened required wrenches to 
remove after a one-drop treatment with the 
sealant. The instructions specify 12 hours 
for hardening, but MOTOR TREND tests in- 
dicated that it was effective within 45 min- 
utes. Removing treated nuts does not dam- 
age threads and reuse requires only another 
drop of the fluid. 





The manufacturer states that the product 
will react with and lock all common metals 
except cadmium or zinc-plated parts and is 


water-, solvent-, oil- and heat-resistant to 
300° F. Produced by American Sealants Co., 
103 Woodbine St., Hartford 6, Conn., Loctite 
comes in plastic two-cubic-centimeter tubes 
(enough for 100 applications) with a drop- 
dispensing tip, for 65¢ per tube. /MT 
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SAVE uP T 


Mail the Coupon Today for the Largest 
Guaranteed Auto. Accessories & Patts in 
Lowest 


and Best Values at Today's 


Custom, Station Wagons 


All Makes 


From every point of view—low price, high 
quality, huge assortment, fast service, gen- 
uine satisfaction, it pays you to shop from 
J. C. Whitney’s Famous Catalog. Every 
motorist is sure to find just the part or 
accessory he wants at just the price he 
wants to pay in this huge catalog. 

















J. C. Whitney Guarantee 
You buy with absolute confidence at 
4. €. Whitney beeause we Guarantee 
Absolute Satisfaction or Money Back. 
For more than 20 years our guarantee 
has heen our customers’ insurance that 
they always get the most and best for 
their money at J. C. Whitney. 














J.C. WHITNEY & COszz.t5 93° Aree = 


Hot 
Years ond Models 


real tal ae) 


Prices for 


Rods 


Here ar 


UTOM 
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Complete 


J. C. WHITNEY'S 


FREE 


T 
LATE TIVE 








Over 85,000 Items 
Guaranteed Quality 


0 50% 


& Most 


Catalog of 
Today's Biggest 

all Cars 

Trucks 


e a few of the up-to-the-minute 


items you'll find in this great money-sav- 
ing catalog: Newest Custom Equipment - 
High Speed Parts - Dual Exhausts - Radios 


and Hea 


ters - Lifetime Convertible Tops - 


Oil Filters - Replacement and Custom Trim 
for All'Cars - Fender Skirts - Continental 
Kits - Ignition - Dual Headlights - Seat 
Covers - Stock and Replacement Parts. 


FREE! Mail Coupon Now 





; J.C. Whitney & Co., Dept. 010 ' 
= 717 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Jil. : 
*Rush giant 292 Page Catalog showing over $5,000 8 
Jitems at lowest prices. I enclose 25¢ to cover mailing s 
pand handling cost (refunded me on first $5.00 order). ; 
: Offer good in U.S.A. only. ! 
> NN i006adecgrtanssabedssccssicéimaanaeewee , 
| Address Sehast Skea REAL al eh H 
- 

GBs cccidseccécsccdes Zone.... State...... ee : 

= ee ee 
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SUBSCRIBE NOW TO | 
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MOTOR TREND Subscription Dept. 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Please send me MOTOR TREND for: 


(These rates for U.S., its possessions, Canada; 


1 yr. $3.50 
HI 2 aie $6.00 


Payment enclosed. 








all other countries: one year $4.50, two years 
$8.00.) 

NAME___ 

STREET___ 

a ZONE___ 





STATE 
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GUNS OF THE OLD WEST | 
This little handbook is packed with 
pictures and interesting facts, and 
bulges with the history and romance 

of the old west. Read about the 


man who made all men equal; the 
breech loaders; double action; the 
long ones and the little ones— 
frontier “life insurance.” 














HO MODEL RAILROADING 
New kits, props, schematics, scenery 
||| just for the HO rail fan. New ideas 
in track layout, wiring, diagrams jf 
etc. Special sections on utility cars of 
all types—wrecking cranes, tank cars, 
hoppers, etc. So many new ideas are 
popping in HO you'll want this book 

to keep right up to date. ' 


onLty 25 cacu 


AT NEWSSTANDS SOON! 


(or mail the coupon below i 











for advance order) 
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" SPOTLITE BOOKS i 
| 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. i 
1 Enclosed is $___ @ 35¢ each | 
(to cover postage). Please send me: I 
,;— copies GUNS OF THE OLD WEST 
j— copies HO MODEL RAILROADING i 
Be Ee Le a I 
| oddress__ ‘ — Te 
! i — i 
! Ee I 
! | 


Se eS _ 
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SELL ‘N’ SWAP 


Requirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and ess); 1st come, 1st served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we are 
mot responsible for accuracy of description, although 
we will reject any misleadsng statements. This service 
is not open to commercial advertisers. No ads will 
be accepted if payment is not made in advance, and 
such communications wll not be acknowledged. Only 
one CAR may be listed in any single Sell ’N' Swap 
insertion. This limitation will not apply to parts, 
catalogs, etc. The charge is $4 per insertion. I} 
your car is unusual and you have a photo of it 
suttable for publication, you may submit it with 
your ad. If we decide to print it there’s no cost to 
you for the cut, but we'll bave to decide which pho- 
tos to use. Sorry, no photos can be returned.—Editor 


SELL 


‘30 AUBURN 8-cyl. 4-dr. sed. Complete, orig.— 
wood wheels, crunk, V-windshield. No dents; paint 
faded. $235. C. Henry Stratmeyer, ir. 19 Daniel 
Rd., Se. Louis 17, Mo. Phone WO 2-1919. 

‘28 LINCOLN 7-pass. touring. New top, tires, en- 
gine rebore. Orig. cond.; needs paint & re-uphol- 
stering. $1300 firm. Donald Reniers, 301 Pleasant 
St., Pasadena, Calif. Phone SYcamore 3-2258. 
‘18 WESC ae restored. ‘12 BUICK— 
practically restored. ‘(09 HUPMOBILE—completely 
restored. ‘(07 INTERNATIONAL HI-WHEELER— 
completely restored. All cars are just like new. For 
further info contact Red Rocket Products Corp., 
Horicon, Wis. Phone HUnter 5-4516. 

RENAULT ALPINE spt. cpe. 11-time concours win- 
ner. Autobleu s5 equip't; 9.5:1 compression. 
Holiday Motors, 5015 Van Nuys Blvd., Van Nuys, 
Calif. Phone STanley 3-2551. 
39 LASALLE Fleetwood rdstr., restored to abso- 


lutely mint, showroom cond. Alum. 245-hp racing 





+ ax eo 

engine. Dark red, white leather interior. One-of-a- 
kind; originally built for GM exhibit at 1939 
World's Fair. $1500 or best offer. Sheldon J. Lewis, 
61-33 213th St., Bayside, L.I., N.Y. 
MOTOR (N.Y.) Annual Show numbers, monthlies. 
Magazine ads & color prints of all classics & non- 
oo. Some catalogs & manuals. Covers riod 
1925 thru ‘43. Complete listing 25c. Sheldon J. 
Lewis, 61-33 213th St., Bayside, L.I., N.Y. 
BUGATTI TYPE 43 supercharged rdser. in perf. 
mech. cond.; very fast. New tires; body recently 
built by Graber of Switzerland. $1950 f.0.b. Genoa, 
Italy. V. A. Corradini, Albergo Dei Cavalieri, Piazza 
Missori, Milano, Italy. 
‘56 DELAHAYE  4.5-liter—ultra-modern, with 
Franay body. Like new, 7800 mi.; Cotal box. Photos 
on request. $1950 f.0.b. Genoa, Iealy. V. A. Corra- 
dial. Albergo Dei Cavalieri, Piazza Missori, Milano, 
taly. 

7 LA SALLE 4-dr. sed. Rebuilt & modified engine, 
rebuilt front end, new kingpins & bushings, new 
brakes. Exc. transmission & rear; ly nylon tires. 
$175. A Ward Shanen, 2444 S$ Glee St., Phila- 
delphia 48, Pa. 

1000 BOOKS on Classic & Antique Cars, Automo- 
bile Engineering, Motor _—_ ners Handbooks 
& Factory Shop Manuals. Cata ~~ 25c. Vivian Gray, 
The Motorist’s Bookseller, Hurstpierpoint, Sussex, 
England. 

CLASSIC & ANTIQUE CAR Sales Catalogs: Pack- 
ard, Chrysler, Lincoln, Cadillac, Pierce-Arrow, Buick, 
Orphan & Foreign cars; minimum $5 each. Also 






MoToR (N.Y.) Annual Numbers. Details for large 
stamped pr envelope. A. E. Twohy, 40 
Kenmore, Los Angeles. 

26 CADILLAC 7-pass. sed. Mint cond. thruout— 
4 new tires, 2 


interior, exterior & mechanically. 





ye Sell to highest bidder. — Flack, 
rrr . 47th Terr., Kansas City 29, 
AUTOMOBILE PHOTOS—of the aie s finest cars 
& coachwork, American & Continental, of the clas- 
sical era. Not snapshots. Listings 25c. G. A. Moffite, 
306 W. 94th St., New York 25. 

CLAYTON DYNAMOMETER—Model 125-A, 200 
to 300 sh? @ 4000 rpm. Complete with motor 
stands. at ¥3 of orig. price. R. Marchek, 6905 
39th Ave., Kenosha, Wis. Phone OL 2-2462. 


ORIGINAL 1927 Hispano-Suiza sales catalogs. Sil- 
ver embossed cover; 3 models pictured. A buy at 
$3 ea., $4 in orig. folder. Only 50—while Ly last. 
Sheldon J. Lewis, 61-33 213 Sc., Bayside, L.I., N.Y 
NTIQUE & CLASSIC car pictures, manuals, res- 
poe oe 9 parts, old car ads, books, information, his- 
tory, specifications. Send 25c for list. Stanley Edel- 
stein, Pres., Antique & Classic Car Club, 43619 
Bedford Ave., Brooklyn 10, N.Y. 
'39 BMW 327 in good cond. Orig.—knock-off hubs, 
exc. engine, new ww’'s. Needs body detail work; 
parts available. Must sell for best offer. Gene Klein, 
1027 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles. 
‘38 BENTLEY Coupe de Ville. One of the prettiest 
& most elegant Bentleys in existence. Black leather, 





$3950. Bruce 


black lacquer & sparkling chrome. 
Fagan, P.O. Box 46205, Hollywood 46, Calif 

GMC ENGINE—6-cyl., 272 cu. in.—comlete with 
clutch, less carburetor. New, in factory crate. $275. 


L. V. Hare, ota Falls Rd., Baltimore 11, Md. 


Phone CH 3-78 
‘48 LINCOLN SCONTINENTAL conv. in exc. cond. 
thruout. Spotlight, wer windows, V-i2 engine, 


o.d. Maroon, with white top, ww’'s. 14,000 orig. mi. 


$2485. Frank H. Kliebhan, 536 Oak St., South 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
*°33 PIERCE-ARROW 8 2-dr. sed. in very good 


cond. $350. Pix & addit'l info 25c. Thomas Steven- 
son, 6415 Richmond Rd., Cleveland 24, Ohio. 
36 CORD 810 Westchester sed. Exc. mech. cond.; 
factory-rebuile engine. Good body, good tires; easily 
restored. Dr. O. Klingler, 313 aw. LaPorte St., 
Plymouth, Ind 
'32 PLYMOUTH rdstr. Rumbleseat, 5 wire wheels, 
special windshield & new top. — engine, big 
valves; brakes = Running board missing, o.d. 
out. $450. C. Johnson, 44112 N. Fig Ave., 
Lancaster, Calif. , WH 2-1341. 
'36 LINCOLN K V-12 limousine. Green & black 
alum. body, 6 wire wheels. Clean inside & out. 
Edna H. Duhaime, P.O. Box 133, Plainville, Conn. 
'°39 FORD 60 cpe. Stock; 55,700 mi. Good tires, 
hydraulic brakes. Would make fine rod or custom. 
Drive away for $175. W. A. Mohnen, Box 37 
State San., Mt. Vernon, Mo. 
38 CADILLAC 60 Special 4-dr. sed. Orig. thruout, 
exc. orig. uph.; operated regularly till last winter. 
Fenders rough but all there. Drive away. WwW. 
Doenges, 414 Walnut, Batavia, Ill. 
‘14 DODGE touring sed. Mostly orig. New well- 
tailored uph., new paint, new 34 x 4.50 tires. Must 
sell due to death of my husband. Make offer. Mrs. 
W. J. Taylor, W. Main St., Rogersville, Tenn. 
°34 PACKARD V-12 4-dr. sed. Orig. & complete 
in every detail; immac. inside & out. Unbelievably 
smooth & powerful performer. Drive anywhere in 
luxury. $875. J. W. Parks, 1822 32nd Ave., San 
Francisco 22, Calif. ; 
KISSELL 6 ENGINE. Runs good, 18,000 mi. $100. 
‘29 Essex radiator & motor meter—perfect. Durant, 
Star, other parts. Antique magnetos, generators, 
starters, distributors. D. R. Blodgett, Box 1024, 
Peoria, Ill. 
‘25 MODEL T sed. Body, paint, tires, engine—good. 
eeds 1 meg . $350. Simon Bontrager, RR 
#1, Goshen, 
"31 SOBURN "3 Boat-Tail Speedster. Restored—in 
good cond. Engine just o hauled, new paint; needs 
top. Drive anywhere. Best offer over $2000. John 
—— P.O. Box 68, Fellows, Calif. Phone ROger 
8-2794. 
‘23 FORD sed. 80% restored—new paint & top, 
exc. interior & body, good engine. Must sell; need 
money for college. 3500 or best offer. Milo G. 
Nelson, 100 N. 11th St., Clinton, Iowa. 
LINCOLN KB V-12 ENGINE—complete, with all 
access. Crated for low-cost freight. $125. Goodyear 
Deluxe All-weathers, 7.50x17 & 7.00x17, 6-ply, 
used 1 mo., tubes. $17.50, $27.50. George Shufele 
Jr., E. 1204 38th Ave., Spokane 36, Wash. 
37 LASALLE V8 cpe. Good clean cond. thruout; 
mechanically sound. New battery: tires o.k. Could 
use mew paint, headliner. Priced for quick sale— 
$125. F. Nicholas, P.O. Box 7034, Phoenix, Ariz. 
‘41 CADILLAC 60 Special. Black, with ww’s; glass 
partition, separate radios front & back. A-1 cond.; 
engine recently o’hauled. $750. William Lobur, 266 
Parker Ave., Maplewood, N.J. 
‘37 PACKARD 12-cyl., 7-pass. touring sed. All 
orig.; black paint, sidemounts. $650. L. Howitt, 
6 S.E. 80th Ave., Portland, Ore. 
MUNTZ JET—Daddy-o Daylie’s.custom-built show 
Muntz. New tires, top, paint, electric windows, 
hood, trunk. Air-conditioned. 12 in. longer than 
stock Muntz. Hal White, 9821 S. Wood St., Chicago. 
‘32 HUPMOBILE 8 4-dr. sed., with sidemounts, 
free-wheeling. Body & engine in very good shape; 
needs minor repairs. Perfect for restoration. Pix on 
request. $425. John Spande, Box 407, Mayville, N.D. 
‘36 CORD 810 Westchester sed., ‘fully equip) 
Black, with orig. blue uph. 2 owners. Mrs. ula 
M. Sizemore, Box 74, Caldwell, W. Va. 
‘47 CADILLAC 62 conv. Collector's item—former 
White House (Truman) staff car. Hydra-Matic, 
electric windows, power seat & cop. Exc. cond.; 
driven daily. Best offer. Chester Callahan, 906 
Gloster St., Corinth, Miss. Phone 3056. 
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48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdep. Engine & 
powerplant newly rebuilt, runs perfectly. New gold 
lacquer, exc. tires. $1500 or best offer. S. N. Ozier, 


1025 W. Marker St., Akron 13, Ohio. 

38 LINCOLN K V-12 LeBaron rdstr. in good 

cond. Everything orig., including battery. Write for 
Jr., 3322 


complete description. $950. Colt ~ Wolf, 
St. N.W., Washington 7 
29 PEERLESS sed. Engine 4.3 o'hauled, ‘58 
license—ready to drive anywhere. $175 or best 
offer. George Grosskopf, 1505 E. 77th St., Indian- 
apolis, Ind 
48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hdrep. Mercury con- 
version, duals, 2 carbs, r & h, o.d. Body & uph. exc. 
$800 or best offer. M. McGraw, Killam Rd., Box- 
ford, Mass. 
'34 PACKARD clb. cpe. Body & running gear sound. 
Engine & uph. need restoring. $150. Jim Cameron, 
5825 Los Angeles Way, Buena Park, Calif. Phone 
JAckson 7-6806. 
COMPLETE COLLECTION—MorTor TREND Sept. 
‘49 to Dec. ‘56. No single copies for sale. Highest 
offer takes all. Don’t send money—make offer first. 
Miles Schofield, P.O. Box 46, Universal City, Calif. 
Phone THornwall 5-5556. 
‘46 MG-TC. Red with white wheels, trop & tonneau. 
Body, engine, running gear very good thruout. This 
jewel for $1690 or best offer. J. D. Peace, Apt. 169, 
102 Lexington, Kingsville, Tex. 


"58 MERCURY. Special 400-hp engine, standard 
trans. with o.d., power steering, special radiator, 
skirts, many other accessories. White exterior, gold 
interior. Under 1000 mi. $3500. Bob Olmsted, 


1648 May St., Dearborn, Mich. ; 

‘17 DETROIT ELECTRIC. All orig. equip't; paint 
real good. In good cond., except for a few moth 
holes in uph. Powered by 14 new batteries. Best 
offer. V M. Brown, 2422 S. Calhoun St., Fr. 
Wayne, Ind. 

"SS. PACKARD Patrician. 
torsion-level, air-conditioned. Ist class cond. Asking 
$1650; color pix available. Dave Kenfield, P.O. 
Box 810, Tampa 1, Fla. Phone 4-5872. 

‘29 PONTIAC 4-dr. sed. Looks & runs like new. 
One owner; 24,000 actual mi. $550. Mathew Mc- 
Pherson, Box 207, Neillsville, Wis. Phone BLue 84. 
‘23 MODEL T touring. All orig. except paint. 
Shows hardly any wear; mileage estimated at 43000. 


Beautiful 2-tone blue, 


Make offer. Mathew McPherson, Box 207, Neills- 
ville, Wis. Phone BLue 84. 

‘29 CADILLAC rdstr. in very good cond. $895 
f.o.b. Tucson, Ariz. Dr. B. P. Storts, 1018 N. 


Country Club Rd., Tucson, Ariz. 

‘17 INTERNATIONAL truck. Runs good. $500 or 
best offer. Ed Krizek, 125 Robbin St., Seymour, Wis. 
‘ll PRATT ELKHART 4-cyl. raceabout. 75°% re- 
stored—new body, fenders, hood, 34x 4.00 tires. 
White lacquer finish, lots of brass. Needs uph. 
$1750. Ralph D. Owen, 124 E. Prairie. Decatur, Ill. 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. Orig. V-12 


engine rebuilt, power brakes & windows. New top, 
uph., carpets, mirrors, lacquer, shocks, Double 
Eagle ww's, extra parts. $1995. Ralph D. Owen, 


124 E. Prairie, Decatur, Ill. 
‘18 MODEL T rdstr. 
perf. running cond. New paint, 


Engine completely o'hauled; 
good uph., good 





ures. $795. Paul Sorrell, 4677 Steeltcon, Beaumont, 
Tex. 

35 CHEVROLET Standard touring. Orig. & immac 
Drive anywhere in U.S. $700. George Traber, 8365 
N.W. 21st Ave., Miami, Fla. Phone PL. 4-4722. 
12 MODEL T touring, complete with brass radiator, 
oil lamps, etc. Good engine; runs & drives like new. 
Good tires, uph. fair. $1000. Pix on request. Donald 
af Campbell, R.R. 1, Dalkeith, Ontario, Canada. 
48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv. ‘51 Lincoln 
engine; Hydra-Matic transmission. Light gray finish. 
$1000. J. D. Murphy, 1220 Wilson Pr. Rd., Balti- 
more 20, Md. Phone MU 6-0952. 

‘28 CHEVROLET 2-dr. in running cond. vr, little 
rust; easily restored. 300 mi. since o’haul. $150. 


Arthur Harpstrite, R.R. 1, Box 41, New Baden, III. 
Phone JUstice 8-2215. 
DETROIT ELECTRIC 4-pass. cabriolet. Thoroughly 


o'hauled: good battery, tires. Repainted, new wood- 


en top, new uph. od running cond.; odometer 
shows 1000 mi. $1500. P.O. Drawer 191, Lan- 
caster, S.C 


'3(. ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom I, with Brewster town- 
car body. Never been out of use. Good tires, uph., 
battery. Valves recently ground; wooden parts of 
body replaced. Now in daily use, $2000. P.O. Draw- 
® 191, Lancaster, S. 
19 MODEL T rdstr. 
Perf. body, top, engine, running gear, etc. 
Highest cash offer, f.o.b. Goderich, Ont., 
Kenneth E. McGee, 28 Elgin Ave., 
Goderich, Ont., Canada. 
*37 PACKARD 6-cyl. 4-dr. ~-4 _Exc. cond.—new 
paint, new engine; 48,000 orig. Heater-defroster, 
seat covers. $250. Philip E. saith, 683 Pinewoods 
Ave. Extension, Troy, N.Y. 
40 PACKARD 160 Super 8 sed 


Needs little or no restoration. 
New uph. 

Canada. 
Box 828, 


wth <i temounts. 


All orig., exc. cond. thruout; 26,000 mi. Can be 
driven anywhere. $395. Philip E. Smith, 683 Pine- 
woods Ave. Extension, Troy, 


'27 BUICK 6-cyl. sed. New lacquer job, interior 
like new. An exc. automobile—54,000 mi. Have all 
papers from orig. delivery. $400. Phili E. Smith, 


683 Pinewoods Ave. Extension, -Troy es 
WILLYS-KNIGHT ENGINE— Model 56 


6-cylL.; 
transmission & differential. Also ‘26 Chevrolet 
4-cyl. engine, recently rebored, very good. ‘29 Nash 


—easily restorable. Wilbur Taylor, Fort Shaw, Mont. 
34 CHEVROLET 2-dr. sed. One owner, orig. paint; 
52,000 mi. Looks good, runs good. $250. G. C. 
Hines, Chapel Hill, Tex. 

CLASSIC CARS—I must reduce my collection. Have 
excellent selection of A-1 low-mileage classics for 
sale. Send stamped, self-addressed envelope for com- 
plete list. William Klein, Jr., Elizabethtown, Pa. 


SELL OR SWAP 


37 CADILLAC Fleetwood “70” sed. A_ beautiful, 
smooth-performing classic in exceptional cond. thru- 
out. Radio, 6-ply ww’'s. Best offer around $500 or 
classic wade. Pix 50c. Robert Dibble, 1545 Poin- 
settia Pl., Hollywood 46, Calif. 

CORD 810 phaeton in good cond. Stock except 
Stored in Jacksonville, Fla. $1000 
sportscar or Studebaker 
McMillan, 2141 Gondar. Long Beach, 
4-4459. 

Black with red 


tools & manual. 


shift & exhaust. 
or pay difference on late 
Hawk. J. E. 
Calif. Phone GEneva 
‘55 JAGUAR Mark VII. 
cond.; orig. 


leather: 


sun roof. Exc. Mighc 





take classic in trade. R. K. Bruner, 1620 Van 
Buren, Amarillo, Tex. 

406 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL clb. cpe. Orig. 
V-12 engine; in good running cond. Dark blue 
lacquer; new U.S. Royal Master ww’s. $1500 or will 
trade. Gerald Broker, 2907 N. Adams, Hutchin- 
son, Kan 

48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL cabriolet. 52 Olds 


engine, Lincolr gearbox with o.d. Good running 
cond. Right rear fender dented but not torn. $575 
cash, or trade for weapons or tools. Maj. W. S. 


Browne, 5208 S. 76th St., Ralston, Neb. 
37 CORD. $1500. Will sell or trade. A. P. Mc- 
Candlish, 1511 Carolina Ave., Cincinnati 37, Ohio. 


HARPSICHOR D—large Maendler & Schram, with 


2 keyboards, 6 pedals; imported in ‘53. Value 
$6000. Will trade for good antique automobile. 
Will send full description & pix. Chris B. Lin- 
schoten, 1332 S. State St., Sale Lake City 15, Utah. 
Phone HUnter 4-6241 or INgersol 6-4842. 
WANTED 
AUTOMOBILE LITERATURE. Will pay highest 
average price in world for all makes—1900-'47 
catalogs, circulars, emblems, manuals, truck litera 
ture. Big-car catalogs at premium. Lewis A. Mayer 
Munith, Mich. 

56 or ‘57 


THUNDERBIRD HARDTOP for ‘55, 
model. P. K. Saunders, R.F.D. #4, Ridgefield, Conn 


PARTS FOR 32 PACKARD 902 Standard 8: left 
spare wheel mounting arm, open-type body wind- 
shield base casting; any accessories. O. Fraking, RD 


#3 Putman Rd., Schenectady, N.Y 
WHEEL RIM for '30 Dodge. Also windshield wiper 
Frank Anderson, 703 S. Main St., Princeton, Ind 


ALL TYPES of Cadillac literature & advertising, 
especially 1948-'56. Also ‘48 & ‘50 Cadillac shop 
manuals. Jay Williams, 2 Barclay Ave., Takoma 
Park 12, 

35 PAC KARD Straight 8 engine to replace en- 
gine No. 767 on chassis No. 387.688. Charles 
Grosjean, 62 ‘Chaussee de Mons, Brussels, Belgium. 
STUTZ SUPER BEARCAT DV-32, 116-in. wheel- 
base body or complete car. Wesley C. Ward, 5050 
W. Washington St., Indianapolis 41, Ind. 

OLD AUTOMOBILE catalogs, brochures, folders. 


Top prices paid for good classic material. Also Motor 


Annuals, monthlies, ATJ’s, Motometers, nameplates, 
etc. State offerings. cond. & asking price. Sheldon 
. Lewis, 61-33 213th Sec., Bayside, L.L, N. 

49-52 CHEVROLET conv. Must be in immac. 


orig. cond. No Powerglides. State mileage, all- 
around cond. & price. Send picture, if possible. Gary 
D. La Court, 2035 W. Bolivar Ave., Apt. 3, Mil- 
waukee, Wis. 

ENGINE PARTS & hubcaps for ‘28 LaSalle. Need 
6.50x19 tires & tubes, or conversion to 18-in 
wire wheels. Send description of parts. Cornell W 
Barnes, 800 W. Hartford Pl., Broken Arrow, Okla 
TRUCK CATALOGS: Clydesdale, Esco, Kleiber, 
LeMoon, Menominee, Netco & a few other makes 
before ‘40. Can trade some early auto items for 


material I need. John Montville, 2995 Botanical 
a, Bronx 58, N.Y. 

PARTS & SHOP MANUAL for "39 Lagonda V-12 

conv. Tail light assembly, passing light, ignition 

switch assembly, top parts & others. W. J. Hodges, 

3314 W. 73rd St., Los Angeles 43. Phone PLeasant 

9-2955 








ian’ 







ieey fen | ee 
projected nose 


LODCE 


WORLD'S FINEST SPARK PLUG 
For all late FORD products 


= Dealer & Jobber inquiries 
nM invited. $1.10 each 


401 E. WASHINGTON BLVD. LA. 15, CALIF. 


NICE CAR 
deserves a 


NEW KozaK e 
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SPECIAL OFFER: One regular and one SU PER 
Auto DRYWASH cloths — value for $5. 
Safely wiping and DRYwashing nice cars for 43 
years. Save their cost dozens of times. Mailed 
at once. Guaranteed. KozaK, 87 S. Lyon St., 
Batavia, N. Y 





ELECTRONIC POWERIZING 


lonizing and oxi- — 
dizing of the fuel % 
with ultra-high 
frequency radia 
tions gives engines - 
a zip—pep and 
10° better 

es ‘mileage ‘ 

moother power 
flow ... Steadier 
idling ... Cleaner 
engine Longer 
plug life . . . Eas- 
ily installed . . 
Quickly pays for 
itself in fuel sav 
ings ... A new marvel from the field of Electronic Science. 
Only $7.95 most models. Send 10c for catalog. 


SOLAR-VOLT CO., Box 569, South Bend, lad. 


















CRASH HELMET 
Government surplus; stripped. 
$3.00 PP. slight cracks. 
$4.00 PP, no flaws. 


B & J LEATHER Co. 
P. O. Box 990 









Brownsville, Texas 








LATEST STEAM CAR TRENDS... 
featured in LIGHT STEAM POWER magazine. In 





troductory subscription only $3 per year, sample 
copy 60c. Complete line of Books, Plans, Castings 
and Parts 


STEAM DEVELOPMENTS tater tases wy. 





big features in October 
HOT ROD © 


HOW HOT ARE THE HIGH 
HORSEPOWER OUTBOARDS? — 


BODY SECTIONING THE 50-51 
SERIES FORD 
SIMPLE TESTS FOR 
AILING ENGINES 





6 pages of “SEMI-FINALS” 
events leading to National Drags 


OCTOBER HR 
OVER 100 PAGES! ON SALE NOW! 
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99 CUSTOM CARS ANNUAL 


128 pages bursting with up-to-the-minute, photo-illustrated IDEAS on: 


SCOOPS * QUAD HEADLIGHTS +¢ TAILLIGHTS 
HUBCAPS + INTERIORS + ACCESSORIES + FIBERGLAS 


PAINT STARS GIANT 
YOUR AND PICTORIAL 
CUSTOM CARS ROUNDUP! 








Creating individuality via 
spray gun with paint 
mixtures, unusual 
paint schemes, 
scalloping! 


AT YOUR 


Learn how these top 
names in customizing 
have influenced Detroit: 
Babbs, Bailon, Barvis, 
Emory, Ayala. 








Hundreds of photos of 
the best in American 
customs, many 
NEVER BEFORE 
PUBLISHED! 


Or send 85c (covers postage, etc.) to: 


NEWSSTAND! 


TREND BOOKS 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 





In judging a modern filter cigarette... 


ITS 


WHATS UP FRONT 


THAT COUNTS 


R. J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO.. WINSTON-SALEM.N.C 


“Winston has got it,” says Garry Moore, “because 
Winston’s got a secret! It’s | Filter-Blend|—fine, mild 


tobaccos specially processed for filter smoking: 


“A cigarette without flavor is 
like a world without women. Who 
wants it?’’ says the star of 
Winston’s television hit, “I’ve 
Got a Secret!’’. “After all, if you 
don’t get flavor . .. you’re miss- 
ing the whole idea of smoking! 
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“Winston has got flavor! Because 
up ahead of Winston’s pure 
modern filter is Filter-Blend —a 
Winston exclusive! This secret — 
Filter-Blend —is what makes 
Winston America’s best-tasting 
filter cigarette. Try Winston!” 


America’s best-selling filter cigarette ! 


WINSTON TASTES GOOD 


LIKE A CIGARETTE SHOULD ! 








